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Game Plan: Sept 16th – Oct 21st

1) What is a Christian?

2) Who is this Jesus guy anyway?

3) What is the Bible?

4) What makes us Lutheran?

5) Worship – why we do what we do

6) Christian community



What is a Christian?

 Short answer: 

follower of Jesus 

Christ

What was a Christian 

to the earliest 

Christians?

 Bible: inspired Word 

of God, contains a 

good amount of 

historical narrative



Where we came from: Old Testament

Ancient 
Judaism

Christianity

Modern 
Judaism

Hebrew Bible = TaNaK = our Old Testament



Where we came from: Old Testament

God as creator

God as giver of LawGod as covenant-maker



Where we came from: Old Testament

Israel disobeys God, 

“does evil”

God angry, 

punishes Israel

God sends judge/prophet,

Israel repents

God merciful, 

redeems Israel



Jesus’ Earthly Life

Gospels = 
narratives of Jesus’ 
life on earth

Rabbi = Teacher

Dies, rises again

Parting words

John 3:16 – 17

16 “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may 
not perish but may have 
eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world 
might be saved through 
him.



Followers of Jesus

 Acts and the epistles 

(letters)

 Followers of Jesus try to 

figure out what to do 

without him

 Church expands

 How to live a Christian 

life?

 Around 100 CE, form a 

hierarchy/more 

organized church



Early Church: Heresy vs Orthodoxy



Early Church: Heresy vs Orthodoxy

 Council of Nicea in 325 

CE = Nicene Creed

 Creed = Statement of 

beliefs

 Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 



God the Father

 Creator God (Genesis 

1-3)

 Feminist theology 

time… God isn’t just 

male

 All-powerful, all-

knowing, loving, 

steadfast, etc.



Jesus Christ, His Only Son

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge

the living and the dead. 

 Father/Son imagery = closest relationship that we 

can understand

 End result: world saved through him, eternal life



Holy Spirit

God’s active 

presence in 

the world



The Other Stuff: What the Holy 

Spirit and Jesus do together

Holy catholic church

Communion of saints

Forgiveness of sins

Resurrection of the body

Life everlasting



Triune God

 Three in one, one in 

three

 Same “essence,” 

made of the same 

stuff

 Exist in relationship to 

one another


