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PIG ROAST DINNER 

SOUTH SANTIAGO  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CLEAR LAKE, MN 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2014 

11 AM TO 3 PM 

 

BALLOON 

TWISTER 

WACKY 

HAIR 

CASH & 

PRIZES 
 FUN  

FOODS

CAKE & 

COOKIE 

WALK 

KIDS  

GAMES  

BACKPACK BLESSING SUNDAY   
 

will be September 14 at both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

worship services.  Bring your bags; invite your friends to 

join us for a blessing for the new school year!  

 

BEER 

GARDEN 

 

MUSIC 

BINGO 

FOR ALL 

AGES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF 

will be Sunday, September 14 at 9:15 a.m.  Come, 

bring your friends to share the fun of learning about 

God and his plan for your life. 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” –John 12:24 

One of these days, I’ll have a garden again. It’s one of my favorite things to do. There’s something  

therapeutic for me and the garden. Even when it came to weeding, the solitude of being in the garden 

was good for me. (No phones allowed in the garden!)  

Those first weeks after planting, though, were always the most excruciating! How many times did I go 

outside to check on the seeds? Are they up now? Are they up today? ARE THEY UP NOW? The  

anticipation of seeing if everything I planted was going to come up or survive or bear fruit or bear a 

bumper crop…it’s exciting to see what’s going to happen. 

In the verse above, Jesus speaks of his life as a seed, a grain of wheat that falls into the earth, and in a 

manner of speaking, dies. I think he had something quite literal in mind when it came to his very body 

that fell to the ground in death and was buried. And yet, that same body—that same seed—sprang to new 

life from the depths of the earth. 

But there is also a figurative sense to Jesus’ words, as well. There’s a metaphor at work that springs 

from what we can observe from the natural world. Just imagine that single grain of corn that is buried in 

the earth; and yet, when it springs to life and grow and bears fruit, that single grain has now become 

multiple ears, each with multiple rows, each with multiple grains! That one seed has multiplied perhaps 

a thousand-fold! So it is in Jesus’ words, there is a sense not just that his singular body falls to the 

ground, is buried, and springs to new life; it is as well, that the singular event of his death and  

resurrection multiplies faith and hope in the lives and hearts of all who come to believe in Jesus. The 

numbers are staggering if one were to try to consider the scope of all people who have turned to the  

Jesus event at the cross and tomb in a desire to make sense of their lives, their suffering, and to find 

some glimmer of hope and purpose. 

Our shared life together as a congregation can be compared to gardening, as well, as we seek to teach 

the Word and reach the world, as our mission statement declares. It is my prayer that EVERYTHING we 

do has to it some degree of “gardening,” whether that’s planting seeds, tending to seedlings, weeding 

out what might choke new growth, fertilizing with an eye toward a bumper harvest. Ushering… helping in 

the kitchen… preparing a meal for someone in crisis… seeking to grow in knowledge or practice… you 

name it. All of it should have some aura of being connected to the life that Jesus promises to us by  

virtue of Jesus connecting us to God. The Word of God bears that life to us—why else do hearts swoon at  

beloved words like, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall never be in want…” (Ps. 23:1)? But that hope-filled 

life is also imparted to us in no small measure when we share of our selves. When we willingly and freely 

lay down our lives to serve God by serving others—both in small and large ways, visibly up-front and  

invisibly behind-the-scenes—that same life of Jesus laid down for the sake of the whole world becomes a 

bumper crop through our clumsy efforts. One seed imparts life to a whole ear, a whole row, a whole  

granary. 

For all practical purposes, we are on the doorstep of a whole new year of ministry that begins in the fall. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:    Judy Minetor, Travis Mc Ginnis ( Jackie Johnson’s nephew), Brett Edling (friend of 

Kaas’), Harlan Fuchs (brother of Dee Holt); Fred Hustad (Kat Wallace’s cousin); Mona Edick (friend of Kat  

Wallace); Roger Pearson (Julie Johnson’s dad), Kathy Pancoast (Pastor Mike’s Mom) Lydia Wallace (Dean 

Wallace’s Mom),  Wanda Gilyard (Daughter of Ron and Lavonne Gilyard), Gerrie Dahlberg (Craig Dahlberg’s 

Mom),  Jim Kampa Sr., Roseanne Pittman (Ron and Lavonne Gilyard’s friend), Dee Holt, Donna Johnson 

(friend of Lavonne Gilyard) Collin Luitjens (friend of Zerwas’), Barb Whitcomb, Bonnie Olson, Ben Hales,  

Clinton Cox, Rosemary Mortrud (Greg Hurd’s Mom), John Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s brother), Becki Halphen  

(Tami Klapak’s sister), Kristi Werner (friend of Pancoasts),  Hunter Hoeft (Ron and Lavonne Gilyard’s great-

great nephew),  Darlene Jones (Garron Orton’s sister),  Margaret  Heinen (Marianne Lindsey’s Mom),   

Breann  Goracki (granddaughter of Gloria Mitchell), Judy Peterson,  Don Grafft (Sandy Empting’s brother),  

Ves Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s Dad). 

 MILITARY PRAYERS:   Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd, Steve Popplewell, Ted Freese, Zac Heinen, Michael  

Jacobs, Jeremy Schuch, Brady Marxen, Daniel Kydd, Derek Brown, Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  

Derek Schleif, Lindsey  Donelson,  Adam Graning,  Ryan Munsterman, Larry  Hoffmann, Gidget Borst. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED  

TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE  

CONTACT PASTOR MIKE. 

