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FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER 

Parent’s Night Out 

It’s Super Hero Night! 

Friday, February 13 

5:30 pm to 9 pm 

Bring your kids and the SSLC youth will feed them, play 

with them, make crafts with them, and send them 

home tired. $10/child or $25/family.   All money will 

go into our youths accounts for their mission trip.  

 
LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

February 18:  ASH WEDNESDAY Soup supper at 5:30 p.m., Worship at 7 p.m. 

February 25:  Soup supper at 5:30 p.m., Worship at 7 pm 

March 4:  Soup supper at 5:30 p.m., Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 11:  Soup supper at 5:30 p.m., Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 18:  Soup supper at 5:30 p.m., Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 25:  Soup supper at 5:30 p.m., Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 29:  Palm Sunday Worship at 8 am & 10 am 

April 2:  Maundy Thursday Worship at 7 pm 

April 3:  Good Friday Worship at 7 pm 

April 5:  Easter Sunday Worship at 6:30 am, 8 am & 10 am 

Take a break and join us on Monday,   

February 2  for Lunch Out!  

We will be meeting at noon at  

Pizza Depot in Becker 

Everyone is welcome. Lunch on your own.  

RSVP if possible to the SSLC office  

at 763-662-2048 or Karla at 763-333-8570 

(voice or text).  

A very special thank you goes out to our  

wonderful Bookkeeper and Office Assistant, 

Shelly Bluhm, for her dedicated service to our 

church and all of our members for the past  

15 years.  We will be hosting a special  

retirement party in her honor on Sunday  

February 1st at 9:00 am between  

worship services.  All are invited and 

encouraged to attend to help us celebrate 

Shelly and to wish her well as she heads into  

retirement!  
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HERE  IS OUR NEW QR CODE  

FOR ONLINE GIVING:   

 

Thank you for your gifts! 

CHURCH NEWS 

      SAVE THE  

      DATE FOR 

     “It’s a Girl Thing” 

       Saturday,  May 2 

    A fun gathering of women of all  

   ages for lunch, a speaker,  

   and fellowship.  Please plan to attend! 

Eligible Thrivent clients - Be sure to direct 2026 

Thrivent Choice Dollars® before 3/31/26.  And, please 

keep our organization in mind – we are so thankful for 

your support.    For more info or to direct Choice  

Dollars®, call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice.” 

Or click here at thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS:    

Our February regular meeting 

 has been CHANGED to Tuesday,  

February 3, at 6:30 pm.   

Planning and preparation for Lent  

will be on the agenda.   All are welcome! 

SSLC’s Bible Book Club      

 We meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the 

month. Feel free to drop in as you are able. If you can’t 

make it by 6:30, still come, you can jump in when you 

arrive. We will gather in the library for fellowship, and 

to discuss various books in the Bible.  Bring your Bible, 

it does not matter which version you have, something 

to drink, and if you want to, bring your dinner too! I 

hope to see you there. Pastor Allison 

ALTAR GUILD 

The  Altar Guild is a dedicated group whose primary 

mission is to prepare and maintain our sanctuary for 

use by God's family.   

We prepare for Sunday and Wednesday worship  

services, celebrating communion on Sundays  

and Wednesdays.   

We are looking for volunteers to set up and take down 

communion for worship services. 

Please contact Ann Kooiker at 320-250-0910. 

Becker Chamber Business  

Expo & Craft Fair   

at Becker Field House 

(parking lot behind 

 High School) on February 7, from  

11 am to 1 pm.  Want to help man our booth?   

See Pastor Allison or Karla Zerwas.  

Easter Choir Cantata 

Practice will begin on 

 Sunday, February 8,  

at 9 am.   

All ages are welcome! 

LANGE HOME 

Personal care items are being 

 collected for the Lange Home 

 residents through March 1st.  If you are able to 

share an item or two, it would be greatly  

appreciated.  Here are some ideas: full sized  

shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

lotion, face cream/moisturizer, shaving cream, 

mouthwash, toothbrush or toothpaste.  Thank you 

in advance for your generosity! 

mailto:Eligible%20Thrivent%20clients%20-%20Be%20sure%20to%20direct%202023%20Thrivent%20Choice%20Dollars®%20before%203/31/24.%20%20And,%20please%20keep%20our%20organization%20in%20mind%20–%20we%20are%20so%20thankful%20for%20your%20support.%20%20%20%20For%20mor


ALL MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

         We have a bulletin board to  

          recognize those members and  

friends for their service to our country.   

