December 2025

Volame 25 ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS ARE HERE!

Issue 12

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
9 AM WITH COMMUNION
4:30 PM WITH COMMUNION
8 PM WITH COMMUNION

ADVENT READING

FAMILIES Parent’s Night Out Birthday party for Jesus
If your family would like to

help with a special advent Friday, December 5  5:30 pm to 9 pm

reading, please see
Pastor Allison. We are having a birthday party for Jesus! Please bring an unwrapped toy for our

Toys For Tots box and wear your PJ's for a fun night at church.
SSLC BLOOD DRIVE

Bring your kids and the SSLC youth will feed them, play with them, make crafts

Tuesday, December 2 with them, and send them home tired.
Noon—6 pm $10/child or $25/family, all money will go towards into our youths accounts for
Contact Karla Zerwas their mission trip.
for more information.
% https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49A4A922A6FA7-59812500-parents
SSLC ANNUAL

Women of SSLC Christmas

gathering

Thursday, December 11, at 5:30 pm
at Jack & Jim’s in Duelm.

GIVING TREE

Thank you for opening <5 :
your heart to the :
families in need in
our community.

Lange Home o
Christmas Party %
Contact Karla at 763-333-8570 Friday, December 5 at 1:00 pm.

for more information. All are welcome to attend!

All Church Christmas Caroling

Wednesday, December 17

Meet in Becker at 6 pm

g % Relay for Life team is taking orders for Christmas cookie trays. Delivery of trays will
= ‘«4;»"?‘

%% be on Sunday, December 21. There will also be a few trays to purchase on that day. For
more information, please contact Donna Pozorski at 763-856-8474.

Blue Christmas worship
Sunday, December 21 at 4 pm

A Blue Christmas service offers
people a sacred space to remember their loved ones who have passed.

South Santiago Lutheran Church

The Messenger
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CHURCH NEWS

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

JANUARY 25,2026

MWMWW To all voting members of South

Santiago Lutheran Church:

Notice is hereby given that the annual congregational
meeting of the members of South Santiago Lutheran
Church will be held on SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026

Council seats open for 2026

at9am.

We are looking for people to serve on our
Church Council in 2026. Please contact
any of the current members if you

are interested.

There are 4 open seats for this year to be elected at
the Annual meeting on January 25.

HERE IS OUR NEW QR CODE

FOR ONLINE GIVING:

Thank you for your gifts!

Missing your print

newsletter?

Print copies are always available in

the church entry. Help yourself!

RAKE THE
TOWN YOUTH

Newsletter

SSLC’s Bible Book Club

We will meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the
month. Feel free to drop in as you are able. If you can’t
make it by 6:30 pm, still come, you can jump in when
you arrive.

We will gather in the library for fellowship, and to discuss
various books in the Bible. We will start at the beginning,
where the whole story began, Genesis. Bring your Bible,
it does not matter which version you have, something to
drink, and if you want to, bring your dinner too!

Our meeting schedule is as follows:
December-9 Genesis 45:1-15
December 23- Cancelled- Christmas
January 13- Genesis 50:15-26

January 27- New Book!

COFFEE WITH THE PASTOR

Pastor Allison will be at Dueling Brews in
Becker from 8:30 am to 10 am each
third Thursday of the month.

All are welcome to stop and have a - NS
Fas

coffee/tea and chat with Pastor about e e

whatever is on your mind. Free prayers for all!
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CHURCH NEWS

PRAYER SHAWL

If you have a person in your life that
you would like to gift a prayer shawl
to, please contact the

church office.

COME JOIN OUR

E Men'’s Bible Study Group
< Tuesday Mornings 10 AM

t
Y Every Tuesday at 10 a.m., SSLC men are

invited to participate in a Bible study in the nursery
classroom wing.

For the past many years, the group has been reading
its way through the Bible, simply taking a chapter a
week. All are welcome!

ALL MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS

We have a bulletin board to recognize =
those members and friends in their service
for our country.
We would like to include all active and retired
personnel from all branches of service, all law
enforcement, and all firefighters.