Of course, there will be on-going and familiar pieces of that ministry once again this year. Sunday school 

will continue as it always has. Confirmation will continue as it always has. Our small but stalwart study 

groups will continue.  

But there will also be some new seeds planted and some changes along the lines of weeding and  

cultivating and fertilizing a garden, all with the hope that a bumper crop of new will be born! Our  

Narrative way of reading the Bible on Sunday mornings will begin again. But this year, we’ll seek to keep 

track visually through a time line in the sanctuary that will be created artistically as we go. (See the  

article on p 9. for more information.) As our young people begin a unit of learning the heart of Luther’s 

Small Catechism as a foundation for faith and daily faith practice, we will be joining them in having those 

words appear in part of our worship service. (For some of us, it has been a looooong time that we’ve even 

cracked the Catechism!) And, we will be embarking on a new way of seeking to build relationships and 

congregational connection among our newest and often youngest and least connected members (those 

who are preparing for baptism, membership, or marriage) called Pathfinders. (We will need YOU to want 

to be an active participant in this ministry as it begins the end of September.)  

The point is hardly to begin new things simply for the sake of beginning new things; rather, we plant 

seeds to grow new life. We plant seeds with hopeful expectation of what might be. We plant seeds with 

the intent of passing on and sharing new life. 

As you read this newsletter, please read it with this question in mind:  where and how might God be  

calling me to plant, to be replanted, and to bear much fruit? 

See you in worship—Pastor Mike  
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SEPTEMBER FAMILY SERVICE GROUP 

  Sept 7 Sept 14 Sept 14 Sept 21 Sept 21 Sept 28 Sept 28 

  9 am 8 am 10:30 am  8 am 10:30 am 8 am 10:30 am 

READERS S. Empting       

HEAD USHER 
Kevin 
Kampa 

Kevin  
Kampa Jay Johnson 

Kevin 
Kampa Jay Johnson 

Kevin 
Kampa Jay Johnson 

USHERS        

GREETERS  Empting      

KITCHEN HELP Kampa Kampa      

GOODIES 

Bistodeau, 
Empting, 
Person,  
Ulsby, 
Martin 

Bistodeau, 
Hochsprung, 
Person, 
Ulsby Martin 

Bistodeau, 
Spiczka, 
Empting, 
Person, 
Ulsby 

Jen Wipper, 
Martin 

Bistodeau, 
Person 

Jen Wipper, 
Martin 

BASKET HOLDER        

COMMUNION SRVS B. Empting       

ACOLYTE 
Joe & Grace 
Kampa 

Joe & Grace  
Kampa      

MONEY COUNTERS 
Klinker, 
Hurd  

Klinker,  
Hurd  

Klinker, 
Hurd  

Klinker, 
Hurd 

PROJECTION        

ALTAR GUILD 
Empting, 
Harshman 

Empting, 
Harshman  

Empting, 
Harshman  

Empting, 
Harshman  

Is September YOUR family’s month to help for worship? We have 29 families in our group  and 

7 worship services in September  If every family helps out just once, every job should be filled 

with ease.   

It would be awesome to come to church every Sunday in September and see every spot filled 

in.  Please consider making this small commitment to help our church run smoothly on Sunday. We understand 

that September is back to school, cabin closing, fall fishing month,  so if you can’t help out this month please 

consider filling in a spot during another month that works better for your schedule. You can email the church, 

sign in on the schedule in the narthex, or sign up on our website: www.sslcmn.org under the stewardship 

tab.  Thanks! 
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THANK YOU TO: 

*Kat Wallace for bringing fresh flowers for worship;  

*Jay and Jessica Johnson, Karla Zerwas, Carey and Frannie 

Bowles, Mike and Dee Punton for helping serve breakfast for our 

guests from Zion Lutheran on July 20;  

*Frannie Bowles, Emily Brovold and Makayla Zerwas for sharing 

their faith stories in worship;  

*All families that have shared food for Wednesday evening  

worship services;  

*Youth volunteers for leading worship on July 20th;  

*Bill Empting for building maintenance;    

*Mark Bistodeau for lawn mowing;  

*Lonnie Spear for electrical repairs on the parking lot light posts;  

*Jeanette Harshman, Carol Michaletz and Marvel Paulson  

for newsletter, raffle ticket and giving statement  

mailing preparation;  

*Kelly Bergman for leading worship;  

*Steve Gilmore and Rich Alickson for plumbing repairs; 

*To all who supported the Relay for Life event, they raised over 

$6,000;  

*To all members and friends who helped with VBS this past 

week, it Rocked!  

*Bill Empting for hanging new shelving for the Backpack Buddies 

food;   

*All who supported Kelly Bergman for her YAGM mission trip with  

donations of $1,165;  

*The family who donated the entire cost of having the soffit and 

flashing trim work done;   

*Scott Wipper for donating a trailer;  

*Dennis Schuette, Bert Robb and all who contributed toward the 

recycling trailer;  

*Bill and Sandy Empting for cleaning and painting the recycling 

trailer;  

*Dennis Schuette for coordinating all trailer preparation. 

FROM KELLY BERGMAN:  Thank you for being absolutely 

amazing and truly awesome.  You have been the most  

wonderful faith family I could ever ask for.  You have been 

such a large influence on my faith and I am forever grateful!  

