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NOVEMBER 2ND IS ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY,  and on this 

Sunday, we will commemorate the lives of those who have died this past  

year who have been members of the congregation or to whom our  

congregation has had the privilege of ministering at the time of the death, 

member or not. Our members whose lives, faith, and service we will be  

remembering by name are Marj Weir, Curt Michaletz, Eileen Biorn,  

Jean Schroeder, and Barb Whitcomb. 

You are invited to use All Saints' Sunday to remember those loved ones in your life who have 

died over the course of this past year, or even those who have died in previous years past and 

have made a profound impact on your life, faith, and service. If you would like to participate in 

this remembrance, please bring a candle and holder (or more than one, as the case may be for 

you) from home to represent the life of your loved one(s). When you arrive for worship, there will 

be small tables around the altar area where you can place your lit candle(s) in memory of your 

loved one(s) and baskets to receive slips of paper with your loved ones' names and relationship 

to you. Those will then be gathered into the prayers for that morning.  

VETERAN'S SUNDAY OBSERVATION-

NOVEMBER 9: 
Jesus said, "Greater love has no one but that he lay down 

his life for his friends" (John 15:13). In the spirit of these 

words that Jesus used to describe his sacrifice for the sake of the world, we will 

again be observing Veteran's Day (November 11) with a recognition of and  

prayers of thanksgiving for all military veterans present in both worship services 

on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9. An honorary cross-generational color guard  

consisting of both some of our congregation's boy scouts and veterans will 

begin our prayer time at the beginning of the services. If you have your uniform--

WHETHER OR NOT YOU CAN FIT IN IT!--please be encouraged to bring it along, 

or else wear some other article of clothing that bears witness to your service. If 

you have friends or family members who are military veterans, please invite 

them to attend, as well. 

MISSION QUILT BLESSING 

Will be Sunday, November 16 at both worship services.  

Come and be a part of this blessing for these gifts that we 

will be donating to the St. Cloud Veteran’s Hospital. 
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KEEPING ADVENT AT SOUTH SANTIAGO LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Advent is right around the corner. (The First Sunday in Advent is actually the Sunday after Thanksgiving, Sunday, 

November 30.) The theme for Advent this year is "No Hope But By Faith," and the readings will all help us focus 

on that theme: that even in hopeless situations, our faith remains in the God who entered fully into our human life 

through the birth of Jesus.  

 

This year, we are looking to invite EVERYBODY who attends worship to be a part of getting ready for Christmas 

through Advent. Our Advent wreath and its four candles will be magnified this year through our Christmas TREES. 

That's right--TREES, plural. Each Sunday of Advent will have its corresponding tree, strung with lights and  

otherwise without decoration.  

 

That's where YOU come in! We would like each household in our congregation to bring an ornament for the tree 

on each Sunday of Advent. It can be a homemade ornament. It can be one from your tree. It could be a traditional 

ornament that your family might be willing to share with the church for this season. There will also be ornaments 

available here at the church if you forget, or if we have visitors among us. (We want to include everyone in our 

worship services.) Each ornament stands as an expression of faith and hope within our congregation, both as a 

whole and as individuals within our congregation.  

 

Tree decorating will take place as part of the service, toward the beginning, and Sundays will be divided up  

like this: 

Sunday, November 30                   First Sunday in Advent           Last names, A through E--Alickson through Ewald    

Sunday, December 7                     Second Sunday in Advent      Last names F-K--Fassler through Kydd 

Sunday, December 14 (1 service)  Third Sunday in Advent        Last names L-Q--Lawrence through Quisberg 

Sunday, December 21 (1 service)  Fourth Sunday in Advent      Last names R-Z--Raygor through Zoller  

 

What ornament will you bring? 

"Longest Night" Prayer Service for Healing--Sunday, December 21, 7 PM. 

Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas without a loved family member who 

has recently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult. 

 

The constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the 

season, about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have lost or have 

never had. The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, 

the pain of isolation - all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending. We 

need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we need to know that we are not alone. 

HEALING PRAYER SERVICE 
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Pastor Mike will offering an in-between First Communion instruction class on two Sundays,  

December 14 & 21. Both of of those Sundays will have only 1 worship service (beginning at 

9:30 AM). First Communion class will be offered beginning at 11 AM and run until 1 PM.  

Lunch will be provided.    

This class will be open to youngsters of all ages, but especially for any of our households who 

might not have been a part of last Lent's instruction. At least one parent needs to attend with 

your student(s). 

 

Some guidelines for determining whether your child is ready: 

 Is your child able to sit through worship? 

 Can he/she participate in a 45 minute to 1 hour time of instruction and activity? 

 Does your child have some basic sense of basic Bible stories, including especially Noah's Ark, Moses and the 

big stories of Exodus, and at least 3 stories about Jesus, including his Last Supper, his death, and resurrection? 

 Has your child been asking questions about Holy Communion?  

 Is your child aware enough of others in the congregation and their needs to show a degree of respect for the 

communion experience and their ability to conduct themselves well during Holy Communion?  

 Are you prepared to continue to fulfill the promises you made at your child’s baptism to bring him or her  

regularly to the Lord’s Table? 

Is your child baptized? (While this one is by no means a deal-breaker, God's promises that come through Holy 

Communion really begin at Baptism. Jesus commands us to do both--baptize and "Eat & drink this in  

remembrance of me." Why would we not trust Jesus' commands?)  

Of these guidelines, only the last question requires a “Yes” before your child can be considered ready to receive 

his or her first communion. While we practice a very open table when it comes to Holy Communion, our mission is 

to baptize and teach, that all may know God's loving promises. This isn't to say that those who aren't baptized 

can't or shouldn't receive communion. But where it is possible, we want to baptize before we instruct for Holy 

Communion. God's promises that come through Holy Communion really begin at Baptism. Jesus commands us to 

do both--baptize and "Eat and drink this in remembrance of me." Why would we not trust Jesus' commands?) 

 

If you have questions about your child's participation in First Communion Instruction,  

INTERIM FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION IN ADVENT 

HEALING PRAYER SERVICE 

Add to this the seasonal components that can affect our moods. Spirits can sink, as the days grow shorter. 

We feel the darkness growing deeper around us. We need encouragement to live the days ahead of us. 

For these reasons, we will be offering a special “Longest Night” service on Sunday, December 21 at 7 PM . 