The information we are gathering: Name, Rank, Dates
of Service, Branch of Service, Where stationed or
area. We would like to place a 4 inch by 6 inch photo
with the description of each person. If you have
photos and bios to be added to this board, please
bring them to the church office.

PROJECTION/SOUND BOOTH
HELP NEEDED

We are in need of help in the projection/

sound booth for Sunday and Wednesday
worship services.

All ages from 15 and up.
Please see Pastor for more info.

Priscilla Bible Study meets on the FUSaESals

Bilble
1st Monday of the month at 9 am. % Study,
All are welcome to join us! e

OFFERING ENVELOPES

. We have blank offering envelopes in the
church entry on the podium next to the guest
book. Please feel free to take one
as needed.

Visit Our Library!

Need a quiet place to read or relax? Try our
church library! Comfy chairs, puzzles, and
books for children, families, couples,
singles, those who are grieving, seeking motivation,
self-help or spiritual growth, plus Bibles, Bible studies,
devotionals, biographies, fiction, and books about
Martin Luther and people from the Bible.

Stop and take a look!

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED: N

We are looking for people to help count $
offerings after worship services.

Summer months after 9 am worship; school

year after 10 am worship. Both regular and fill-in
spots available.

Counting takes about 30-45 minutes.

Training provided! Please contact Barb Marsh at
320-248-2949 or bmarsh123@midco.net .

SSLC Virtual Worship

-We are broadcasting on our
Y YOU TUBE CHANNEL-at South Santiago

Lutheran Church on select Sundays
Tube

going forward.

You can go to our website at sslcmn.org and click
on the link there or directly
within YouTube.
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SHELLY IS RETIRING

Shelly Bluhm, our long-time office administrator and bookkeeper, has announced that she will retire on
Jan. 31. We are so grateful for her many years of faithful service. She has helped guide us through
numerous pastoral changes! Watch for upcoming information on a celebration in her honor in February.

In the meantime, please keep our church council in your prayers as they work to find a person(s) to fill
these important roles on our staff. If you, or anyone you know, may be interested, please contact any
member of the church council, or Rochelle Ament.

There will be job descriptions posted on our website at ssicmn.org

Here’s a great idea-
Invite your friends to church this Christmas season!

or 4 REASONS why | should bother to pray, ask, and remind people to come when I'd rather just relax
and sit around munching sugar cookies.

00 0000000600000y

e 1. Life is scary
[ ]
e The economy, war, terrorism, ill health—there is a lot to be afraid of in our world today. But those who have met the

: One who calms storms, know that though the journey might be challenging, we are ultimately promised a safe

® harbor. Invite your friends to meet Jesus, the only reliable guide through scary times.
[

: 2. People are lonely

: Lies, abandonment, abuse, disappointment—no matter how wonderful the person or relationship, there are times
:when the best of human companionship will disappoint. That's because, as St. Augustine said, we all have a God-

e shaped place inside that only Jesus can fill. Invite your friends to meet Jesus, the only person whose love will never fail
:through all of life, death, and into eternity.

[ J
o 3- Everyone needs a purpose

: As a former Watergate conspirator said, many folks live their lives climbing the ladder of success only to realize it was

: leaning against the wrong wall. Jesus’ resurrection provides us with the power to live lives of significant purpose and to
e discern between true and false success. Invite your friends to discover Jesus, the only compass to guide you to a life of e
:genuine, meaningful purpose.

000000000000000000000000000000000000¢

[ ]

e 4. We're all going to live forever

[

e Most folks today believe that and the Bible agrees. The question is, if you are going to live forever, what

: neighborhood will you live in? Jesus promises that for those who believe in Him they will live in an eternal

: neighborhood of light, joy, purpose, and companionship with loved ones. But Jesus won’t force anyone to live in His

e neighborhood. Problem is, any place outside His source of light, joy, purpose, and companionship is an eternal place of
: darkness, pain, regret, and isolation—not a neighborhood we want anyone to live in. Invite your friends to meet Jesus,

e so they can live forever in the neighborhood of joy.
V0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
L.