Thank you for your support of my call to Global service.  It 

is a huge joy to have people I love support my passion.  All 

my love to this amazingly awesome community! 
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Introducing PATHFINDERS…STARTING SEPTEMBER 28 

Preparing for baptism—WALKING WET 

Preparing for membership—WALKING TOGETHER 

Preparing for marriage—WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE 

 

Since February of this year, Jeremy and I have been working to revamp the way that our congregation welcomes, connects with, and seeks to integrate our newest, 

often our youngest, and sometimes our least connected folks in the congregation. The wheels started turning in our heads as we listened to the congregation in 

developing our Value-Purpose Statement: We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming 

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ Jesus. We implement this by engaging in cross-generational ministry and radical  

hospitality as it is revealed by God’s Word, connecting to others within our congregation, our community and the world. The question we had was, “What 

does this look like for us?” After reading a couple of books (Faith Forming Faith and Faith Shaping Ministry) and attending some continuing education events with the 

author of those books, Jeremy and I were convicted that our congregation would benefit greatly from a ministry that would lay out a pathway for responding to 

people who are contacted through these entry points to our congregation (baptism, new membership, and marriage). Here’s a little bit about Pathfinders:    

The Theology of Pathfinders:  The 

Bible is full of “pathway” or “road trip” language and 
imagery. Genesis narrates the winding travels of 
Abraham and Sarah and their descendants to whom 
God first spoke promises. Exodus through  
Deuteronomy describes the travels of God’s people 
out of slavery in Egypt and into the freedom of the 
Promised Land. One whole section of the book of 
Psalms—the Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-134)—
seem to have been used by travelers on their way to 
Jerusalem for annual feasts and festivals, and it is in 
this section of travel prayers that we hear such words 
as, “The LORD will watch over your coming and going both 
now and forevermore” (121:8) and “Blessed are all who 
fear the LORD, who walk in the ways of the 
LORD” (128:1). The story of Jesus is one that takes 
place on the road from Jesus’ home territory in  
Galilee toward Jerusalem. It is not uncommon for 
Christians to describe the season of Lent in terms of 
“journeying” with Jesus toward the cross. And that 
pathway becomes all the more intense as Jesus  
follows the road into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
One of the most powerful post-resurrection Easter 
stories happens as two travelers who are trying to 
make sense of what has just happened to them and to 
Jesus in Jerusalem: “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?”, they asked themselves once Jesus 
had been made known in the breaking of the bread 
(Luke 24:32). And that revelation moved them on 
that very evening to run the full seven miles to  
announce to Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem what had 
happened to them.  

People travel with God over a variety of 
pathways and from a multitude of directions. 
Those pathways and directions we yet will 
travel are many and varied. Our congrega-
tion members’ stories and practices are as 
many and varied. Yet the promises of God in 
the waters of Baptism and the accompanying 
Word are that we do not go alone. We are 
ALL pathfinders with whom the risen Christ 

travels. The name implies “a way.” But it is a way 
that is also full of freedom and flexibility and variety. 

WHO IS PATHFINDERS FOR? 

 Those who are inquiring about baptism at SSLC, 
either for their children or for themselves as 
adults. (For households seeking baptism for their 
children, those will be scheduled on a quarterly 
basis, on Sundays chosen by the families, following 
registration, completion, and/or of each unit of 
preparation. For adults seeking baptism, those will 
be handled through conversation with Pastor 
Mike.)   

 Those who are inquiring about membership with 
SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about marriage at SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about the Christian way 
in general and its Lutheran expression. 

 Those who have been life-long members and 
would like to review and/or grow deeper in their 
understanding and practice. 

 Those who have been regular worship attendees 
and active participants in the life of the  
congregation but who haven't officially “joined” 
the congregation. 

 Those who are leaders of the congregation who 
are looking to engage others from the standpoint 
of their particular ministries both within and  
outside the congregation—i.e., serving in  
worship; Backpack Buddies; Women’s and Men’s 
ministries; etc. 

 Any and all who are looking to grow deeper in 
their understanding of the Christian faith and its 
accompanying practice. 

 YOU. 

WHAT DOES PATHFINDERS LOOK 
LIKE?  

”Pathfinders” is the general title for our preparation 
ministry. But that ministry is really divided into 3 
parallel and sometimes intersecting roads.  

 “WALKING WET” is the Pathfinders section for 
households preparing for baptism for their 
children. 

 “WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE” is the Pathfinders 
section for couples preparing for marriage.  

 “WALKING TOGETHER” is for individuals 
and households investigating or preparing 
for membership at SSLC, either through Re
-Affirmation of Baptism (for those who have 
been baptized) or through adult baptism (for 
those who have not yet been baptized).  

Each of these sections has its own brochure that 
describes them in a bit more detail. 

All three of these sections generally meet at the same 
time for a meal and evening  devotions.  

************************************** 

If you are planning a baptism… 

If you would like to explore membership 
with SSLC… 

If you are planning a wedding… 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A SPONSOR… 

If you have questions… 

CONTACT PASTOR MIKE AND THE 
CHURCH OFFICE. 

PATHFINDERS STARTS SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 28, 5 - 6:30 pm. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Sunday School kick off will be on  

Sunday, September 14, for children 

from age 3 through 4th grade.  If your 

children need to register for this year, 

please contact Karla Zerwas or the 

church office. 

CHILDREN’S BIBLES 

Each student in the 2nd and 3rd grade will  

be receiving a gift of a children’s Bible at  

worship services on October 5, 2014. 

 

We have scheduled an informal class for  

students and their parents on September 21 and September 

28, at 9:15 am.  Please plan to attend if your child will be in 

the 2nd or 3rd grade this school year.  If you are not able to 

attend this class, please contact the church office.  