 

Come out, and join with us in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture, and 

music that acknowledge that God’s presence is for those who mourn, for 

those who struggle  - and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our 

darkness. Everyone, regardless of church background (or lack of it) is  

welcome. Please invite others who might benefit from this service. 

  



Page 4 The Messenger  

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

 Jesus told the Pharisees this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a  

hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the  

wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found 

it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls 

together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.’” –Luke 15:4-6. 

 

A couple of stories from my past…names have been changed, and these stories have been shared  

with permission. 

Donna worked at the hospital in town as a med tech, drawing blood from patients and doing lab work on it. She 

didn’t work every Sunday. But she did work on the first and third Sundays, plus the occasional fifth Sunday when it 

occurred…which was when her congregation offered Holy Communion. When the conversation began within the 

congregation about having communion every Sunday, Donna, who was normally pretty quiet and reserved, spoke 

right up: “It has been six months since I received Holy Communion, and I feel like I am only half a Christian. There 

are days, especially working at the hospital, when I forget that even…maybe especially at the hospital…I belong to 

Jesus. I am Jesus’ representative. Holy Communion has always been that vital connection for me and my Lord.” 

Not many knew that was how Donna felt. 

Carrie and Kevin had tried to have children of their own for years and years. Now nearing 50, they had come to 

grips with the reality that it was not to be. So they had undertaken a ministry of their own to make sure that EVERY 

kid in their small congregation knew that Carrie and Kevin considered those kids “their kids.” They remembered 

their birthdays. They attended many of their special events, their concerts, and athletic games. Carrie and Kevin 

and I could hardly contain ourselves when we found out one day, miracle of miracles, they were pregnant. But  

that elation was outdone by the devastation of the news hardly a month a later that there had been problems with 

the baby’s development. He had died. For a whole host of reasons, neither the good news to begin with nor the  

eventual bad news were shared with the congregation. No one knew what Carrie and Kevin had been going 

through. “We were both completely numb,” Carrie would share with me later. “But knowing that you knew what  

we were going through, Mike, and hearing those words when you gave us communion that Sunday, “The body  

of Christ… the blood of Christ shed for YOU,” mattered in a way that I had never experienced before. God  

KNEW what we were going through because GOD had lost a child, as well. That was the beginning of our  

healing process.”  

Albert and Fern had been married for over 60 years. Unfortunately, Fern had suffered a debilitating stroke that 

had landed her in the hospital and on life-support. Fern had advanced directives to not prolong her life in just 

such an event. But Albert could not bring himself to actually make the decision and sign the papers. Later, he 

would share with me: “On Sunday morning, it just so happened that for the Lord’s Supper I was standing at about 

the same place where I had stood 63 years ago when Fern and I were married. I was reminded of the promises to 

be faith that I had made and the promises to be faithful that God had made. My promises were ‘until death  

parted us.’ God’s promises stretched beyond the grave, and knowing that gave me the strength I needed to  

make some hard decisions.”  

There are lots of reasons why communion every Sunday is a complication and burden for the few who seem to 

bear the lion’s share of the labor for setting the table and cleaning it up. And I, for one, appreciate deeply the  

efforts of our altar guild. (Can YOU help? We can teach you!)  
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PRAYER REQUESTS:    Brian Minger (Amy Lear’s uncle), Nick Bierschbach, Gladys Hoff (Elwood Orton’s  

sister), Lexi Erickson (great-niece of Ron and Lavonne Gilyard), Ronald Campbell (Donna Pozorski’s brother), 

Roger Pearson (Julie Johnson’s dad),  Scott Alickson, Andi Zwirner (Karla Zerwas’ Mom), Mel and Kathy 

Landwehr (Friends of Harshman’s), Julie Jarvi, Ginny Lysdal,  Annette Bistodeau (Mark Bistodeau’s sister-in-

law), Esther Struder (friend of Jenn Bluhm), Butch Hallquist (Jeremy’s uncle), David Woolard (Peggy Gilyard’s 

Dad),  Travis Mc Ginnis (Jackie Johnson’s nephew), Brett Edling (friend of Kaas’),  Mona Edick (friend of Kat 

Wallace); Lydia Wallace (Dean Wallace’s Mom),  Wanda Gilyard (Daughter of Ron and Lavonne Gilyard),  

Gerrie Dahlberg (Craig Dahlberg’s Mom),  Jim Kampa Sr., Roseanne Pittman (Ron and Lavonne Gilyard’s 

friend), Dee Holt, Bonnie Olson, Ben Hales, Clinton Cox, Rosemary Mortrud (Greg Hurd’s Mom), John  

Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s brother), Becki Halphen (Tami Klapak’s sister), Hunter Hoeft (Ron and Lavonne  

Gilyard’s great-great nephew),  Darlene Jones (Garron Orton’s sister),  Margaret  Heinen (Marianne Lindsey’s 

Mom),  Breann  Goracki (granddaughter of Gloria Mitchell), Judy Peterson,  Don Grafft (Sandy Empting’s 

brother), Ves Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s Dad). 
 

 
 MILITARY PRAYERS:   Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd,  Ted Freese, Zac Heinen, Michael Jacobs,  

Jeremy Schuch, Brady Marxen, Daniel Kydd, Derek Brown, Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  

Derek Schleif, Lindsey  Donelson,  Adam Graning,  Ryan Munsterman, Larry  Hoffmann, Gidget Borst. 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR  

PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MIKE. 

It is probably true too, that for 99% of the congregation, on most Sundays, it’s a regular Sunday after a regular 

week with regular events. 

Jesus loved the 99. But he’s seeking the 1. I don’t know who that 1 is. Nor do I know when he or she will be there. 

But let us be ready, as God has called us to be, with the very presence of God’s grace, love, and mercy, not limited 

to words but fully present in that mystical exchange between bread and wine, hearts and minds hungering and 

thirsting, and the real presence of Jesus with us.  

                                                                                                                                    See you in worship.  --Pastor Mike    

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

Congratulations to our confirmands! 