Soeooooo0o00000000
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CHURCH COUNCIL & STAFF INFORMATION

Church Council Members Staff
Pastor Allison Peterson  pastor@sslcmn.org

Office Administrator e Shelly Bluhm e office@sslcmn.org

Choir Director e Heidi Lecy ® hansenhouseofmusic@live.com

Music Ministry Coordinatore Heidi Lecy e hansenhouseofmusic@live.com
Bookkeeper @ Shelly Bluhm e office@ssicmn.org

Custodian e Sandy Empting e windyofarm@aol.com

Children & Youth Ministry Coordinatore Karla Zerwase kzerwas@hotmail.com
Adult Ministry Coordinator ® Karla Zerwase kzerwas@hotmail.com

President @ Ann Kooiker @ annmkooiker@gmail.com
Vice President @ Greg Prokott ® prokottg@yahoo.com
Secretary e Ruth Thom e rathom@frontier.com
Treasurer ® Lyn Peterson e lynpeterson11@gmail.com
Member e Mark Swanson e mark@hmcg.biz

Member e Corey Winkelman e s1lmm80@gmail.com
Member e Bill Rogers e rogers122@aol.com

Member e Jakki Fidelman e kyddjakki@gmail.com
Member o o

Where does my offering go?

Where does my offering go?

Your offering is crucial to the mission of our church, to Teach the Word and Reach the World. It goes toward
worship and music expenses, building operation and maintenance, and for education and outreach. Each month
we will provide details on various parts of our church budget. Questions about our budget? Ask any church

council member.
December Focus: Outreach

Your offering helps us live out our mission to Reach the World. We do this through such things as Men’s and
Women’s ministry programs, Sunday morning fellowship hour coffee, participating in local parades and
events, and hosting events for the greater community at our church.

Our budget for outreach is $18,350/yr, 1529.17/month, or $1.01/wk per confirmed member.

Recap of the previous budget items that were covered earlier this year.

March—Our utility budget is $13,030/yr, 1,085.83/month, or $0.86/wk per confirmed member

April-Our salary budget is $148,615, or $12,385/ month, or $2858/wk, or 9.72/wk per confirmed member
May—Our budget for maintenance is $72,720, or $1,060/mo, or 0.83/wk per confirmed member
June—Our budget for worship is $4,200, or $350/mo, or $0.27/wk per confirmed member

July—Our music budget is $7,950/yr, or $662.50/month, or $0.52/wk per confirmed member.

August—Our administrative budget is $9,420/yr, or $785/mo, or $0.62/wk per confirmed member.
September—Our education budget is $290/yr., $24.17/month, or $1.00/yr per confirmed member.
October—Our loan expense budget is $46,000/yr., $3,833/mo, or $3.05/wk per confirmed member.
November—Our youth budget is $24,690/yr, 2,057.50/month, or $1.64/wk per confirmed member.

If each confirmed member were able to give 18.54/wk, or $964.08/yr, we would be able to meet our budget.
We know this isn’t realistic for everyone, but each member is encouraged to prayerfully consider what they
can give to the mission of our church, whether it be your time, your talents, your money, or your prayers. All
gifts are welcome!

L.
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PASTOR ALLISON

“He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to
him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples."”
He said to them, "When you pray, say:...” " (Luke 11:1-2)

“But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who
is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. "When you are praying, do
not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because

of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need

)

before you ask him. "Pray then in this way:
(Matthew 6:7-9)

And so, Jesus gave us the most perfect prayer. The Lord’s Prayer holds everything one needs to
pray to God. Adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplication. These four are the building blocks
for all prayers. Sometimes we only ask or confess, but in The Lord’s Prayer all four aspects of an
effective prayer are present.

First, we address God, Our Father who art in heaven. Here in our address, we acknowledge God
as our one true God, praying to God with complete confidence that our prayers will be heard. Hallowed
be Thy name, we remind ourselves, and God, that we hold the name of God in all holiness and that we
continue to stive to keep it holy. Thy kingdom come, here we ask that God’s kingdom comes to us, that
by God’s grace we believe God’s holy word and live a godly life here and in heaven. Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. God’s will is done without prayer but here we ask for God’s will to include us,
that God strengthen us in our faith and keep us firm in God’s word as long as we live.