 

Dear Pastor Pancoast, President Lear and members of 

South Santiago Lutheran Church: 

Thank you so much for inviting us to pay a visit to your 

congregation on behalf of Lutheran Social Service of 

Minnesota.  It was great to be with you in such a vibrant 

congregation.  I visit many churches and always have 

good experiences, but your warm welcome was one of 

the best mornings I’ve enjoyed!  Thanks to everyone 

who was so kind and made my husband and I feel very 

much at home with you all. 

We want to personally thank you for your strong and 

enduring partnership with Lutheran Social Service of 

Minnesota.  Your generosity is a beautiful example of 

what God is able to do when people of faith come  

together on behalf of our neighbors in need. 

I spoke with your ambassador, Julie Jarvi, after the  

service about ways we might partner more deeply.   

We would be honored to serve with you in your  

community and beyond. 

Thank you again for your great ministry at South  

Santiago Lutheran Church.  Many blessings on all God  

is calling you to do and to be, 

 

  Mary Brown 

  Director of Congregational Relations 

THANK YOU FROM:                 

 

 

“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday 

                Sunday, September 7 

 

“When one congregation or a group of congregations gather 

for service in their local communities, they are the church in 

that place, taking care of that part of God’s vineyard. But 

this is all work that we do together. When one congregation 

works to feed people who are hungry, that is also the entire 

church coming together,” says ELCA Presiding  

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. 

  

“‘God’s work. Our hands.’ Sunday reminds us that we 

are church together for the sake of the world. Our lives 

have been changed by our relationship with God through  

Jesus Christ, and it’s that encounter with Jesus that frees us 

to make a difference. As you participate Sept. 7, 2014, in the 

dedicated day of service, may you witness the love of God, 

who knows and loves each one of us.” 

  

 We will gather for worship, per usual, at 9 AM.  

 We will be dismissed from worship at 9:30 AM. 

 There will be a variety of sharing-serving projects  

throughout the community to which we are being called. 
  

More details about those projects will be forthcoming 

on the Sundays between then and now!! 



CHURCH NEWS  
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ALL FAMILIES 

In September, your family will be  

receiving a call from one of our  

serving group coordinators.  They will be request-

ing that each family bring a pie to share for the Pig 

Roast Dinner, and a cake, cupcakes or cookies to 

be donated to the Cake Walk game at the Pig 

Roast.  If you do not receive a call and would like 

to bring items, please contact the church office. 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

SSLC FASHIONS  

HAVE RETURNED! 

Watch for the latest version of sweat-

shirts (both hooded and non)  and  

t- shirts to be debuted on Pig Roast day.  Pick out 

your favorite or order one your own color! 

DON’T FORGET! 

WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES CHANGE  

ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

WE WILL RETURN TO SERVICES  

AT 8 AM AND 10:30 AM 

MEN’S MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 

SEPTEMBER 12:  PIG ROAST EVE:   

A number of our guys plan to get to-

gether overnight in anticipation of the 

pig roast this year, on Saturday, Sep-

tember 13. Come join us in a time of 

fellowship in anticipation of our biggest event of 

the year!       All men are welcome ! 

STEWARDSHIP GROUP   

will meet on Tuesday, September 16  

at 8 pm.  All are welcome! 

LONG RANGE  

PLANNING   will meet on  

Sunday, September 7, at 8 am. Please join us! 

SOUTH SANTIAGO  

CRAFT AND BAKE SALE 

will be held here on November 15,  from 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Spaces are limited, all 

types of crafts are welcome.   Please call Julie Johnson 

at 763/261-2988 if you are interested in  

reserving a booth. 

ANNUAL PIG ROAST DINNER- 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2014 

If your business would like to donate a 

gift card, basket, or an item of your choice to our 

prize closet, please contact Kim Kampa, Jessica  

Johnson, or Lisa Orton.   They are also looking for 

donations of watermelons for dinner. 

Any gifts are appreciated! 

CRAFTING GROUP IS BACK! 

They will be getting together on 

the first and third Saturdays of 

each month at 9 am.  Plenty of 

space for all your projects! 

RECYCLING TRAILER IS OPERATIONAL!  

FEEL FREE TO DROP ALUMINUM CANS AT 

TRAILER.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

WOMEN OF SSLC  would like to support 

Friends of Sherburne National Wildlife  

Refuge by participating in their 1st Ever 

Wildlife Festival and 5K Family Run/Walk on  

Saturday, October 4, 2014.  All are welcome, men, 

women, children, families.  Brochures available. 
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CHURCH NEWS  

 

 

 

 

 

THE CATECHISM IN WORSHIP 

In the old 1953 movie about Martin Luther (simply called Martin Luther), as 

Luther settles into the life of a parish pastor, there is one scene in which he is 

obviously teaching a confirmation class. He asks one young lad a question from 

the catechism, and the boy, having obviously learned his lessons well, stands up 

and answers Dr. Luther. The problem with this version of history is that there is no 

other adult portrayed as being connected with the growing faith life of this young 

man—no other mature, Christian mentors apart from Pastor Luther; no parents; 

no one. Just the religious expert and a class full of students. 

In a previous version of this article, I lamented the fact that a significant piece of 

Luther’s Small Catechism has been edited out of most contemporary versions. At 

each heading of each section of the Catechism—the 10 Commandments; the 

Creed; the Lord’s Prayer; Confession & Forgiveness; the Sacraments of Baptism 

and Holy Communion; and the Table of Duties (daily prayers)—Luther wrote these 

words: In the plain form in which the head of the family shall teach it to his  

household. (Realizing, of course, that today, the “head of the household” very well 

might be a shared endeavor, or even, simply mom by herself.) The point is, that 

classroom scenario portrayed in the movie or that many of us endured in our  

own confirmation experience, was no where in Luther’s mind as he penned his 

daily handbook. 