*Brynn Barthel  *Emily Bergsten 

*Macy Erson  *Reed Erson  

*Carter Garding *Kelsi Halvorson 

*Daisy Kent  *Zach LaFontaine 

*Deedra Lawrence *Cooper Lindsey 

*Hunter McCalla *Laura Niday 

*Chloe Orton  *Quinn Radeke 

*Jessica Robertson *Ryan Sommerdorf 

*Brittney Stang  *Morgan Steffens 

*Rachel Tauer  *Ross Ulsby 

*Sophie Weberg *Chandler Wiltsey 

*Mariah Zerwas *Brinley Zoller 
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NOVEMBER FAMILY SERVICE GROUP 

  Nov 2 Nov 2 Nov 9 Nov 9 Nov 16 Nov 16 Nov 23 Nov 23 Nov 30 Nov 30 

  8 am 10:30 am  8 am 10:30 am 8 am 10:30 am 8 am 10:30 am 8 am 10:30 am 

READERS           

HEAD USHER  Robb  Robb  Robb  Robb  Robb 

USHERS           

GREETERS 
Oachs, 
Schuette  Kaas Bergman    Bergman   

KITCHEN HELP Bursch          

GOODIES 

Drayna, 
Simmons, 
Cencer  

Fors, 
Cencer, 
Drayna Bergman   Simmons Bergman   

BASKET HOLDER 
Drayna 
girls          

COMMUNION SRVS Bursch          

ACOLYTE           

MONEY COUNTERS  Priebe  
Bergman, 
Priebe  Priebe  

Bergman, 
Priebe  Priebe 

PROJECTION           

ALTAR GUILD 
Paulson, 
Michaletz  

Paulson, 
Michaletz  

Paulson, 
Michaletz  

Paulson, 
Michaletz  

Paulson, 
Michaletz  

Is November YOUR family’s month to help for worship? We have 35 families in our group and  

10 worship services in November.   If every family helps out just once, every job should be  

filled with ease.   

It would be awesome to come to church every Sunday in November and see every spot filled 

in.  Please consider making this small commitment to help our church run smoothly on Sundays. We understand 

that November is deer hunting, fall fishing, holiday kickoff month,  so if you can’t help out this month please  

consider filling in a spot during another month that works better for your schedule. You can email the church, 

sign in on the schedule in the narthex, or sign up on our website: www.sslcmn.org under the stewardship 

tab.  Thanks! 



COUNCIL MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 14, 2014 
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Present at meeting:  Dani Priebe,  Mark Swanson,   

Carey Bowles,  Joy Hurd,  Kim Kampa, Rusty Lear,  

and Jessica Johnson. 

President Lear called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Mark led the meeting in prayer. 

Vacant Council Position:  Jessica made the motion to  

accept Dani Priebe to fill the vacant council position. This 

term will end at the next annual meeting.  Carey seconded 

the motion, motion carried. 

Minutes:  Kim made a motion to approve the September 

9th council minutes. Seconded by Jessica, motion passed. 

Altar Guild:  The Altar Guild has purchased consumable 

and extra expenses from their own account for many 

years. They raise funds for this account and manage it 

themselves.  Due to the fact that we now have  

communion each Sunday and Wednesday, they are  

running low in their account.  It should be noted that it is 

not typical for Altar Guilds to raise their own funds for 

church consumables.  Mark made the motion, and it was 

seconded my Carey, to have the church absorb the  

remaining expenses for the year, not to exceed $750. Mo-

tion carried.  The council decided to add the  

consumable costs to next years proposed budget.    

Additionally, Jessica will talk to 

members of the Altar Guild about 

how they would like to handle their 

account for future finances.  

Health Insurance:  The health  

insurance that we  

purchase for the Pastor’s family went up about $3,000 

from last year and the Gold plan coverage  will go up  

considerably again for 2015.  The council would  

recommend paying for the Silver Plus plan coverage.  The 

Pastor can then decide to pay the difference for the Gold 

plan if he wishes, or put money in an HSA.  The health  

Insurance changes will go in Pastor Mike’s  

2015 contract. 

Proposed 2015 Budget:  The council went through the  

proposed budget to find any possible errors. We used the 

past years information to come up with anticipated  

expenses for the coming year. 

Kim made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Carey. Meet-

ing  

adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Joy Hurd, Council Secretary 

THANK YOU TO: 

*Mark Bistodeau for lawn mowing and fertilizing;  

*To all the artists who have shared their gifts to make  

pictures for the sanctuary; 

*To all families who donated food for the food drive; 

*Marvel Paulson for delivering food to the Food Shelf;  

*Rich and Scott Alickson for installing new bulbs in the  

street sign;  

*Bill Empting for faith chest repairs;  

*Bill & Sandy Empting and Rich Alickson for donating 

fall decorating items;  

*Henry’s Catering for donating cookies for fellowship;   

*Randy Bader for winterizing the sprinkler system;  

 *Buildings and Grounds members for changing all the 

furnace filters;  

*Jane du’ Monceaux and Pizza Depot for donating pizza 

for the Parent/Youth Whiffle ball night;  

*All families who delivered the food from the Youth 

Food Scavenger Hunt to the various food shelves;  

*All families who donated food or helped in any way for 

the visitation and funeral for Barb Whitcomb; 

*Lew and Marlene Olson for donating insulated  

coffee cups; 

*Tami and Jerry Klapak for donating cupcakes for  

Confirmation Sunday refreshments; 

*Karla Zerwas and all Sunday School teachers for  

planning a great Fall Festival event; 

*Rich Alickson for giving hay rides at Fall Festival; 

* All families from our congregation who helped with the 

mass Backpack Buddy packing event:  Kents, Kenny 

Howe, Lindseys, Gerry Smoley, Sara and Clayton Gallus,  

Hallquists, Pancoasts, Stommes’, Janischs. 
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Introducing PATHFINDERS 

Preparing for baptism—WALKING WET 

Preparing for membership—WALKING TOGETHER 

Preparing for marriage—WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE 

 

Since February of this year, Jeremy and I have been working to revamp the way that our congregation welcomes, connects with, and seeks to integrate our newest, 

often our youngest, and sometimes our least connected folks in the congregation. The wheels started turning in our heads as we listened to the congregation in 

developing our Value-Purpose Statement: We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming 

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ Jesus. We implement this by engaging in cross-generational ministry and radical  

hospitality as it is revealed by God’s Word, connecting to others within our congregation, our community and the world. The question we had was, “What 

does this look like for us?” After reading a couple of books (Faith Forming Faith and Faith Shaping Ministry) and attending some continuing education events with the 

author of those books, Jeremy and I were convicted that our congregation would benefit greatly from a ministry that would lay out a pathway for responding to 

people who are contacted through these entry points to our congregation (baptism, new membership, and marriage). Here’s a little bit about Pathfinders:    