We would like to include all active and retired  

personnel from all branches of service, all law  

enforcement, and all firefighters. 

 

The information we are gathering: Name, Rank, Dates 

of Service, Branch of Service, Where stationed or  

area.  We would like to place a 4 inch by 6 inch photo 

with the description of each person.  If you have  

photos and bios to be added to this board, please 

bring them to the church office. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

We have blank offering envelopes in the 

church entry on the podium next to the guest 

book.  Please feel free to take one  

                   as needed. 

We are broadcasting on our 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL- 

at South Santiago  

Lutheran Church on  

select Sundays 

going forward. 

         You can go to our website at sslcmn.org  

  and click on the link there or directly  

SSLC Virtual Worship 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Men’s Bible Study Group  

Tuesday Mornings 10 AM 

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m., SSLC men are 

invited to participate in a Bible study in the nursery 

classroom wing. 

For the past many years, the group has been reading 

its way through the Bible, simply taking a chapter a 

week.  All are welcome! 

PRAYER SHAWL 

If you have a person in your life that 

you would like to gift a prayer shawl 

to, please contact the  

church office. 

Priscilla Bible Study   meets on the 

1st Monday of the month at 9 am.   

All are welcome to join us! 

PROJECTION/SOUND BOOTH  

HELP NEEDED     

We are in need of help in the projection/

sound booth for Sunday and Wednesday  

worship services.   

 

All ages from 15 and up. 

Please see Pastor for more info. 

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED:    

We are looking for people to help count  

offerings after worship services.   

Summer months after 9 am worship; 

school year after 10 am worship. Both  

regular and fill-in spots available.   

Counting takes about 20-30 minutes. 

Training provided!  Please contact the church office  

if you are interested in helping out with this. 

Visit Our Library! 

Need a quiet place to read or relax? Try our 

church library! Comfy chairs, puzzles, and 

books for children, families, couples,  

singles, those who are grieving, seeking motivation, 

self-help or spiritual growth, plus Bibles, Bible studies,  

devotionals, biographies, fiction, and books about 

Martin Luther and people from the Bible.  

Stop and take a look! 



Staff 

Pastor Allison Peterson •  pastor@sslcmn.org 

Office Administrator ● Lyn Peterson ● office@sslcmn.org 

Choir Director ● Heidi Lecy ●   hansenhouseofmusic@live.com 

Music Ministry Coordinator● Heidi  Lecy  ● hansenhouseofmusic@live.com 

Bookkeeper ● Lyn Peterson ● office@sslcmn.org 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 

Children & Youth Ministry Coordinator● Karla Zerwas● kzerwas@hotmail.com 

High School Ministry Coordinator ●  Karla Zerwas● kzerwas@hotmail.com 

Adult Ministry Coordinator ● Karla Zerwas● kzerwas@hotmail.com 

CHURCH COUNCIL & STAFF INFORMATION 

Page 4  

Weekly Worship helpers 

We have changed our “Kitchen” help to “Fellowship Hour ” that will run from 9 am until 10 am each Sunday.  

Please consider a Sunday for you and your family to serve your church family members.  Sign up online at our 

website at sslcmn.org  

  02/01 02/01 02/08 02/08 02/15 02/15 02/22 02/22 

 8 AM 10 AM 8 AM 10 AM 8 AM 10 AM 8 AM 10 AM 

READER 
S. Prokott 

M. Prokott  

Jeanette 

Harshman  

Sandy  

Empting  B. Bolton  

USHERS 
Bridger Ament,  

Bentley Trautner 

Sydnee Bull, 

Lyla Waldbillig 

H. Klimmek,  

S Klimmek,  

L. Hanzlik,  

B. Anderson,  

T. Binnall A. Pozorski  

S. Prokott,  

S. Smith,  

M. Klimmek 

P. Willhite,  

L. Willhite 

HEAD 
USHER 

Danny  

Jergenson  

Danny  

Jergenson  

Danny  

Jergenson  

Danny  

Jergenson  

GREETERS         

ACOLYTE     Alex Pozorski    

FELLOWSHIP 
HOUR 
HOSTING         

GOODIES         

COFFEE 
CREAMER         

COMMUNION  
HELPER    

A. Jurek,  

E. DeBlieck, 

B. Rogers 

A. Pozorski, 

W. Harkin 

A. Pozorski,  

B. Empting,  

S. Empting 

    