This year, our confirmation ministry will seek to re-establish, even in some small 

way, this sense of cross-generational ownership of growing faith in our young  

people in two ways. (Of course, we have a strong sense of this in that we have 

dedicated adults who offer themselves as small group guides and mentors in 

confirmation. That’s a great start and one of the best things about our  

confirmation ministry!)  

First, the version of the Small Catechism that we will be using will include some 

daily devotions that will go home with our confirmands. Whether or not those  

catechisms come back each week or whether or not our households give it a try 

remains to be seen! But we can hope, right? 

Second, you will notice that pieces of the Small Catechism will appear in parts of 

our Sunday morning liturgy. In past versions of our Lutheran hymnals and in the 

present ELW (which we do not have in our pews), the Small Catechism was  

included. Here was, at least, one small acknowledgement that the content of that 

handbook was for everyone and not just the youth! Hopefully, these words and 

more importantly, the content of what they mean and how they guide daily faith 

and practice becomes every bit a part of ALL of our attentions and not, again, just 

our youth. If we are not willing to hear, learn, and remember this material, why 

should we expect our youth to? This is most certainly true.       

 

 

 

SSLC CHOIR 

Practice for our choir ministry will 

begin on Sunday, September 14 at 

9:15 am.  They meet to practice on 

the first three Sundays of the month, 

and sing at worship on the fourth 

Sunday of each month.   

All are welcome to join in  

praising God with our voices! 

CATECHISM CORNER 

This Is Most  

Certainly True: 

HALES FAMILY  

MEALS MINISTRY 

We are part of a group 

that is preparing and delivering meals 

to a family in our congregation, Ben 

and Sarah Hales.  Ben has had a 

number of serious medical issues for 

the past few years, and is on the  

road to recovery.  If you are interested 

in helping with this, please go to  

their Care Calendar at 

www.carecalendar.org/v2/

calendar.php or call the church office. 

FRIENDSHIP  

BIBLE STUDY 

Will begin meeting 

again in September 

and each month during the school 

year.  Their first night will be Monday, 

September 15, at 7 pm.  Please  

contact Barb Marsh for more  

information. 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 
Fund July Y-T-D 

General Fund giving $16,757 $130,432 

General Fund expenses $27,688 $131,458 

Difference -$10,931 -$1,026 

Building Fund giving $3,058 $27,591 

Building Fund expenses $5,640 $39,480 

Difference -$2,582 -$11,889 

Designated Fund giving $2,259 $39,276 

Designated Fund expenses $1,843 $34,200 

Difference $416 $5,070 

Grand Total Giving $22,074 $197,298 

Grand Total Expenses $35,171 $205,140 

Difference -$13,097 -$7,842 

ATTEND-

ANCE 

1st/2nd 

service 

7/2 24 

7/6 86 

7/9 25 

7/13 144 

7/20 137 

7/27 119 

7/30 28 

General Fund $16,477 

Youth $190 

Building Mort Fund $3,058 

Coffee $64 

Noisy Offering  $316 

Backpack Buddies $150 

Savings Rebuilding $201 

Other $10 

TOTAL OFFERINGS $20,467 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
9/01  Kristen Alickson 
9/01  Cooper Bluhm 
9/02  Ted Lysdal 
9/02  Todd Anderson 
9/03  Rick  
           Gonnerman 
9/04  Karen Jensen 
9/04  Jakki Fidelman 
9/04  Stephanie  
           Andren 
9/04  Zach Hurd 
9/05  Ann Kooiker 
9/05  Amity Felton 
9/05  Grant Steffens 
9/06  Jennifer Wipper 
9/06  Whitney Raygor 
9/06  Kelsey Janisch 
9/07  Loren Simmons 
9/07  Karen Steffens 
9/08  Sam Ewald 
9/08  Daisy Kent 
9/08  Ryan Gilmore 
9/10  Mark Lumley 
9/10  Scott Gedde 
9/12  Kari Peabody 
9/12  Eli Martin 
9/13  Lavonne Gilyard 
9/13  Brook Zoller 
9/14  Isabella Rick 
9/15  Matthew  
           Peabody 
9/15  Benjamin 
           Cencer 
9/16  Peggy Gilyard 
9/16  Kacie Bursch 
9/16  Kalley Jackson 
9/16  Chloe Orton 
9/17  Zach Witry 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
9/01  Roger & Melanie  
           Niday 
9/03  Ralph & Jane 
           du’Monceaux 
9/03  Zak & Theresa  
           Longstrom 
9/03  Dan & Sheri Haus 
9/05  Andy & Jan Ulsby 
9/07  Paul & Molly Loven 
9/08  Lew & Marlene  
           Olson 
9/09  Stan & Mary Gustin 
9/12  Ted & Ginny Lysdal 
9/14  Dave & Wendy  
           Reisem 
9/18  Steve & Kris  
           Bachler 
9/19  Dan & Lisa Salfer 
9/20  Eric & Regan 
           Stommes 
9/22  Dan & Gretchen 
           Huwe 
9/24  Gary & Marianne 
           Lindsey 
9/26  Tim & Emily Gallus 
9/27  Mitch & Christine 
           Bonnema 
9/27  Luke & Jenn Bluhm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
9/17  Kaitlyn Suckert 
9/17  Luke Reisem 
9/18  Colleen Bursch 
9/18  Wayne  
           Robertson 
9/18  Adeline Kent 
9/19  Amy Anderson 
9/20  Leann Simmons 
9/20  Trent Tople 
9/20  Kylie Bierschbach 
9/22  Cooper Lindsey 
9/23  Tonia Ulsby 
9/23  Tami Klapak 
9/23  Kallie Johnson 
9/25  Mike Peabody 
9/25  Danyell Pozorski 
9/26  Katie  
           Bierschbach 
9/27  Bill Empting 
9/27  Al Fish 
9/27  Sarah Peabody 
9/28  Steve Wynkoop 
9/28  Jeff Bergsten 
9/28  Stella Bloch 
9/29  Callie Doucette 
 