Give us this day our daily bread; we not only acknowledge that God provides for all our needs in
this petition, but we also ask God to continue to provide for us. This petition includes all those things
we need not only to sustain life, such as food, water, shelter, and clothing, but it also includes those
which help sustain life in other ways such as friendship, love, compassion, and kindness, reminding us
that all life giving and sustaining gifts come from God.

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and here comes,
perhaps, the most difficult section of the prayer for most of us. It is easy to ask God to forgive us our
sins. We ask for forgiveness all the time. But Jesus threw us a curveball here, tying our forgiveness to
our forgiving others. God forgives us even when we feel we are unforgivable, why then is it so hard for
us to forgive others? We hold on to grudges and slights both large and small, how can we forgive those
who have hurt us beyond all imagination? This is where we might ask for the strength and the ability to
find a way to forgive others. God knows when we try to forgive, when we try our best to love our
enemies, but God also knows when we only give lip service to forgiving, when we say the words but still
hold anger in our hearts. So, when we pray for forgiveness, we need to try to forgive; we need to make
forgiving others a priority rather than an afterthought.

L.
The Messenger
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PASTOR ALLISON

and lead us not into temptation; we are all tempted by the evil one. We are all persuaded to sin.
There is no doubt about that. No matter how good our intentions are, no matter how hard we work at be-
ing faithful and true to God, we sin. Satan’s job is to tempt us away from God and from living a godly life.
But here we ask God to help us, to be present with us and for us, to give us the strength we need to turn
from sin and from Satan, from evil and from certain death. But deliver us from evil. Knowing that we will
sin, we will be tempted by the evil one, we ask God to help us break away from evil. We ask God to help
us break the chains of sin which keep us from God and from living a godly life and in the end, when we
breathe our last breath, we pray God will bring us home away from evil, to live in paradise with
God in heaven.

The ending of The Lord’s Prayer is called the Doxology and is not part of the original prayer which
Jesus gave us but was a later addition which the very early church leaders credited. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. By adding the doxology, we are saying we believe
these petitions, this prayer is pleasing to God, that the prayer is heard by God, for God has
commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear all our prayers. Amen means ‘yes, yes, it
shall be so.’

Jesus gave us the Lord’s prayer to pray when we do not know what to pray. It is a prayer which
encompasses all we need, and should, pray for and many times it has been the prayer | have gone to
when | do not have words to express the depth of pain and hurt in my heart. When all other words fail,
the Lord’s Prayer does not. Prayer is the cornerstone of our relationship with God. Jesus gave us the
perfect prayer and Martin Luther, through his small catechism, helps us understand what we are
praying when we lift our hearts and voices in the Lord’s Prayer.

If you would like a copy of Luther’s Small Catechism, there are copies in the racks in our foyer.

All God’s blessings,

Pastor Allison

ALL SAINTS CELEBRATION
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

12/01
12/02
12/03
12/04
12/06
12/06
12/08
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/16
12/16
12/17

Justin Jensen
Merrick Schuster
Clara Swedal
Marvel Paulson
Lincoln du’Monceaux
Carson Klimmek
Mark Bistodeau
Jeanna Tomczik
Bentley Trautner
Karen Wipper
Brody Stommes
Amy Busch

Anna Willhite
Ellie Stang
Ayden Trautner
Amanda Miner

12/17
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/23
12/26
12/26
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/31

Aaron Miner

Nancy James
Brooklyn Bolton
Paul Fowler

Holly Klinker
Richard Harshman
Nicholas Bierschbach
Jane Anderson
Barb Jensen
Andrew Stang
Tammy Miller-Hess
Tammy Mathiowetz
Dennis Stang

ANNIVERSARIES

12/10
12/18

12/27

Dennis & Brenda Stang

Brad & Katie
Bierschbach

David & Jakki Fidelman

Weekly Worship helpers

L 12/07 12/07 12/07 12/14 12/14 12/14 12/21
8 am 9 am 10 am 8 am 9 am 10 am 8 AM
Jeanette Teresa Tammy Miller-
READER Harshman Zehnder Amy Busch Hess Hudson Klimmek
Avery Jurek Bridger Ament