The Theology of Pathfinders:  The 

Bible is full of “pathway” or “road trip” language and 
imagery. Genesis narrates the winding travels of 
Abraham and Sarah and their descendants to whom 
God first spoke promises. Exodus through  
Deuteronomy describes the travels of God’s people 
out of slavery in Egypt and into the freedom of the 
Promised Land. One whole section of the book of 
Psalms—the Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-134)—
seem to have been used by travelers on their way to 
Jerusalem for annual feasts and festivals, and it is in 
this section of travel prayers that we hear such words 
as, “The LORD will watch over your coming and going both 
now and forevermore” (121:8) and “Blessed are all who 
fear the LORD, who walk in the ways of the 
LORD” (128:1). The story of Jesus is one that takes 
place on the road from Jesus’ home territory in  
Galilee toward Jerusalem. It is not uncommon for 
Christians to describe the season of Lent in terms of 
“journeying” with Jesus toward the cross. And that 
pathway becomes all the more intense as Jesus  
follows the road into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
One of the most powerful post-resurrection Easter 
stories happens as two travelers who are trying to 
make sense of what has just happened to them and to 
Jesus in Jerusalem: “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?”, they asked themselves once Jesus 
had been made known in the breaking of the bread 
(Luke 24:32). And that revelation moved them on 
that very evening to run the full seven miles to  
announce to Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem what had 
happened to them.  

People travel with God over a variety of 
pathways and from a multitude of directions. 
Those pathways and directions we yet will 
travel are many and varied. Our  
congregation members’ stories and practices 
are as many and varied. Yet the promises of 
God in the waters of Baptism and the accom-
panying Word are that we do not go alone. 
We are ALL pathfinders with whom the risen 

Christ travels. The name implies “a way.” But it is a 
way that is also full of freedom and flexibility and 
variety. 

WHO IS PATHFINDERS FOR? 

 Those who are inquiring about baptism at SSLC, 
either for their children or for themselves as 
adults. (For households seeking baptism for their 
children, those will be scheduled on a quarterly 
basis, on Sundays chosen by the families, following 
registration, completion, and/or of each unit of 
preparation. For adults seeking baptism, those will 
be handled through conversation with Pastor 
Mike.)   

 Those who are inquiring about membership with 
SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about marriage at SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about the Christian way 
in general and its Lutheran expression. 

 Those who have been life-long members and 
would like to review and/or grow deeper in their 
understanding and practice. 

 Those who have been regular worship attendees 
and active participants in the life of the  
congregation but who haven't officially “joined” 
the congregation. 

 Those who are leaders of the congregation who 
are looking to engage others from the standpoint 
of their particular ministries both within and  
outside the congregation—i.e., serving in  
worship; Backpack Buddies; Women’s and Men’s 
ministries; etc. 

 Any and all who are looking to grow deeper in 
their understanding of the Christian faith and its 
accompanying practice. 

 YOU. 

WHAT DOES PATHFINDERS LOOK 
LIKE?  

”Pathfinders” is the general title for our preparation 
ministry. But that ministry is really divided into 3 
parallel and sometimes intersecting roads.  

 “WALKING WET” is the Pathfinders section for 
households preparing for baptism for their 
children. 

 “WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE” is the Pathfinders 
section for couples preparing for marriage.  

 “WALKING TOGETHER” is for individuals 
and households investigating or preparing 
for membership at SSLC, either through Re
-Affirmation of Baptism (for those who have 
been baptized) or through adult baptism (for 
those who have not yet been baptized).  

Each of these sections has its own brochure that 
describes them in a bit more detail. 

All three of these sections generally meet at the same 
time for a meal and evening  devotions.  

************************************** 

If you are planning a baptism… 

If you would like to explore membership 
with SSLC… 

If you are planning a wedding… 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A SPONSOR… 

If you have questions… 

CONTACT PASTOR MIKE  OR THE  
CHURCH OFFICE. 

 Upcoming dates:  November 2,  
November 30 
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Parents of Small Children, ages 3 years and younger--We want to 

thank you, commend you, and support you in having your  

children in worship! Children learn to worship by watching adults 

worship. We believe children belong in worship, and when they 

can be engaged by what's going on in worship, they show us how to worship freely and without inhibition! 

("Bring the little children to me, and do not hinder them," Jesus said.)  

 

But we also want to offer you parents a break, because worship is also adult time. Know that we are  

trying to offer a staffed nursery every Sunday, especially for during the sermon time when there is less 

action going on up front. If you are willing and able to give a Sunday occasionally in the nursery, please  

contact Nikki Popplewell at nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com or at 763-516-1119. 

FALL FESTIVAL PHOTOS 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER 

UPCOMING EVENT DATES/TIMES 

NOVEMBER 2   CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PRACTICE  

BEGINS– GOES THROUGH DECEMBER 7 

NOVEMBER 16  SING AT 10:30 AM WORSHIP 

NOVEMBER 30  ADVENT CRAFT SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 6  PARENTS NIGHT OUT 

5 PM TO 9 PM 

ALL STUDENTS FROM AGE 4 THROUGH 4TH GRADE 

DECEMBER 13 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DRESS REHEARSAL  9 AM 

DECEMBER 14 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AND CANTATA COMBINED 

AT WORSHIP 9:30 AM 

DECEMBER 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

4 PM, 9 PM, 11 PM 

Nursery Available for Younger Children 

mailto:nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com


CHURCH NEWS  
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National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

COBORNS TURKEY CARDS 

We will be collecting full or partially filled 

turkey cards from Coborns to donate to 

C.R.O.S.S. in Foley for families in need.   

You may drop them in the office, or in the 

offering basket  by November 30, 2014.      

                     Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP GROUP   

will meet on Tuesday, November 18 

at 8 pm.  All are welcome! 

LONG RANGE  

PLANNING   will meet on  

Sunday, November 2, at 9:15 am. Please join us! 

SOUTH SANTIAGO  

CRAFT AND BAKE SALE 

will be held here on November 15,  from 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Spaces are limited, all types of crafts 

are welcome.   Please call Julie Johnson at 763/261-

2988 if you are interested in reserving a booth. 

FOR SALE:  “Bad Girls of the Bible” books 

$12.50 each—contact Shelly in the office 

RECYCLING TRAILER IS  OPERATIONAL!  

