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10 Commandments: 9th & 10th Commandments 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK— Thus says the Lord, “You must not covet 

your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female 
servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.” –Exodus 20:17 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK—To be used in a variety of ways over the course of the week—

first thing in the morning; before you go to bed; as an opening or closing to household devotion 
time (see reverse); etc. 

Lord God, our stuff matters, doesn’t it—especially that stuff that helps us make our 
livings: our property; our tools; the daily bread you give us to live; our good names? 
Help us not only to avoid sinning by not wanting what doesn’t belong to us; help us 
also to help provide for those who are in need. And help us also to give thanks and 
praise to you for all that we do have. Amen. 

A BLESSING TO SHARE—A blessing can be a powerful ritual that reminds us of God’s 

promises and presence, both through the words, as well as the touch that we share. This can be 
used as a “good-bye.” It could be used as a bed-time blessing. Be creative in the way you bless and 
are blessed by the people in your life. 

As you mark one another with the sign of the cross on the forehead, says,  

“Remember that you are baptized, marked with the cross of Christ and sealed with the 
Holy Spirit forever. Amen.” 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS—Questions to ask as you read:  We could speak of the 9
th

 

and 10
th

 commandments as “gateway commandments.” The coveting about which they 
speak—the wanton desires we have for what is not ours—leads to breaking the other 
commandments. Notice, for example, the similarities in the language about coveting (in 
the CATECHISM RITUAL on back) and stealing (from the 7

th
 commandment two weeks 

ago.)   

Some questions to ask as you read: Can you identify the words about or ideas about 
coveting in these readings? 

Day 1 Exodus 20:17 The 9
th

 & 10
th

 Commandments 
Day 2 2 Samuel 12:1-10 A Story for King David About Coveting 
Day 3 Leviticus 19:9-15 More Teaching About Coveting  
Day 4 Amos 8:1-7 Coveting & Greed  
Day 5 Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus Again  
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CARING CONVERSATIONS—Try using either these suggested topics for conversation. Or, try 

checking in with “Highs & Lows” (What was the best/worst part of your day?) or “God Moments” (Where do 

you think you saw God’s love active and present today?). The main point is to be on the look-out for 

opportunities to move your household’s from the “surface” to the “soul.” 

 Why is it, do you think, that stealing and coveting are so closely related? 

 Is there any material thing that you do not own about which you tend to obsess over? 

How do you think that thing might make your life better? Worse?  

DEVOTIONS—One way of thinking about devotions is as a continuation of our community’s worship, or 

at least as a connection with it. The following basic pattern could be one way of forming your household’s 
devotions: 

 Gathering Prayer—Try using a lit candle; the PRAYER FOR THE WEEK from the front; 
or a suggestion from the RITUAL & TRADITION below. 

 Caring Conversation—Either a daily check-in, or extended conversation from above. 

 Daily Bible Reading—What do you want to remember from this reading? Households 
with small children might simply review the basics of the story read from an age-
appropriate Bible. 

 Closing Ritual—Some way of signaling the end: a BLESSING TO SHARE from the front; 
the Lord’s Prayer; or a song, either sung or recorded. If you use a candle, extinguish it 
as a sign of the end of the devotion time.  

Note: This is only a suggested pattern. It will vary with YOUR household’s context and patterns. What works 
best for you? First thing in the morning? Over breakfast? Bed time? Even if you don’t have children in your 
household, or if you live alone, be creative and flexible with how you practice your devotions. 

SERVICE—SERVICE is how we enact God’s great love for the entire world. 

 Someone once said, “The best antidote to coveting is ‘generosity.’” Find some way to 
be generous this week, especially for someone who might not be able to pay you 
back. 

 You will find throughout the DAILY BIBLE READINGS (on front) there is a very strong 
association in the Bible between property, stealing, and taking care of the poor. 
Regardless of the season, most grocery stores and churches these days have some 
sort of food collection for relief pantries. How will your household participate in that? 

CATECHISM RITUAL:  L=Leader      R=Response 

L What is the 9th Commandment? R You shall not covet your neighbor’s stuff. 
L What does this mean?  
R We are to fear and love God, so that we do not try to trick our neighbors out of their 

property or try in any way to get it for ourselves by claiming to have some legal right 
to it. Instead, we should help our neighbors and be of service to them in keeping 
what is theirs. 

L What is the 10
th

 Commandment? R You shall not covet your neighbor’s people. 
L What does this mean? 
R We are to fear and love God so that we do not entice, force, or steal away from our 

neighbors their spouses, family members, friends or employees. Instead, we urge 
our neighbor’s people to stay with and to be faithful in their responsibilities to our 
neighbors.  