ALTAR GUILD   Ann Kooiker 

Ann Kooiker, 

G. Baldry Ann Kooiker Ann Kooiker   

PROJECTION 
BOOTH         

Church Council Members 
President ●    

Vice President ●  

Secretary  ● 

Treasurer  ●   

Member  ● Jakki Kydd-Fidelman •kyddjakki@gmail.com 

Member  ●  Mary  Good • jmrgood@frontier.com 

Member  ●  Corey Winkelman  ● winkelman.corey@outlook.com 

Member  ●  Kayla du’ Monceaux • kayladumoz@gmail.com 

Member  ● Ruth Thom  ●  rathom@frontier.com 

Member • Ann Kooiker ●  annmkooiker@gmail.com 

Member • Greg Prokott  ●  prokottg@yahoo.com  

mailto:Hello%20and%20happy%20fall!%20%20While%20it%20does%20not%20feel%20like%20fall%20with%20these%20warm%20temperatures,%20the%20activity
mailto:hansenhouseofmusic@ilive.com
mailto:hansenhouseofmusic@ilive.com
mailto:hansenhouseofmusic@ilive.com
mailto:hansenhouseofmusic@ilive.com
mailto:hansenhouseofmusic@ilive.com
mailto:kzerwas@hotmail.com
mailto:kzerwas@hotmail.com
mailto:kzerwas@hotmail.com
sslcmn.org
mailto:kzerwas@hotmail.com
mailto:Greg%20Prokott%20%20●%20%20prokottg@yahoo.com
mailto:kzerwas@hotmail.com
mailto:Greg%20Prokott%20%20●%20%20prokottg@yahoo.com
●
mailto:annmkooiker@gmail.com
mailto:prokottg@yahoo.com


BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

BIRTHDAYS 

01 Braden Koenig  

01 Makenzie Anderson  

02 Kristina Winkelman  

02 Roger Niday 

03 Kyle Whitcomb  

04 Buster Graning  

07 Jan Ulsby  

09 Cole Haus  

10 Becky Bursch  

10 Logan Hunter  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES 
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10 Lisa Miner 

11 Nathan Stang 

11 Lauren Rathlisberger  

12 Brenda Stang  

13 Don Erickson  

13 Cullen Willhite  

13 Todd Drayna 

16 Brooklyn Whitcomb 

18 Kallyne Harren  

19 Mitchell Miner  

19 Braun Bolton 

20 Thatcher Jurek 

21 Madelyn Leddy 

21 Lucille Schuette  

21 Thomas Bader  

21 Makenna Zerwas  

25 Ben Leddy 

25 Raygan Grimlie- 

      Kipka 

28 Ruth Thom 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Mark & Jenny Lerdahl  

15 Ryan & Julie Johnson  

16 Lester & Pat Krei  

21 Michael & Shelley Peterson  

23 Michael & Amanda Timm 

23  David & Leya Drabczak 

 

    PROJECTS COMPLETED IN 2025     UPCOMING PROJECTS  

 

Replaced service/man door on garage                 Repair cracks in blacktop in parking lot   

Installed new front facing worship projectors    Bird spikes on church 

Replaced rear facing projector with former front projector  Audio/Visual systems updating 

Planted a tree in honor of Doc Bateson     Classrooms carpeting replacement 

Installed bollard cover post in prayer garden    Sanctuary carpeting replacement 

Did various sheetrock repairs and painted    Repair chinking on log church 

Repaired sprinkler line in street sign flowerbed 

Pew repairs         

          

A special thanks to all of the volunteers for doing tasks such as lawn mowing, changing light bulbs,  

snow plowing and sidewalk shoveling, prayer garden upkeep, repair work, plus many other tasks. 

  

                                                       God’s Blessings,      

                              Ralph Johnson, Building and Grounds Chairperson 

 

            Group Members:  Rich Alickson, Bill Rogers, Walt Munsterman, David Darsow, Les Krei,     

                                           Mark Bistodeau,  Ben Leddy, Chuck Busch, Dennis Stang  

Christmas Undecorating 



GIVING GOALS 
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How can I help our church reach our giving goals?  

Our anticipated general fund and building fund annual giving for 2026 s $257,000.  

We have 159 giving units in our church and 134 active giving units.  

Let’s break that large number down, if all 159 giving units gave:  

$257,000 / 159 = $1,616.35 per year  

$1,616.35 / 12 = $134.70 per month  

$134.70 / 4 = $33.67 per week  

Let's break that large number down, if the 134 active giving units gave:  

$257,000 / 134 = $1,917.91 per year  

$1,917.91  / 12 = $159.82 per month  

$159.82 / 4 = $39.95 per week  

That large number doesn't look so large when we are able  

to break it down between all of us.  