USHERS Lauren Hanzlik Lincoln Prokott Ben Anderson Sawyer Smith

HEAD

USHER Mark Swanson Mark Swanson Mark Swanson

GREETERS

ACOLYTE Bentley Trautner Sawyer Klimmek

FELLOWSHIP

HOUR

HOSTING

GOODIES

COFFEE

CREAMER
Aston Winkelman Lyra Willhite

COMMUNION Amy Busch Sydnee Bull Paden Willhite

HELPER Rich Alickson Wyatt Harkin Amy Busch
Sandra Cox, Sandra Cox,
Marilyn Humble Marilyn Humble

ALTAR GUILD Stella Prokott Ann Kooiker Austin Stang

PROJECTION

BOOTH
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THANK YOU TO:

*Mark Bistodeau for lawn mowing;
*Mission Quilters: Nancy Alickson, Alberta Brown,
Sandy Empting, Nita Lerdahl, Marilyn Humble,

Jeanette Harshman, Sandra Cox, Joy Hurd, Rosalie Klinker,

Donna Pozorski, Shelly Bluhm;
*@Greg Prokott for installing new lamps in the projectors;
*Scott and Rochelle Ament for hosting and providing a

meal for the Mentor Mingle;
*Amy Busch for office help;

*Rake the Town helpers, Stella Prokott, Lauren Hanzlik,

Aston Winkelman, Austin Stang, Griffin Baldry,

Brett Baldry, Greg Prokott, Maxton Klimmek, Hudson
Klimmek, Sawyer Klimmek, Alex Pozorski, Stacey Baldry,
Kristina Winkelman;
*; Rochelle and Scott Ament for organizing the Mentor
Muffin Sunday; all mentors and confirmation students who

baked and served muffins.

Weekly Worship helpers

12/21 12/21 12/24 12/24 12/24 12/28 12/28
9 am 10 am 9 am 4:30 pm 8 pm 9 AM 10 AM
Amy Busch,
Sandy Empting, |Brenda
READER Scott Bursch  |Jergenson Lyn Peterson
Griffin Baldry
Alex Ppzorski
USHERS Tristan Binnall
HEAD
USHER Mark Swanson [Mark Swanson [Mark Swanson  |Mark Swanson
GREETERS
ACOLYTE
FELLOWSHIP
HOUR
HOSTING
GOODIES
COFFEE
CREAMER
Rich Alickson
Brenda
Jergenson
Teresa Zehnder
Marilyn Humble [Denise Fowler
COMMUNION Bill Empting  |Dee & Mike
HELPER Denise Fowler  |Merrill Binnall  [Punton Bill Rogers
Tammy Miller- Amy Busch,
Hess, Sandy Empting, |Tammy Miller- |Lyn Peterson,
ALTAR GUILD Pamala Kipka  [Sandra Cox Hess Brenda Stang
PROJECTION
BOOTH
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BREAKFAST CLUB

Jesus is the reason for the season!

The busy time of the year is upon us where there are cookies to make, Christmas concerts to attend, lights to
hang, and shopping and wrapping to finish. Setting some family time aside to read parts of the Christmas story
from one of the Gospels is the best part of the Christmas season.

The Sunday School and Breakfast Club kids have started to practice for their Christmas program.
Sunday, December 21 @ 10:00 service the children will be eager to share their “Super” Christmas story.

Parents Night Out is scheduled for Friday, December 5, from 5:30-9 p.m.. We are throwing Jesus a Happy
Birthday party!!!! Come in your pajamas and be prepared for a fun evening celebrating Jesus’ birthday! There is a
signup genius to sign your children up on. We ask that you bring in a new unwrapped toy for our Toys for Tots box.
We would like to help children in and around our Minnesota area with blessing them with toys from Toys for Tots.
More toys can be also dropped before the PNO event.