 

NOISY OFFERING 

 

An animal 

can make a 

world of 

difference 

for a family 

in need.  Animals provide food to eat, fertilizer 

to grow crops, and offspring to sell in the mar-

ket.  With one gift, you can help a family to 

escape the cycle of hunger and poverty for 

good.   

 

Your gifts to God’s Global Barnyard  

provides  animals to families in need  

throughout the world.  It also provides  

education, training, and resources to support 

people receiving animals.  We have chosen 

this as our Noisy Offering for September 28. 

 

Created out of love 

in memory of Dylan 

Britt Aaseby of 

Becker, MN,   

Dylan’s Hope Foundation is a local non-

profit organization dedicated to the  

prevention of suicide through public  

awareness and community outreach.  One 

of the most important aspects of suicide 

prevention is support.  The person who is 

struggling with a mental illness condition 

needs to know that you support him or her, 

and that you are willing to help them find 

hope in life again.  Our goal is to educate 

and increase discussion about suicide  

prevention and awareness throughout the 

communities of Minnesota. 

 

We have chosen this  as our Noisy Offering 

for October 26. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

Church Council Members 
President ● Rusty Lear ●rlear@legacyremod.com 

Vice President● Jessica Johnson ● 

jbrown1977@windstream.net 

Treasurer ● Carey Bowles ● manicstamper@zoom.net. 

Secretary● Joy Hurd ● joy.hurd1@gmail.com 

Member● Mark Swanson ● swanny@izoom.net 

Member● Kim Kampa ● kjkampa2@hotmail.com 

Member ● Kenny Howe ● kennyhowe71@yahoo.com 

Member ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Member  ● Julie Jarvi ● jajarvi@midco.net 

Member  ● Frannie Bowles ● fbowles98@gmail.com  

Member  ● Hannah Lawrence ● hlawrence.mn@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs  
Board of Education ● Karla Zerwas    763-262-8077 

Building & Grounds ● Rich Alickson    763-856-2511 

Cemetery Board ● Bill Rogers    320-743-3031 

Family Service Group ● needed  

Head Ushers ● needed 

Historian ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040 

Librarian ● Rosalie Klinker    763-263-2540 

Money Counters ● needed 

Nominating Committee ● needed 

Pig Roast Committee ● Kim Kampa & Jessica Johnson 

Stewardship Comm. ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Worship & Music ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040              

Long Range Planning ● Jay Johnson  612-325-3968      

Youth Ministry ●  Jeremy Hallquist  612-201-6382 

Active Groups 
Altar Guild ● Sandy Empting  320-743-2626 

Befrienders Ministry ● Marlene Olson    320-743-2524 

Funeral Coordinator ● Church Office 

Graduate Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Men’s Bible Study ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734 

Mission Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Nursery Contact ●  needed 

Prayer Chain ● Carol Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ● Tami Alickson 763-856-3320 

Relay for Life ● Donna Pozorski    763-856-8474 

Sharing Meals ● Dee Punton  320-743-3438 

Sunshine Committee ● Sandy Empting    320-743-2626 

                                    ● Barb Kydd    320-743-2924 

Women of SSLC ● Cheryl Ellingson  763-662-2224 

Faith Chests ● Lance Barthel    763-262-1622 

Backpack Buddies● Sara Gallus    763-262-1240  

Staff 
Pastor ● Mike Pancoast  ● sslcpastor@windstream.net 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries ● Jeremy Hallquist ● 

sslcjeremy@sherbtel.net 

Office Administrator ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcoffice@izoom.net 

Choir Director ● Heidi Hansen ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Musician● Heidi  Hansen  ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Bookkeeper ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcfinance@windstream.net 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

  

Our next meeting  

date is 

September 7 at 8 am 

 

Women’s Ministries Meeting 

August 10th, 2014,    8:00 AM  

 

The subject of collecting offerings at the individual Bible Study Groups 

was discussed.  It was determined that only one group collected at  

Bible Study. To stay consistent throughout the groups we will no  

longer be collecting.    

The Craft and Bake Sale will be held on November 15th.  Cheryl will 

invite Julie to the September meeting to discuss what help is needed.  

The Fall Thank Offering will be in November;  November 2nd and 9th 

are the Sundays designated for this offering.  Information will be  

published in October and will include a display, bulletin board,  

Facebook updates and news updates.  

It was decided that we will do a one month service project for Lutheran 

World Relief.  We will be collecting items for baby care kits in the month 

of February 2015.  More details will be provided prior that date.  Holly 

Klinker  is the lead and coordinator for this project.   

Everyone was in favor of a dinner out as one of the social activities.  

The Activities Committee will determine a date, time and place and  

inform the group.    This is usually held sometime in August.  

The next meetings are as follows; Sunday, September 7th at 8:00 AM, 

Sunday October 12th at 9:15 AM, and Sunday, November 9th at  

9:15 AM.  