We realize that not everyone may be able to give these full amounts and many give much  

more than these amounts.  But with using this as a guide, if we all work together, 

 and give our first fruits to God, we can help support our church  

and make it thrive for many more years to come.   

Thank you for all your support in 2025 for our wonderful South Santiago Lutheran Church  

and its mission of “Teaching the Word, Reaching the World”. 

 

Weekly Giving Amount *           Giving Units 

$.01 -  $4.99……………………………..38 

$5.00 -  $9.99…………………………….67 

$10  -  $19.99…………………………….14 

$20  -  $39.99…………………………….23 

$40  -  $49.99……………………………..6 

$50 -  $69.99……………………………...6 

$70 -  $79.99………………………………0 

 

* Based on total annual giving/52 weeks year. 

Weekly Giving Amount *          Giving Units 

$80 - $89.99…………………………..1 

$90 -  $99.99………………………….4 

$100 - $199.99………………………..7 

$200 and up…………………………..6 
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MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

The council began the year by setting three goals:  

1. Increase the 2025 annual income by $20,000 to be able to finish the year in the black and have the funds to  

maintain a full time pastor with a salary consistent with synod guidelines;  

2. Develop and approve a paid leave policy as required by Minnesota law;  

3. Build and strengthen relationships within our church and community by holding two new fellowship events.  

We aimed for transparency, good communication and a positive attitude. We accomplished these goals  

in the following ways: 

 

  -Our 2025 general and building fund total income is $22,840 higher than 2024 which has  

  enabled us to reach the synod guidelines for the pastor’s salary and have a balanced budget.  

  -We approved the Paid Leave Policy which is now implemented.  

  -We participated in the Palmer Days Parade, attended a Twins’ game together, hosted an Open  

   house with several fun activities and hosted a painting party.  

  -We also designed and sold SSLC shirts and other items. 

  In order to safeguard members and follow recommendations from the synod and insurance company, we  

researched, designed and implemented a background check policy. We reviewed and revised the job  

descriptions for Youth and Adult Ministry, Administrative Assistant, Bookkeeper, Music Coordinator,  

Custodian and Pastor. We established the Designated Funds Policy. 

   Our cherished Adult Ministry Coordinator Dee and Bookkeeper/Administrative Assistant Shelly both retired this 

year. Congratulations to you both and THANK YOU SO MUCH for your dedication and years of service!  

We advertised, interviewed and filled those positions. Welcome and thank you to Karla and Lyn! 

   Unfortunately, our furnace, security system, computer and projectors decided it was time to “retire” too.  

We are grateful for donations to allow us to purchase new computers and projectors and are working on  

getting a new security system and furnace installed. 

  Finally, we are recommending passage of the amendments to the constitution passed by the  

ELCA Church Wide Assembly in the last six years and our amendment to extend the number of  

consecutive terms the treasurer may serve. 

    It has not been all work and no play. Ruth hosted a delicious, fun potluck at her lake home where  

we got to know each other better. We found out we even have some comedians in our group. 

   One night I got to church for a council meeting early and was alone in church for the first time. In the  

quiet and solitude I felt a strong sense of love for the church come over me. Our church is a blessing to us all.  

Thank you for allowing the council members to serve you.  

 

God’s Blessings,  

Ann Kooiker 



PASTOR ALLISON 
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 “God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  

So, we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide  

in love abide in God, and God abides in them.”  1 John 4:15-16 (NRSV) 

God abides here at South Santiago Lutheran. God abides in all of us and God’s love is seen in the love  

we share with each other and our community. We extend the love of God, of Christ, and of Holy Spirit to our friends, 

neighbors, and to our community. South Santiago has been a blessing to our community for over a hundred and  

forty years and we continue to impact our members and community. We display the love of God in all we do. God,  

and God’s love, abide in the church and in each of its members. 

Confirmation: 

We continue to use the Reform confirmation program. The confirmation retreat this year focused on  

learning The Ten Commandments. I reinforced this learning with a series of articles in the newsletter focusing on  

Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. Pre-confirmation continues with the fifth and sixth graders in Breakfast Club. Last 

spring they finished up learning about our faith ancestors in the Old Testament and over the fall they began to learn 

about those in the New Testament who helped to carry the Christian faith throughout the world. We continue our  

mentorship program as well as our service and worship assisting program. Our youth shine when they help in  

worship, from ushering to communion assisting, the youth of SSLC have positively impacted our worship services.  