There is no Sunday School or Breakfast Club on Sunday Dec 28 & Jan 4.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Karla Zerwas

ADULT MINISTRY

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests." Luke 2:14

Christmas is my favorite time of the year, the music, the cookie baking, the shopping, the Christmas parties, the
excitement in the children, and I’'m embarrassed to say but the Hallmark Christmas movies. But even in my time
of the earthly celebration of Christmas | love the serene time of reading the Christmas story from the Bible with a
cup of hot cider or cocoa. Reflecting on how blessed all of our lives are from an act of God. A God who through
Mary gave us to most important gift of all, Jesus Christ. Nothing can come close to that very first Christmas!

We at SSLC give back to our community by many of the missions we have here. One coming up is on Tuesday,
December 2. Our annual blood drive is fast approaching and we are needing people to sign up to give blood and/
or help with certain jobs that day. Please help if you can, Noon to 6 pm.

Dinner with Pastor will be Friday, December 5, at 6:00 p.m. at Jack & Jim’s. We had a fun time in October and got
to know some members a little more. Please come out and enjoy a good dinner with some friends.
All are welcomel!!!

The confirmation & older youth will be Christmas Caroling on Wednesday, December 17th, we are inviting
everyone and anyone to join us and we’ll fill some hearts with songs of praise. Please see/text me if you would
like to join.

| am starting to plan a few more events for the winter months, if you have any suggestions or would like to help
plan please see me and we can work together.

We wish you a very Merry Christmas & a Blessed New Year!

Karla Zerwas 763-333-8570
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YOUTH NEWS

MENTORS
AND
YOUTH

Young Adult Sunday is December 28th

We are inviting all recent (or not so recent)
graduates of SSLC to participate in our 9 am
worship service on Sunday, December 28th.
Young adults, please contact Karla Zerwas,

Ruth Thom, or the church office if you are
willing to greet, read the lessons, provide
special music, or give the children’s sermon
that day. 2025 graduate, Natalie Pozorski,
an architecture student at Anoka Tech, will
give the message that morning.

We look forward to hearing from her and
we would love to have as many other young
adults as possible be a part of our
service that day!

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP WITH EMPTYING / ALL FUNDS FROM
REDEMPTION OF THE CANS, PLEASE CONTACT THE RECYCLING DONATIONS GO
CHURCH OFFICE. EACH STUDENT THAT HELPS “ TO OUR YOUTH PROGRAM.
WILL RECEIVE PART OF THE ) ‘ TRAILER IN CHURCH
PROCEEDS TOWARDS THEIR FAMILY ACCOUNT. " PARKING LOT.

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAYER REQUESTS: Elaine Rial (Stacey Swedal’'s Grandmother), Ray Gruenhagen (Julie Johnson’s cousin),
Michelle Prokott, Mark Darsow (David Darsow’s brother), Mason Schroeder (friend of Mark and Jen Lerdahl),
Jackie Massman (Gloria Kydd’s niece), Marylou Lambert (friend of Lyn Peterson), David Zillinger, (Tom Zerwas’
uncle), Barb Marsh, Bea Bistodeau (Mark Bistodeau’s Mom), Duane Langsdorf (Richard & Jackie Johnson’s
brother-in-law), Mat (Daryl & Erica Nelson’s brother-in-law), Laurell (Shorty) Haus (Kris Mateyka’s Dad),
Audrey Nelson (Becky Bursch’s Mom), Korey Lucas (Curt Jarvi’s daughter), Amy Gohman (Daughter of Ron
and Susan Peterson).

MILITARY PRAYERS: Sydney Stommes, Hayden Fassler, Kyle Whitcomb, Ben Prom, Cooper Peterson.

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR
PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
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NOV 10, 2025 COUNCIL MINUTES

In attendance: Mark Swanson, Pastor Allison, Bill Rogers, Lyn Peterson, Ann Kooiker,

Jakki Kydd-Fidelman, Ruth Thom, Corey Winkelman, Greg Prokott CURIRES
1. Opening devotions- Ruth read from Jesus Calling and Hebrews 4:14-16 HAVE NOT
2. Call to order at 6:38 pm BEEN

3. Open forum/visitors : Shelly Bluhm announced her retirement effective Jan. 31, 2026. APPROVED

4. Adoption of agenda m/s/a
5. Consent agenda m/s/a

a. October minutes

b. Reports (Dropbox, committee liaisons) Background checks are mostly complete
6. Treasurer’s report m/s/a

e Sept/Oct giving is up

e Building fund is also up
7.Unfinished business

a. Security system update-Simply Safe won’t work for our building because of the size of our building, so going
back to our original provider for updates. Will work to raise the additional needed funds.