The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2014,  

AT 6 PM 

HUNTER’S RIDGE IN BECKER 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Confirmation Schedule:  

September 10th: Mentor Training. Pastor Mike’s House  6:30 pm 

September 17th: Parent/Student Night- 6:30-8 pm 

September 21st:  5th Grade Student Bible Class 9:15 am 

September 24th: Parent/Student Night- 6:30-8 pm 

September 28th:  5th Grade Student Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 

October 1st: Youth: 6:30-8 pm 

October 5th:  First Bible Blessing at both 8 am and 10:30 am services 

October 8th: Youth: 6:30-8 pm: Food Scavenger Hunt Night! Drivers Needed. 

October 15th: Parent vs. Youth Wiffle Ball Tournament! 5:30-8 pm 

October 22nd: Youth: 6:30-8 pm 

The Messenger  

Save The Dates:  
 

Confirmation Dates: Grades 5th-12th 

 

***Orientation: September 17th and  

                        September 24 at 6:30 pm  

                            for  5th-12th Grade  

                        students.             

                        Parents are encouraged to  

                        attend both evenings with  

                            their children. 

 

***Kickoff:        October 1st  at 6:30 pm for  

                        all students in 5th-12th  

                        Grades. 

 

***Confirmation Stole Day: October 4th   

                       from 8am-2pm for 2014  

                       Confirmands(10th Graders) 

 

***Confirmation Sunday: October 26th at  

                       the 10:30 am worship  

                       service for 2014  

                       Confirmands.(10th Graders)  

Graduate Quilts:  
 

For those students 

entering 11th grade 

you will have a 

chance to pick out 

your graduate quilt 

colors on the  

following days. If you 

cannot make these 

dates you MUST 

speak to Shelly 

Bluhm no later than  

September28th.  

 

September   20th      

 9am-12pm 

October 4th    

 9am-12pm 

October 8th   

6:30pm-8:00pm 

October 22nd   

6:30pm-8:00pm 

 

Junior High Youth Gathering:  

 
The Junior High Youth Gathering will be held 

in Willmar, MN on November 21st-22nd. 

Registration for this event will need to be 

done by October 1st. Sign up sheet will be 

located on the Youth Board. This event is 

open to grades 5th-9th. Cost is $75 per 

student. We will also need adults to help 

with transportation. We look forward to  

seeing you there! 

Senior High Downtime:  

Please mark your calendars for our grades 9th-12th hang nights. A short time of devotion mixed with a 

fun evening activity each time we meet. This group will be meeting the first Sunday night of the month. 

Some events might be at church and others in the community.  

September 7th: Whirly Ball. We will meet at SSLC at 4 pm and head out to Whirly Ball in Maple Grove. 

Cost for this event is $30. This does not include supper.  

October 5th: Wildwoods Waterpark in Otsego. We will be leaving SSLC at 12 pm and spending the day at 

the Waterpark/Waterslides of Otsego. Costs for the event is $23.  

November 2nd: ***Pending*** Archery Tag: We are looking at an Archery Tag Dodgeball event in the 

Twin Cities for this evening. More details will come as the location will be new to our area!  

Faith Fest  - February 7-8, 2015 

 
Faith Fest is a weekend retreat for 6th-8th 

graders hosted by students at Augustana 

college. This year’s theme is “Making a 

Masterpiece” and is based on Ephesians 

2:10. This year’s musicians will be Lost and 

Found; with notably self described music 

style of Speedwood. Though you may not 

know the band they provide a comedic, 

rocking time with just a few instruments. 

Check them out on YouTube and hear some 

great high energy songs. Cost for this event 

is $70 per student and includes all you 

need for the weekend. REGISTRATION 

DEADLINE is December 31st. See Jeremy 

or Pastor Mike for more information.  
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2015 Summer Mission Trip: 

Please note that while we are 

posting the Mission Trip we are 

currently working on an  

adventure trip as well. These 

dates have not been confirmed 

due to the programs schedules 

have not been published as of 

date of this printing. 

Mission Osage Nation: June 21st-

26th. (With Travel Days to be 

Added!) Open to students  

completing 5th Grade through 

12th Grade.  

Cost is still to be determined.  

 

About Osage Nation: The  

hospitality we experience in 

Pawhuska is second to none. 

Community members will  

frequently stop crews working  

in the community to say "thank 

you" and offer a word of  

encouragement. One of the local 

pastors has been known to track 

crews down and offer them cold 

soda in appreciation. We are  

fortunate to partner with several 

local congregations in the  

community. Tom Boone & family 

ensure that our staff have  

everything they might need or 

want and have hot meals on the 

weekends. The people of 

Pawhuska are incredibly thankful 

for Youth Works being in their 

community.  

Many of them cannot believe they 

are the only site we have in  

Oklahoma. We have a  

partnership with the Indian Camp 

School to assist with summer 

school. It is a great way to engage 

with local community kids and 

help further education efforts 

made by the public schools. A 

small group of students will get to 

help with the Boys & Girls Club in 

town, in addition to potentially 

helping serve a community meal 

at the Catholic Church. We will 

also run a Kids Club for part of 

the summer, in addition to doing 

work projects around town.  

Evening activities include a  

historical highlight of important 

places in Pawhuska, a  

community softball game, a  

local church service and  

community cookout. 