On April 27th, we confirmed fifteen youth. 

Worship: 

Over this past year we have experimented with a variety of worship music, liturgies and styles. These  

experiments have been successful in enhancing our worship without forcing too much uncomfortable change.  

We hope to continue to look for worship music and liturgies which help bring us closer to the Word of God without  

worldly distractions. In December we offered a Longest Night worship of prayer and lament for those who felt the  

need for healing prayer and comfort during the busy Christmas season. Although only a few people attended the  

service, we feel this style of worship is needed within our community and we plan to offer another 

 service next December. We held our second annual Thanksgiving Eve service and despite the wintery weather, 

 it was well attended. Looking forward to next year, we are preparing for Lent and Holy Week as well as planning 

 outdoor summer worship services.  

Synod/ Conference: 

The annual Synod Assembly was held June 6th & 7th in St. Peter, MN this year. There was not much business 

this year due to Church Wide assembly. Synod Assembly passed the proposed compensation guideline for 2026, and 

we approved the building upgrades which were proposed for the Synod office building. These upgrades will allow the 

Synod to rent out a portion of the building to help offset the building mortgage. Professor Karoline Lewis from  

Luther Seminary was our keynote speaker and gave a series of talks on the book of John. In October, Fall Theological,  

a meeting of the Pastors, Deacons, and Synod staff, was held in Spicer, MN. We gathered for three days to receive 

updates from our ministry partners; to network; and to be enriched in the Word of God. Mark Allen Powell, a retired 

seminary professor and Biblical scholar was our keynote speaker. He delivered a series of mesmerizing talks.  

I meet monthly with our fellow conference pastors. 

2025 has been a year full of blessings. I fully expect 2026 to be a year of adventure, abundance, and  

fellowship as God continues to uphold, sustain, and bless South Santiago Lutheran and its mission of  

“Teaching the Word and Reaching the World”. 



YOUTH NEWS 
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ALL FUNDS FROM RECYCLING DONATIONS 

GO TO OUR YOUTH PROGRAM.  TRAILER IN 

CHURCH PARKING LOT. 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP WITH EMPTYING / 

REDEMPTION OF THE CANS, PLEASE CONTACT THE 

CHURCH OFFICE.  EACH STUDENT THAT HELPS 

WILL RECEIVE PART OF THE PROCEEDS TOWARDS 

THEIR FAMILY ACCOUNT. 

THANK YOU TO: 

*Ralph Johnson for snow shoveling;  

*Justin Houle for snowplowing;  

*Chuck Busch for shoveling snow;  

*Rich & Nancy Alickson for donating  

communion wine;  

*Jeff Peterson for blowing snow;  

*Ralph Johnson for snow shoveling;  

*Bill Rogers, Mark Swanson, and Greg Prokott for  

adjusting the projector;  

*Jeff Peterson for salting the sidewalks; 

 

*Sandy Empting, Amy Busch, Ann Kooiker,  

Ralph Johnson, Marilyn Humble, Brenda Jergenson, 

Nancy & Rich Alickson, and Ruth & Brad Thom for  

taking down the Christmas decorations and trees;  

*Amy Busch for office help; 

*Danny Jergenson for faith chest emblems;  

*David Darsow for roof shoveling; 

* Amy Busch for office help;  

*Ralph Johnson for coordinating appointments for  

heating system bids.  

 

Easter baskets 

Will be available  

to bid on in the 

 narthex from  

February 18 until March 29. 

Drawing for winners will be on 

 Sunday, March 29. 

If you would like to make a  

basket for the bidding,  

please see Karla. 

Spring Flower Fundraisers:  

Gertens flower  

fundraiser will begin 

March 2 and close April 2.   

Pickup at SSLC the week of May 3. 

 

Nelson Nursery Gift Cards will begin on March 2 and close 

April 2.   

Pickup at SSLC the week  

of May 3.  

Lenten Soup Supper Fundraisers:  

The youth will be serving Soup  

Suppers on February 25 & March 11. 

 

Watch for the signup genius to be sent! 

 Check the tables in the Narthex  

for the youth Pizza Fundraiser  

and Birthday Bags Project 

 collection box and list. 