b. Dinner theater is on hold. There was not enough interest at this time.

c. Stewardship/Special meeting 11/16

e Stewardship Sunday is all ready to go with readings, children’s sermon, muffins and more

e Special meeting between services-further discussion was held on the proposed change, council will make the
motion for approval-need 10% of voting members, can be a voice vote

d. Discussed possible 2026 Council nominations and recruiting-6 open seats, 3 current members planning to
run again.
8. New business

a. Thanksgiving Eve service-Nov. 26th, 7pm, Pastor is recruiting youth readers, choir will handle pies, need
council to help with ushering, greeting, cleanup, etc,

b. December 28 service-Pastor on vacation, one 9 am service Ideas: Hymn sing, no sermon?--bring ideas no later
than next meeting

c. Annual meeting will be January 25

d. Stained carpet Idea-remove stained carpet and replace with laminate or LVP flooring, get 3 bids and
present at annual meeting

e. Synod donation-discussed whether we should increase our donation to the synod and decided not to make a
change at this time but to recommend a percentage of giving to the synod for the 2026 budget

f. 2026 proposed Budget-reviewed and will allow time for further review. Plan to vote on it in Dec.

e Raise pastor salary up to synod guidelines (12% increase)

e Add 400 to cover two guest pastors in 2026

e Keep synod giving at 800

e Raised Music Ministry coord prep time salary to 22 an hour

e Raised Bookkeeper and Admin to 22 an hour

e Raised Musician per service amount to 60 an hour

e Lowered youth and family salary to 22 an hour and raised adult ministry salary to 22 an hour

e Left custodian salary as is

e Tightened up expected expenses and income expectations

e Added in expense for background checks

g. Shelly’s jobs-we will announce her retirement this Sunday, and start preparing for how we will recruit for her
positions. Greg will start working on how to promote. We need to think of contingency plans in the event that we can’t fill
the position before Shelly leaves.
9. Adjourned at 9:00 pm Submitted by Ruth Thom
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SIMPLY GIVING ONLINE OFFERINGS

Churches have obligations just like families and }%/Zf
businesses. When church members agree to an automatic payment ,,L{g@&(
arrangement, we can better budget our income because we know how much is &Z@
coming and when. And if you leave town and miss worship, your giving and promised e

contributions are taken care of for you automatically so you don’t have to worry about it.

Visit the website: www.sslcmn.com or email office@sslcmn.org, or the church office if you are
interested in Simply Giving.

NOISY OFFERINGS COMING UP

HELP CENTER DECEMBER 21 JANUARY25 Q\U,E\*}%%AKS
— MONTICELLO HELP CENTER QUIET OAKS HOSPICE HOUSE sc s i

The Help Center offers monthly Food Shelf visits, food

delivery options for seniors and disabled clients, as well . . . .
, , The mission of Quiet Oaks Hospice House is to
as a monthly People’s Pantry drive-thru where anyone can

come and pick up boxes of essential food items. Our provide high quality, personalized care, comfort,
Clothing Center offers free clothing and household items. and dignity to our residents and their families in the
We hold special events throughout the year, some of remaining days of their life together.
which include: Thanksgiving baskets and a summer Kids
Kitchen program. In addition, the Help Center works in
partnership with several area churches to provide an
emergency gas voucher program.

Our residents and their families experience the genuine
care and comforts of home—massages, quilts and
homemade cookies are all essential
elements of care. Quiet Oaks is a
community resource, and we do all we can to
ensure we are accessible to all.