FEEL FREE TO DROP ALUMINUM CANS  

AT TRAILER.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

SOUND BOOTH TRAINING DAY 

 

On Sunday, November 16, between worship  

services, Jeremy will be offering training on the  

projection system, sound board and light display 

board.  Any age or gender are welcome to join him.   

 

We are looking for people to help 

prep, cook and package lefse for 

our annual Craft and Bake Sale 

during the week of  November 9.  

Please contact the church office if 

you can help us out.  Thanks! 

 

 
ALL MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

 
We are putting together a Military and Service 
bulletin board to recognize these members and 
friends in their service for our country.  We 
would like to include all active and retired 
personnel from all branches of service, all law 
enforcement, and all firefighters. 
 
The information we are gathering are: Name, 
Rank, Dates of Service, Branch of Service, Where 
stationed or area. We would like to place a 4 inch 
by 6 inch photo along with the description of 
each person on these boards. 
 
Please contact Nikki Popplewell at 763-261-2334 
or email her at Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com for 

more information. 

Relay for Life will be offering 

Christmas baskets and baked 

goods at their tables on Sunday, 

December 14, and December 21. 

Please support them and get some 

yummy treats and gifts in the process! 

mailto:Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com
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CHURCH NEWS  

 

 

 

 

I CAN NOT BY MY OWN EFFORT OR UNDERSTANDING... 

The Apostles’ Creed is divided into 3 sections, or articles. The first article reminds 

us what the Bible teaches about God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and 

earth. Here, Luther reminds us that God’s creative work did not end on day 6 of 

Creation. Rather, God continues to provide what we need, often without our  

asking and frequently, without our thanks. 

The second article of the creed reminds us of the Jesus story. Here, we are  

reminded of the eternal implications of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. 

But we are also reminded that the eternity of Jesus’ kingdom is also part of our 

mission here, today: “...to serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, even as he is risen from the dead…”. 

The third article of the creed reminds us of the on-going ways that God’s Holy 

Spirit continues to work on and in us. The holy catholic (world-wide Christian) 

church, the communion of those who have gone before us in the faith, the  

proclamation of forgiven sin, and promise and hope of the resurrection both of 

Jesus’ body and some day, ours, are all ways that the Holy Spirit seeks to keep  

us connected with God.  

But in Luther’s explanation, his opening phrase is such amazing good news  

indeed! He writes, “I believe that by my own reason or strength, I cannot believe 

in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him.” Luther goes on to remind us that God’s 

Holy Spirit moving and shaking and filling and guiding creates faith in us.  

However it is we come to say, “I believe” or even “I believe; help my  

unbelief” (Mark 9), here is a sign that God’s Holy Spirit has been at work long 

before we ourselves come to that proclamation.  

In 2 Kings 5:1-15, we read of a healing performed by the prophet Elisha on a man 

of wealth and power, a military general of a foreign occupying army. “Wash in the 

Jordan River seven times, and you will be healed,” the man of God sends orders 

out to Naaman the Syrian general, who storms off, furious that Elisha didn’t come 

out and at least perform some act of witch doctoring! But it is the general’s  

servants—more than likely captured from Israel—who encourage him, “Father, if 

the prophet had commanded something difficult, would you not have done it?” 

So Naaman goes, and washes, and is healed.  

Reason and understanding failed Naaman. Left to his own devices and effort, he 

would die, both physically and spiritually. Yet the spirit of God, contained in the 

faith and encouragement of the most unlikely and insignificant people, brings 

Naaman not only healing of the body, but of his own spirit and soul, as well. “Now 

I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel,” he proclaims.  

How has the Holy Spirit worked in your life? Who has been the Spirit’s vessel? 

How have they nudged you to faith and trust?   

 

 

SSLC CHOIR 

Will practice on Sundays at 9:15 

am, and sing at worship on one 

Sunday of each month  

at both services  

All are welcome to join in  

praising God with our voices! 

CATECHISM CORNER 

This Is Most  

Certainly True: 

HALES FAMILY  

MEALS MINISTRY 

We are part of a group 

that is preparing and delivering 

meals to a family in our  

congregation, Ben and Sarah 

Hales.  Ben has had a number of 

serious medical issues for the past 

few years, and is on the road to  

recovery.  If you are interested in 

helping with this, please go to their 

Care Calendar at 

www.carecalendar.org/v2/

calendar.php or call us at church. 

FRIENDSHIP  

BIBLE STUDY 

meets on the 

third Monday evening of each 

month 7 pm.  Please contact Barb 

Marsh for more information. 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 
Fund September Y-T-D 

General Fund giving $25,712 $173,264 

General Fund expenses $27,854 $173,312 

Difference -$2,142 -$48 

Building Fund giving $3,721 $36,126 

Building Fund expenses $5,640 $50,760 

Difference -$1,919 -$14,634 

Designated Fund giving $1,105 $42,808 

Designated Fund expenses $2,430 $44,192 

Difference -$1,325 -$1,384 

Grand Total Giving $30,538 $252,198 

Grand Total Expenses $35,924 $268,264 

Difference -$5,386 -$16,066 

ATTEND-

ANCE 

1st/2nd 

service 

9/7 135 

9/14 112 / 99 

9/17 136 

9/21 115 / 97 

9/23 145 

9/28 92 /73 

General Fund $15947 

Youth $190 

Building Mort Fund $3,770 

Coffee $41 

Noisy Offering  $238 

Backpack Buddies $250 

Savings Rebuilding $26 

Other $100 

Sunday School $26 

Men’s Ministry $100 

Backpack Buddies $250 

TOTAL OFFERINGS $20,689 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
11/01  Cheri Hendricks 
11/01  Brynn Barthel 
11/01  Adeline Johnson 
11/01  Sophia Johnson 
11/02  Emma Kramber 
11/03  Michelle  
             Enerson 
11/03  Lyn Peterson 
11/03  Shawna Gilyard 
11/03  Kaitlyn Janisch 
11/03  Mitchell Louden 
11/04  Julie Kent 
11/04  Brady Nielsen 
11/06  Robin Schultz 
11/08  Luke Anderson 
11/08  Elizabeth Stang 
11/09  Eli Ebensteiner 
11/10  Gloria Kydd 
11/10  Nancy Sandeen 
11/11  LuAnn  
             Berthiaume 
11/11  Dawn Drayna 
11/11  Troy Felton 
11/12  Troy Alickson 
11/12  Steve  
             Popplewell 
11/12  Lucas Stang 
             -Kramber 
11/13  Samantha  
              Anderson 
11/14  Roger Humble 
11/14  Stan Gustin 
11/14  Bill Brower 
11/15  Kim Dahler 
11/15  Jayme Doucette 
11/16  Marlene Olson 
11/16  Kat Wallace 
11/16  Shelly Gilmore 
11/16  Clinton Hansen 
11/16  Noah Mielke 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
11/11   
Dennis & Lucille Schuette 
 