 Thank you 

 in advance for your 

support of our youth! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:  Tom Punton (Mike Punton’s dad), Caroline Rost (friend of Chuck Busch),  

Steve & Sharon Tabor (Lyn Peterson’s brother & mother) Elaine Rial (Stacey Swedal’s Grandmother),  

Ray Gruenhagen (Julie Johnson’s cousin), Mason Schroeder (friend of Mark & Jen Lerdahl), 

 Jackie Massman (Gloria Kydd’s niece), David Zillinger, (Tom Zerwas’ uncle), Barb Marsh, Duane Langsdorf 

(Richard & Jackie Johnson’s brother-in-law), Laurell (Shorty) Haus (Kris Mateyka’s Dad), Audrey Nelson (Becky 

Bursch’s Mom), Korey Lucas (Curt Jarvi’s daughter), Amy Gohman (Daughter of Ron and Susan Peterson), 

 

MILITARY PRAYERS:  Sydney Stommes, Hayden Fassler, Cooper Peterson, Kyle Whitcomb, Ben Prom. 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR 

PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE 

South Santiago Adult ministry has a wonderful group of adults who help out to put on a variety of  

events for our church. We want to thank God for ALL of them!  

This past year Dee started us out strong with planning many events and after she retired I was able to take over 

in July.  Adult ministry supports many events throughout the year such as giving fruit baskets to some of our 

home bound members; participating in the Business Expo in Becker; arranging four “Out to Lunches” and inviting 

anyone to come; providing fresh cinnamon rolls for our Cinnamon Roll Sundays; organizing meals for those who 

need meals, helping with new member orientation; and helping with funerals. 

 

  The women of the congregation and extended family and friends enjoyed a wonderful  afternoon in May at “It’s 

a Girl thing” event. We had a wonderful luncheon and listened to a great speaker; Katie Shatusky.  Our annual 

Craft, Bake & Vendor sale was very well attended and as always was a huge hit for everyone. We had a group of 

members volunteer to help make lefsa that was sold at the craft fair which we were blessed to have our men’s 

Bible Study peel all the potatoes for that!  We were also able to offer a blood drive here in December.  

 

  Part of our church’s outreach is working with the Lange Home.  We supply communing needs once a month; 

 we help with memorial services as needed; put on Bingo; and provide an ice cream social.  

 

  Our congregation members buy Christmas presents for residents of the Lange Home each year. We delivered 

the gifts to them and had a fun Christmas party together.  There was lots of love, laughter, and Christ filled 

 singing enjoyed by all that day. 

 

  We thank God for all the opportunities we have had to bless others. We continue to work hard reaching  

out to our fellow neighbors in Christ to bring the love of Jesus to them. 

 

In Christ, 

Karla Zerwas  

ADULT MINISTRY COORDINATOR 
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MUFFINS AND MENTORS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BREAKFAST CLUB 

2025 has been a good year in our Sunday School and Breakfast Club classrooms. We have had a great year  

praising God, learning about how Jesus came to earth, performed miracles and how he died on the cross  

for all of our sins. 

 

• Our attendance has not changed from last year, still around 40 children.  

• We held 3 Parent Night Outs; February, October & December.  

• We had a fun Easter egg hunt in the spring. 

• We planted our garden again this year and were able to bring lots of fresh vegetables to  

Becker & Big Lakes food shelves. 

• Our VBS’s theme last summer was True North. We not only learned about how God’s love  

is constant and true but we were also able to learn about Alaska.  

• One of the children’s favorite parts of Sunday School & Breakfast Club is learning  

Bible verses and earning Bible Bucks.   

• Advent craft this year we were able to have 8 stations led by parents and older youth.  

Thank you to all of you who were able to help! 

• We were able to sing in church several Sundays throughout the year and sang at both services  

on Palm Sunday.  We love praising God and showing our parents what we learned. 

• We had a SUPER Christmas program this year. While learning who our true Super hero is; God the Father,  

we were able to tell the story of Jesus’ birth while being super heroes ourselves. 

• Breakfast Club; our pre-confirmation, had a great first full year with their new curriculum.  

 

We thank God for our wonderful teachers as they teach our children the word of God every Sunday.  

Thank you for a wonderful 2025! 