In partnership with area businesses, schools, churches,
civic groups, and many caring individuals, we strive to
eliminate hunger in our community and to provide hope to
those we serve.

| AM THIRD.
Attendance
OCTOBER OFFERINGS GOD. OTHERS. ME. 8 /10 AM

General | $19,695

Building |  $3,290 FACTS AND FIGURES 10/5 72/41

Repairs/Projects $395 Funds Month Y-T-D 10/12 717126
10/19 42 /24
Youth 510 Total Income* $24,156 $237,280
Noisy Offering $147 10/26 123/21
Total Expenses $22,021 $216,353
Other »85 Difference $2,134]  $20,926

Total | $23,622

*Total Income combines all Offerings PLUS any

other income we have received for the month.
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DECEMBER 2025

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
Priscilla Bible |Blood Confirmation Lange Home
Study 9 am Drive 6:30 pm Christmas 1 pm
Noon-6 pm
Council meets Dinner
6:30 pm % With Pastor at Jack
& Jims 5:30 pm
Men’s Bible Parents
Study 10 am Night Out
5:30-9 pm
7 CHOIR CANTATA 8 9 10 11 12 13
8 am Worship o Men’s Bible Confirmation Women of SSLC | OFFICE
9 am Sunday School Study 10 am | 6:30 pm Christmas party [ CLOSED
10 am Worshi Bible Book 0 pm ?t
P Club 6:30 pm Jack & Jim’s
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8 am Worship Men’s Bible All Church Coffee with OFFICE
9 am Sunday School Study 10 am Carohng in Becker [ Pastor at CLOSED
Ducling Brews
9 am Women of SSLC 8:30—10 am
10 am Worship %
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8 am Worship Men’s Bible Worship 9 am Merry OFFICE
9 am Kids Rehearsal Study 10 am Worship 4:30 pm Christmas CLOSED
10 am Worship Worship 8 pm
10 am Christmas program
4 pm Blue Christmas worship
NOISY OFFERING- [t
MONTICELLO HELP | HELP CENTER
CENTER
COOKIE TRAYS
28 29 30 31
9 am Worship Men’s Blble
Study 10 am




JANUARY 2026

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
» NEW OFFICE Graduate
‘a LOSED ilti
o= k YEARS CLOS Quilting 9 am
4 DAY
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8 am Worship Priscilla Bible | Men’s Bible Confirmation OFFICE
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Study 9 am Study 10 am 6:30 pm CLOSED
10 am Worship i
Council meets
6:30 pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8 am Worship Men’s Bible Confirmation Coffee with OFFICE Mission
9 am Sunday School Study 10 am | 6:30 pm Pasto.r at CLOSED Quilting 9 am
. Rible Book Dueling Brews
10 am Worship 8:30—10 am
Club 6:30 pm ’
MUFFINS AND
MENTORS O
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8 am Worship Men’s Bible Confirmation OFFICE
9 am Sunday School Study 10 am 6:30 pm CLOSED
10 am Worship
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8 am Worship Men’s Bible Confirmation OFFICE
9 am Sunday School Study 10 am 6:30 pm CLOSED
10 am Worship Bible Book
ANNUAL MEETING 9 AM  MEETING
FP R

NOISY OFFERING-
QUIET OAKS HOSPICE

N\
QUIET OAKS




South Santiago Lutheran Church
14675 - 37th Street
Clear Lake, MN 55319

Pastor Allison Peterson

Phone: 763-662-2048
Email: office@sslcmn.org
Website: www.sslcmn.org

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives
through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming
and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ
Jesus. We practice this by engaging in cross-
generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is
revealed by God’s Word. We do this by connecting with our

congregation, the community and the world.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Worship 8 AM & 10 AM WORSHIP

9 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL

Office Hours Monday 8:30 am—3 pm
Tuesday 8:30 am—3 pm
Wednesday 8:30 am—3 pm

CHURCH NEWS

e Christ in our Home

in the church entry.

FARE FOR ALL

Food that makes cents

Atonement Lutheran Church
1144-29th Avenue North, St. Cloud

Is a daily devotional booklet for all
ages. Please feel free to pick one up

PASTOR VISITS/NOTIFICATION:

If you or someone you know will be
hospitalized and would like a call or
visit from Pastor Allison please contact the church
office or her directly at 651-391-7467.

Free Food distribution

Free Frozen Meals
Oakwood Church in Becker distribution

First Wednesday at 10:30 am C.A.R.E. in Foley

Second Monday
from 11 am to
noon