11/15   
Lonnie & Carla Suckert 
 
11/18 
Steven & Nancy Sandeen 
 
11/19   
Bernard & Diana Graning 
 
11/20   
Barry & Brenda Ashmore 
 
11/24   
Michelle & Curt Enerson 
 
11/24   
Larry & Jean Sewall 
 
11/28   
Richard & Jeanette  
Harshman 
 
11/30 
Steve & Tammy Miller-Hess 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
11/17  Kimberly Wipper 
11/18  Bostin  
              Schendzielos 
11/19  Carol Kaas 
11/19  Ginny Kampa 
11/19  Lotte Hansen 
11/20  Dawn Andren 
11/20  Katie Andren 
11/21  Jared Bachler 
11/21  Payton Puhl 
11/21  Mackenzie  
             Janisch 
11/22  Myrna McCalla 
11/22  Denise Graning 
11/22  Amanda Johnson 
11/22  Kelsey Whitcomb 
11/23  Sophie Hales 
11/24  Richard Alickson 
11/24  Laura Pancoast 
11/25  Kelton Elmes 
11/25  Chloe Hickman 
11/26  Greg Bowles 
11/26  Kristine Bachler 
11/27  Abby Miner 
11/27  Ryiah Cameron- 
             Olson 
11/30  Susan Peterson 
11/30  Jason Jensen 

NOISY OFFERING 

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon is a 

comprehensive program that 

creates awareness for the 

purpose of connecting  

Servicemembers and their 

families with community  

support, training, services and resources. 

They do this by connecting and coordinating 

organizations, agencies and companies to 

provide resources and support to Service-

members and their families; and providing an 

opportunity for Minnesotans to support  

Servicemembers and their families. 

 

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon is united to bring 

Servicemembers all the way home. 

 

This group will be our Noisy Offering recipient 

on  November 23. 

 

The ELCA Young Adults in  

Global Mission program invites 

ELCA young adults ages 19-29 

into a transformative, year-long 

journey in international service. 

As they offer themselves in service, ELCA 

young adults are shaped by the witness of 

our global neighbors. They share in the 

journeys of companion churches and  

organizations in one of nine countries 

around the world. A year of service through 

the Young Adults in Global Mission program 

invites young adults to become the hands 

and feet of Jesus in the world, providing 

critical support to ministries and projects  

in communities of need. We have chosen  

to support Kelly Bergman in her year-long 

mission as our Noisy Offering on  

December 28. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

Church Council Members 
President ● Rusty Lear ●rlear@legacyremod.com 

Vice President● Jessica Johnson ● 

jbrown1977@windstream.net 

Treasurer ● Carey Bowles ● manicstamper@zoom.net. 

Secretary● Joy Hurd ● joy.hurd1@gmail.com 

Member● Mark Swanson ● swanny@izoom.net 

Member● Kim Kampa ● kjkampa2@hotmail.com 

Member ●  

Member ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Member  ● Julie Jarvi ● jajarvi@midco.net 

Member  ● Frannie Bowles ● fbowles98@gmail.com  

Member  ● Hannah Lawrence ● hlawrence.mn@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs  
Board of Education ● Karla Zerwas    763-262-8077 

Building & Grounds ● Rich Alickson    763-856-2511 

Cemetery Board ● Bill Rogers    320-743-3031 

Family Service Group ● needed  

Head Ushers ● needed 

Historian ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040 

Librarian ● Rosalie Klinker    763-263-2540 

Money Counters ● needed 

Nominating Committee ● needed 

Pig Roast Committee ● Kim Kampa & Jessica Johnson 

Stewardship Comm. ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Worship & Music ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040              

Long Range Planning ● Jay Johnson  612-325-3968      

Youth Ministry ●  Jeremy Hallquist  612-201-6382 

Active Groups 
Altar Guild ● Sandy Empting  320-743-2626 

Befrienders Ministry ● Marlene Olson    320-743-2524 

Funeral Coordinator ● Church Office 

Graduate Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Men’s Bible Study ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734 

Mission Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Nursery Contact ●  needed 

Prayer Chain ● Carol Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ● Tammy Alickson 763-856-3320 

Relay for Life ● Donna Pozorski    763-856-8474 

Sharing Meals ● Dee Punton  320-743-3438 

Sunshine Committee ● Sandy Empting    320-743-2626 

                                    ● Barb Kydd    320-743-2924 

Women of SSLC ● Cheryl Ellingson  763-662-2224 

Faith Chests ●  

Backpack Buddies● Sara Gallus    763-262-1240  

Staff 
Pastor ● Mike Pancoast  ● sslcpastor@windstream.net 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries ● Jeremy Hallquist ● 

sslcjeremy@sherbtel.net 

Office Administrator ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcoffice@izoom.net 

Choir Director ● Heidi Hansen ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Musician● Heidi  Hansen  ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Bookkeeper ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcfinance@windstream.net 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

  

Our next meeting  

date is 

November 9 at 9:15 am 

Lange Board & 

Room 

Monday,  

December 8  

                                   at 2 pm 

Please join us in celebrating Christmas with the  

residents of the Lange Board & Room!  If you are  

able to attend, please contact Dee Punton at  

320-743-3438. 

 

If you are interested in contributing a gift for the  

residents, there will be names and “wish ideas”  

available  for each resident.  All gifts will need to be at 

SSLC by Monday, December 8, at 9 am.  Please contact 

Dee or Abby Punton at 320-743-3438. 

 

Please join us at our  

Christmas potluck dinner on 

Thursday, December 4, at  

6 pm.  All are welcome! 