Confirmation Mentors: 
 

It is that time of year again where we are looking for confirmation Mentor’s for our incoming confirmation  

students. We are looking for adults (YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A PARENT!) who have a heart for helping 

students grow in their faith over the course of the next few years. Our adults should have a heart for 

working with teens and young adults who sometimes can be a little rowdy but want to grow deeper in 

their understanding of how faith meets the world. If you have a desire to grow in your Biblical  

understanding and knowledge and want to grow alongside young people as they question, please ask 

Jeremy or Pastor Mike for more details! 

 

Here are the current needs and mentors:  

5th-6th Grade Girls: Open 

5th-6th Grade Boys: Carey Bowles 

7th Grade Girls: Jessica Johnson and Judy Olson 

7th Grade Boys: Open 

8th Grade Girls: Carey Janisch and Shelly Gilmore 

8th Grade Boys: Jerry Klapak & Scott Alickson 

9th Grade Girls: Amy Lear, Judy Olsen, Molly Loven 

9th Grade Boys: Steve Bachler & Brad Thom 



SEPTEMBER 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

OFFICE  

CLOSED- 

HOLIDAY 

2 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Altar Guild  

6:30 pm 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6 

Graduate 

Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

7 

Worship at 9 am 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Long Range Planning 8 am 

Women of SSLC 8 am 

Senior High Whirly  

Ball  4 pm  

8 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

 

9 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

10 

Youth Mentor 

Training at  

Pastor Mike’s 

home 6:30 pm 

 

 

11 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

 

 

12 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

13 

PIG ROAST 

DINNER 

11 am—3 pm 

 

14 

Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School Kickoff 

 9:15 am 

Backpack Blessing 

 

Choir 9:15 am 

15 

Friendship 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

16 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Women’s Night 

Out-Hunter’s 

Ridge 6 pm  

Stewardship  

8 pm 

17 

Priscilla 

Bible Study 9 am 

 

Worship/Youth 

Orientation 

 6:30 pm 

18 

 

19 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

20 

Mission 

Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

Juniors Pick 

Quilts 9 am 

21 

Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

First Bible Class 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

22 

 

23 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

24 

Worship/Youth 

Orientation 

6:30pm 

25 

 

26 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 

 

28 

Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

First Bible Class 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

NOISY OFFERING 

Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

29 

 

30 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

    



OCTOBER 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

Worship/Youth 

Kickoff  6:30 pm 

2 

Tabitha  

7 pm 

3 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

4 

Graduate Quilting 9 am 

Juniors Pick Quilts 9 am 

Confirmation 

Stoles 8 am-2 pm 

Crafting 9 am 

5 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

First Bible Blessing-both 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Long Range Planning 8 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Senior High Waterpark 

leave SSLC at 12 pm  

6 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

 

7 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

  

Tabitha 7 pm 

8 

Worship/Youth 

6:30 pm 

Juniors Pick 

Quilts 6:30-8 pm 

 

9 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

 

 

10 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

11 

Women’s Fall 

Gathering at  

Salem Lutheran in St. 

Cloud  

8:30 am 

Men’s Breakfast  

8-9:30 am 

 

12 

Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

Popplewell Baptism 10:30 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Women of SSLC 9:15 am 

Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

13 

 

14 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

15 

Priscilla 

Bible Study 9 am 

Worship   

NO YOUTH 

 6:30 pm 

16 

 

17 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

18 

Mission 

Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

19 

Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

20 

Friendship 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

21 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

22 

Worship/Youth 

6:30pm 

Juniors Pick 

Quilts 6:30-8 pm 

23 

 

24 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

25 

 

26 

Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

CONFIRMATION 10:30 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

NOISY OFFERING-Dylan’s  

Pathfinders  5-6:30 pm 

27 

 

 

 

 

Hope  

 

28 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

 

 

29 

Worship/Youth 

6:30pm 

30 31 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

1 

 



South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Mike Pancoast 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  sslcoffice@izoom.net 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 
 

“Teaching the Word,  Reaching the World” 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Sundays at  8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday/Wednesday  

 

Office Hours   Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives 

through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming  

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ 

Jesus.  We practice this by engaging in cross-  

generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is  

revealed by God’s Word.  We do this by connecting with our 

congregation, the community and the world. 

Calling All Aspiring Artists!! 

The way we receive our weekly Bible readings is called "the Narrative  
Lectionary." That is, beginning with Genesis, we read through the  

Bible following some broad themes on Sunday mornings and fill in the gaps 
with some weekly readings in between. We follow a broad,  

over-arching narrative or story within the Bible. 
 

This year, we're going to keep track of that story through a visual time-line that YOU 

will help create with ONE PIECE OF ART PER SUNDAY!!  

 ANY AGE and ANY LEVEL OF ARTISTRY. 

 Confirmation small groups and Sunday School classes can do this! 

 16x20 canvases will be provided (If you can defray the expense of $5 per, that would be helpful.) 

 Please fill the whole canvas. 

 Any medium--paints, markers, crayons, mixed media, photographs, etc. BE CREATIVE!! 

 The piece needs to be submitted by the Wednesday before it is to be displayed on Sunday--i.e., if it is to be displayed on 

Sunday, Sept. 7, the piece needs to be submitted by Wed., Sept. 3. 

 Submit with the art:  A title of the piece; the artist's name; the medium (acrylic, water color, crayon, etc.); a brief paragraph  

describing the piece and how/why you did what you did--i.e., how does this art connect to the Bible reading.  

For more information or questions, contact Kat Bryan Wallace at 612-735-1392 or via email at nkathleenbryanwallace@gmail.com.  

Feel free to pick up a flyer in the entry or narthex.  See our website for a link to “Sign-Up Genius” to register for your week. 

mailto:nkathleenbryanwallace@gmail.com