 

In Christ,  

Karla Zerwas 

 



COUNCIL MINUTES -  DECEMBER 1, 2025 
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All present:  Ann Kooiker, Lyn Peterson, Mark Swanson, Greg Prokott, Corey Winkelman, Ruth Thom,  

Jakki Kydd-Fidelman, Pastor Allison, Bill Rogers 

 

1.  Opening devotions-from Numbers 33 on the stages of the Israelites–Mark 

 

2.  Call to order 6:40pm 

 

3.  Open forum/visitors–none 

 

4.  Adoption of agenda–m/s/a 

 

5.  Consent agenda–m/s/a 

a.  November minutes 

b.  Reports (Dropbox, committee liaisons) 

 

6.  Treasurer’s Report–tabled until next month, as not available yet 

 

7.  Unfinished business 

a. Dec 28 service need to know all pieces by the 10th.  Liturgy, lessons, children’s message, hymns, Mark will usher, 

Mark will open and close the church, Heidi needs to know music, Merrill will run the projector. 

b. Security System update–one more financial piece and we will have it installed by the end of the year.  

c. 2026 Council nominations–keep encouraging members to consider a nomination.  

d. Admin. Asst. & Bookkeeper positions update–22.00/ hour for both positions, flyer created for various locations,  

posted online, small ad for paper.  

 Preferably bookkeeper Mon. 8-3 and admin Tues/Wed 8-3 and one hour on Sunday.  

Posting closes Dec.10, screening Dec 11-12, interview team: Jakki, Shelly, Rochelle with possible 2nd interviews 

Dec.15-19 , hopefully start by mid Jan. to work with Shelly for 2 weeks.   

Full start Feb. 2.  One candidate for each position so far. 

e. Carpet update–getting a quote from Grand Design Floors. 

 

8.  New Business  

a. Synod request for churches to contribute $1,000.00 each toward the Synod capital fund to go towards office  

renovations– 

This request will be presented as a separate item at the annual meeting for a congregational vote–m/s/a 

b. Recommended amendments from Model Constitution-Mark reported that most changes are changes on the  

synod constitution–will send out in electronic mailing and have copies printed.   

Council members are asked to review the changes and then vote in Jan if it’s ready to present at the annual  

meeting. 

c. Lyn suggests an audit every year, and recommends that we have one before a new bookkeeper begins–members 

of the congregation who might serve as auditors were suggested. 

 

Pastor Allison recused herself before the last two agenda items. 

d. Discussed the First-Call Theological Education Program reimbursement as part of the budgeted continuing  

education funds.  

e. 2026 Budget–discussed draft budget and Synod guidelines for pastor’s compensation, m/s/a 2026 budget 

 

9. Adjournment/The Lord’s Prayer 8:30 p.m. 

MINUTES HAVE 

NOT BEEN  

APPROVED 
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SIMPLY GIVING ONLINE OFFERINGS 

 NOISY OFFERINGS COMING UP 

FACTS AND FIGURES 
Funds Month Y-T-D 

 Total Income* $39,293 $302,092 

 Total Expenses $26,964 $262,025 

Difference $12,329 $40,066 

12/7 82 / 21 

12/14 67 / 44 

12/21 61 / 175 

12/24 75 / 176 / 90 

12/28 52 

General $31,101 

Building $2,930 

Repairs/Projects $3,540 

Women’s Min $60 

Youth $10 

Noisy Offering $233 

Other $5 

Youth Mission $150 

Total $38,029 

 

Churches have obligations just like families and  

businesses. When church members agree to an automatic payment  

arrangement, we can better budget our income because we know how much is  

coming and when. And if you leave town and miss worship, your giving and promised  

contributions are taken care of for you automatically so you don’t have to worry about it.  

 

Visit the website: www.sslcmn.com or email office@sslcmn.org, or the church office if you are 

 interested in Simply Giving. 

DECEMBER 

OFFERINGS 

*Total Income combines all Offerings PLUS any 

other income we have received for the month. 

Attendance 

8 / 10 AM 

I AM THIRD.           

 GOD.    OTHERS.    ME. 

FEBRUARY 22 

Durban Circuit (ELCSA)  

South Africa 

Our Partnership Committees have discerned 

several areas we might join in ministry: a new 

farm ministry in the circuit, repairs on the 

deanery, visitor exchanges, and reestablish 

the Lutheran Theological Seminary at  

Umphumulo. Your gifts to Great River/Durban 

Partnership Committee supports these and 

other ministries in the Durban Circuit of 

ELCSA—Southeastern Diocese.  

MARCH 22 

FAITH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

FORESTON, MN 

 

Faith Christian School is an interdenominational  

Christian school providing quality, Bible-based  

academics in a loving atmosphere. 

Our vision is to develop and strengthen Faith Christian 

School to be a dynamic resource for our community by 

preparing students academically, spiritually, and socially 

to respond to God’s call for their lives and thus impact  

their community for Christ. 