Our November 9 meeting will be following up on all  

details for the Craft and Bake sale event; also to plan for 

the potluck meal on December 4; and the  

Lange Home Christmas visit and gifts. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Confirmation Schedule:  

 

**November 5th  Mentor Training—NO STUDENTS 

**November 12th: 6:30—8 pm 

**November 19th:  6:30—8 pm 

**November 26th  Thanksgiving Break—NO YOUTH 

**December 3:  6:30—8 pm 

**December 10:  6:30—8 pm 

**December 17:  6:30—8 pm 

**December 24—NO YOUTH  

**December 31—NO YOUTH 

The Messenger  

Junior High Youth Gathering 

 

The Junior High Youth Gathering will be held in Willmar, MN on 

November 21st-22nd. Registration for this event will need to be 

done by October 1st. Sign up sheet will be located on the Youth 

Board. This event is open to grades 5th-9th. Cost is $75 per 

student. We will also need adults to help with transportation. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Senior High Downtime:  
 

Please mark your calendars for our grades 9th-12th hang nights. A short time of devotion mixed with a 

fun evening activity each time we meet. This group will be meeting the first Sunday night of the month. 

Some events might be at church and others in the community.  

November 2nd: Wildwoods Waterpark in Otsego. We will be leaving SSLC at 12 pm and spending the 

day at the Waterpark/Waterslides of Otsego. Costs for the event is $23.  

December 1: ***Pending*** Archery Tag: We are looking at an Archery Tag Dodgeball event in the 

Twin Cities for this evening. More details will come as the location will be new to our area!  

 

 

Faith Fest   

February 7-8, 

2015 

 
Faith Fest is a weekend retreat for 6th

-8th graders hosted by students at 

Augustana college. This year’s theme 

is “Making a Masterpiece” and is 

based on Ephesians 2:10. This year’s 

musicians will be Lost and Found; with 

notably self described music style of  

Speedwood. Though you may not 

know the band they provide a  

comedic, rocking time with just a few 

instruments. Check them out on 

YouTube and hear some great high 

energy songs. Cost for this event is 

$70 per student and includes all you 

need for the weekend. REGISTRATION  

DEADLINE is December 31st. See  

Jeremy or Pastor Mike for more  

information.  

Mission Trip Informational Meeting:  

We will have a short informational meeting on  

November 13th for the 2015 mission trip. Please 

plan to attend this important event as our normal 

way of doing things will be changing. We will begin right at 7:00 

pm and should be done within an hour. This will detail the  

summer trip and our anticipated costs and information. Thank 

you in advance for making the effort to be there. If you are  

unable to attend please contact Jeremy.  



YOUTH NEWS 
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2015 Summer Mission Trip: 

Please note that while we are posting the Mission Trip 

we are currently working on an adventure trip as well. 

These dates have not been confirmed due to the  

programs schedules have not been published as of date 

of this printing. 

Mission Osage Nation: June 21st-26th. (With Travel 

Days to be Added!) Open to students completing 5th 

Grade through 12th Grade.  Cost is to be determined.  

 

About Osage Nation: The hospitality we experience in 

Pawhuska is second to none. Community members will  

frequently stop crews working in the community to say 

"thank you" and offer a word of encouragement. One of 

the local pastors has been known to track crews down 

and offer them cold soda in appreciation. We are  

fortunate to partner with several local congregations in 

the community. Tom Boone & family ensure that our 

staff have everything they might need or want and have 

hot meals on the weekends. The people of Pawhuska 

are incredibly thankful for Youth Works being in their 

community.  

Many of them cannot believe they are the only site we 

have in Oklahoma. We have a partnership with the  

Indian Camp School to assist with summer school. It is a 

great way to engage with local community kids and help 

further education efforts made by the public schools. A 

small group of students will get to help with the Boys & 

Girls Club in town, in addition to potentially helping 

serve a community meal at the Catholic Church. We will 

also run a Kids Club for part of the summer, in addition 

to doing work projects around town.  

Evening activities include a historical highlight of  

important places in Pawhuska, a community softball 

game, a local church service and  

community cookout. 

PRAYER PARTNER CORNER 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

Caring Conversations:  

 Take a moment this month to  

remember what you are thankful for. Consider 

making a list of those items and thanking God 

or others for those gifts?  

 

Devotion and Prayer 

 Reading: Phillipians 4:10-13. Prayer: 

Lord, teach us, and remind us to be content 

where we are, with what we have. Thank you 

especially for my students, their gifts and  

talents. Teach us to use those gifts to help oth-

ers, show your love, and be a blessing in this 

world. Amen. 

 

Ritual and Tradition 

Create a place of contentment. A place 

in your life where you can find peace and  

comfort. A place to focus and give thanks. 

Spend time there this month.  

 

Service 

 Consider doing a little personal  

de-cluttering of your life. Get rid of a few things 

that just get in the way, or lead you to want 

better things. Consider donating an item per 

day to a charity to help others.  

 



NOVEMBER 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    

 

  1 

Graduate Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

2    ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

*Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

*Women of SSLC Thankoffering 

at both services 

*FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

*Sunday School 9:15 am 

*Long Range Planning 9:15 am 

*Choir 9:15 am 

*Senior High Youth 

Otsego Waterpark 12 pm 

*Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

3 

 

 

4 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

  

Tabitha 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

5 

NO WORSHIP 

OR YOUTH 

 

MENTOR 

TRAINING 

 

6 

 

Tabitha 

Bible 

Study  

7 pm 

 

 

 

7 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

8 

Men’s Breakfast  

8-9:30 am 

 

9  VETERANS HONORED 

*Worship at 8 & 10:30am 

*Women of SSLC Thankoffering 

at both services 

*Sunday School 9:15 am 

*Women of SSLC 9:15 am 

*Choir 9:15 am 

10 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

 

 

11 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

12 

 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

13 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

Mission  

trip meets 

7 pm 

14 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

15 

Women of SSLC 

Craft and Bake Sale 

9 am—3 pm 
 

16 

*Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

*Mission Quilt Blessing-both 

*Sunday School 9:15 am 

*Sunday School sings 10:30 am 

*Choir 9:15 am 

17 

Friendship 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

18 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

19 

Priscilla 

Bible Study 9 am 

Worship/Youth 

6:30pm 

20 

 

21 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Junior 

High 

Gathering 

22 

Mission 

Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

Junior High Gathering 

23 

Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

NOISY OFFERING-Beyond 

The Yellow Ribbon 

24 

 

25 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

26 

NO 

WORSHIP 

OR YOUTH 

27 

THANKS-

GIVING 

DAY 

MEAL 

11 am - 

2 pm 

28 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

29 

 