FEBRUARY 2026 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

8 am Worship 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Shelly’s Retirement 

         Gathering 

10 am Worship 

2 

Priscilla Bible Study 

 9 am 

Out to Lunch—noon 

Pizza Depot 

Council meets  

6:30 pm 

3 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Altar Guild 

6:30 pm  

4 

Confirmation 

6:30 pm 

 

5 6 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

7  

Graduate  

quilting 9 am  

Becker Expo 

11 am—1 pm 

8 

8 am Worship 

Good Baptism 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Choir 

10 am Worship 

Muffins & Mentors 

5 pm Super Bowl Party 

9 

10 am Fruit Basket  

            assembly 

10 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

Bible Book Club 

6:30 

 

Pizza pickup at 

Pizza Depot  

3 - 8 pm 

11 

Confirmation 

6:30 pm 

Pizza pickup at  

Pizza Depot  

3 - 8 pm 

12 

Pizza pickup at  

Pizza Depot  

3 - 8 pm 

13 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Parents 

Night Out 

5:30 - 9 pm 

14 

HAPPY 

VALENTINES     

DAY  

15 

8 am Worship 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Choir 

10 am Worship 

16 17 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

18 

Ash Wednesday 

Walk-in 2 - 4 pm 

Soup Supper 

5:30 pm 

Worship 7 pm 

Easter Basket 

Fundraiser starts 

19 

Coffee With 

Pastor at 

Dueling Brews 

8:30—10 am 

 

20 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

21 

Mission 

Quilting 

9-noon 

22 

8 am Worship 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Choir 

10 am Worship 

NOISY OFFERING 

Durban Circuit (ELCSA)  

South Africa 

23 24 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Bible Book 

Club 

6:30 pm 

25 

Soup Supper 

5:30 pm 

Worship 7 pm 

26 27 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

28 



MARCH 2026 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1  8 am Worship 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Women of SSLC 

9 am Choir 

10 am Worship 

2 

Priscilla Bible Study 

 9 am 

Council meets 

 6:30 pm 

3 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

4 

Soup Supper 

5:30 pm 

Worship 7 pm 

5 6 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

7  

Graduate  

quilting 9 am  

 

8  8 am Worship 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Choir 

10 am Worship 

Pastor Hollie presentation 

9 

 

10 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

Bible Book Club 

6:30 pm 

11 

Soup Supper 

5:30 pm 

Worship 7 pm 

12 

 

 

 

13 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

14 

 

15 

8 am Worship 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Choir 

10 am Worship 

16 

 

 

 

17 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

18 

Soup Supper 

5:30 pm 

Worship 7 pm 

 

19 

Coffee With 

Pastor at 

Dueling Brews 

8:30—10 am 

 

20 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

21 

Mission 

Quilting 

9-noon 

22 

8 am Worship 

9 am Sunday School 

9 am Choir 

10 am Worship 

NOISY OFFERING 

Faith Christian School 

23 24 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Bible Book 

Club 

6:30 pm 

25 

Soup Supper 

5:30 pm 

Worship 7 pm 

26 27 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

28 

29 

8 am Worship - Cantata 

9 am Easter Egg Hunt 

10 am Worship - Cantata 

 

Sunday School Kids Sing 

Both Services 

Easter Basket Drawing 

30 

 

31 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

MARCH WILL 

BE HEADING 

OUT LIKE A 

LAMB! 

 

   



Christ in our Home 

Is a daily devotional booklet for all  

ages.  Please feel free to pick one up 

in the church entry. 

South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Allison Peterson 
 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  office@sslcmn.org 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

Worship    8 AM & 10 AM   

Sunday School 9 AM 

                                                                                                                   

 Office Hours   Monday  8:30 am—3 pm 

                          Tuesday 8:30 am—3 pm 

                          Wednesday  8:30 am—3 pm 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives 

through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming  

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ 

Jesus.  We practice this by engaging in cross-  

generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is  

revealed by God’s Word.  We do this by connecting with our  

congregation, the community and the world. 

Dates for 2026 

Monthly on a Monday  

from 3:30pm–5:30    

February 16  

  

                                

PASTOR VISITS/NOTIFICATION:     

If you or someone you know is or will be  

hospitalized and would like a call or  

visit from Pastor Allison please contact the church  

or her directly at 651-391-7467. 

Salem Lutheran Church,  

90 Riverside Drive, St. Cloud 

CHURCH NEWS 

Free Food distribution 

Oakwood Church in Becker 

            First Wednesday at 10:30 am   

Free Frozen Meals 

distribution 

C.A.R.E. in Foley 

Second Monday 

from 11 am to noon                        