30  ADVENT CRAFT DAY 

*Worship at 8 & 10:30 am 

*Sunday School 9:15 am 

*Choir 9:15 am 

*Pathfinders  5-6:30 pm 

      



DECEMBER 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 

Altar Guild 

6:30 pm 

 

Tabitha 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

3 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

 

 

4 

Tabitha 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

Women of  

SSLC 

Potluck 

6 pm 

5 6 

Parent’s Night Out 

5-9 pm 

7 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 a 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Long Range Planning 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

8 

Christmas 

Party at 

Lange Home 

2 pm 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

9 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

 

10 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

 

 

11 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

 

 

12 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

13 

Sunday School and 

Choir Cantata 

practice 9 am 

 

14 

Worship at 9:30 am 

Sunday School and  

   Choir Cantata 

Relay for Life Bake Sale and 

  Christmas baskets 

First Communion Class  11am 

15 16 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

17 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 
 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

18 

 

19 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

20 

 

 

21 

Worship at 9:30 am 

Relay for Life Bake Sale and 

   Christmas baskets 

First Communion class 11 am 

Healing Prayer Service 7 pm 

22 

 

23 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

24 

Worship 4:30 pm 

Worship 9 pm 

Worship 11 pm 

25 

 

26 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

27 

 

28 

Worship at 9:30 am 

NOISY OFFERING- 

Kelly Bergman YAGM  

29 30 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

31 

NO 

WORSHIP 

OR YOUTH 

1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

2 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

3 

 



One Million Lovely Letters 

Hello all! 

 

Blessings to you!  This post might be a bit strange, but this is where my thoughts are today.  :) 

 

So recently I have been devouring books.  Like seriously it is almost nerdy how much I read these 

days - on the bus, at the park, in coffee shops... it's sort of ridiculous.  I just really love to read. 

 

So I mentioned in my last post that I ordered a new book from Amazon - One Million Lovely Letters by Jodi Ann  

Bickley.  I have been wanting to read this book since I first heard about it back in February.  As some of you may know I 

am a HUGE fan of Ed Sheeran and an avid follower of him on Twitter.  He tweeted several months ago about how his 

lovely friend Jodi had written this book and everyone should read it.  I should say that after I saw Ed's tweet I went and 

looked up this lovely book.  It was then that I realized that I had to get my hands on a copy because this was probably 

one of the most perfect books I could ever imagine reading.  It was literally an entire book about someone taking time 

to encourage complete and utter strangers by sending them handwritten letters - is there anything more perfect than 

that? (the answer is no) 

 

With my days off this week I, of course, let this book consume all of my free time and pretty much finished it in two 

days.  I found so much inspiration in reading it, but there was one part that really got me.  Near the end of the book she 

wrote this: 

 

"We're told it's a flaw to wear your heart on your sleeve, but I don't agree.  Being honest and kind isn't something  

anyone needs to fight against.  I don't need to 'toughen up' or 'stand up for myself', as I've been told in the past.  When 

you wear your heart on your sleeve, you put yourself out to receive love but someone can just as easily pour salt into 

your heart.  It's a fine risk to take because when you are honest and people really see you for you, that's when you find 

true happiness and true friends.  Whoever said kindness should be earned is wrong.  A kick in the shins is earned -  

kindness should be a given." 

I think it is far too often that we forget the small acts of kindness we can show to one another - a smile, a compliment or 

even a simple little letter reminding someone how incredible they are.  Having an open-heart and being kind can be 

tricky - I will not lie about that.  There are some people out there that it is hard to love, but the point is to do your best 

every day to show kindness and love and open-heartedness in whatever way you can. 

 

One Million Lovely Letters is an incredible project that you should all check out.  And I strongly encourage you to do 

two things:  #1:  Watch Jodi's TED Talk  and #2:  Take time today to remind someone how absolutely incredible they 

are. 

 

That is kind of where things are at today for me.  I hope you feel truly blessed and know how loved you are! I leave you 

with the words of Miss Jodi Ann Bickley:  "You are so wonderful and you make the world a lovelier place!" 

 

Sending love your direction!  Xx      Kelly Bergman 



LOOKING FORWARD TO 

DECEMBER 
 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

  

**DECEMBER 7   8 AM & 10:30 AM 

  

**DECEMBER 14    9:30 AM 

                 CHOIR CANTATA AND   

          SUNDAY SCHOOL  

  PAGEANT TOGETHER 

  

**DECEMBER 21      9:30 AM 

 

  HEALING PRAYER 

  SERVICE 7 PM 

 

**DECEMBER 24       4 PM 

                                      9 PM 

                                     11 PM 

 

**DECEMBER 28      9:30 AM 

4TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY  

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

We are hosting our community Thanksgiving Dinner 

here on November 27 from 11 am to 2 pm.   All are 

welcome!  Join us for a full meal and a great time to 

visit with your neighbors.  If you would like a meal  

delivered to your home, or would like to help in any 

way, please contact Sara Gallus or Marianne  

Lindsey, or call the church office by November 24.  

We look forward to sharing a meal with you! 

 

If you would like to donate items for this meal, 

please see the display in the narthex to sign up for 

what you would like to bring.  Items include:  

 Potatoes  

 Corn 

 Butter 

 Fresh Carrots and Celery 

 Veggie Dip 

 Pickles 

 Spiral cut Ham 

 Cranberries 

 Milk,  whole, 1%, 2% 

 Chicken stock 

 Pie,  Apple or Pumpkin 

 Cool Whip 

 Hamburger 

 Pork Sausage 

 Frozen Chicken Breasts 

All donations need to be at church by Wednesday, 

November 26 at noon.  Thank you! 

 



South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Mike Pancoast 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  sslcoffice@izoom.net 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 
 

“Teaching the Word,  Reaching the World” 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Sundays at  8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday/Wednesday  

 

Office Hours   Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives 

through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming  

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ 

Jesus.  We practice this by engaging in cross-  

generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is  

revealed by God’s Word.  We do this by connecting with our 

congregation, the community and the world. 

SEPTEMBER NOISY OFFERING 

SEE WHAT YOUR NOISY OFFERING CAN DO TO HELP FAMILIES 

 

These are what we have 

purchased with 

your offering: 

 

 

 

Your gifts carry God’s love to  

others, making a difference  

in their lives and in the world. You are supporting  

long-term, sustainable solutions that last for years. 

Thank you! 


