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We are blessed to have celebrated another wonderful season of Lent and 

Holy Week at SSLC.  Beginning with Palm Sunday featuring the Choir  

Cantata and Sunday School students singing; to Maundy Thursday First 

Communion; a somber but excellent Good Friday service; to a festive Easter 

Sunday.  There were 850+ members and friends in attendance for Thursday 

through Sunday worship services.  Truly, He is Risen!! 

 

 

 

STUDENTS CELEBRATING THEIR 

FIRST COMMUNION 

Allison Bader               Jacob Bergsten 

Scott Bowles                   Mason Doucette 

Grace Gilmore            Mackenzie Janisch 

Grace Kampa               Joseph Kampa 

Dalton Lear                     Mitchell Louden 

Tristan Martin               Trevor McCollum 

Karl Olson                               Kylee Rick 

Luke Reisem                   Carter Schuster 

Marshall Steffens              Cade Stommes 

Sophia Stone               Hannah Uecker             

                Makenna Zerwas 

PALM SUNDAY COAT DRIVE 

THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH!! 

From one of our members: 

Please pass my deep appreciation on to the 

team who created and participated in SSLC 

Good Friday service. This service is the most  

memorable and meaningful Good Friday  

service that I have attended throughout my 

whole life!! The service was a very powerful 

and moving event. I actually felt like "I WAS 

there when they crucified my Lord!" This is a 

service that I will remember for a long, long 

time. SSLC has truly been blessed by God's 

calling of Pastor Mike to our church and the 

many talented and dedicated staff and  

members of our church.    
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

Jesus looked at the rich man and loved him. “One thing you lack,” Jesus said, “Go, sell every-

thing you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 

me.” At this, the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  

–Mark 10:21-22 

 

 If you have been in worship over the last month or so, you could not have helped noticing that as a  

community of faith, we have been talking about money. Some might say, “A LOT.” Sometimes I’ll hear  

people say of a particular congregation, “They’re always talking about money.” It’s an interesting critique, 

especially from the standpoint of reading the Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John and realizing that Jesus is also 

always talking about money. Jesus isn’t making an appeal for it, of course. But he is constantly observing, 

teaching, and warning us about what it does to our relationship with God and our relationship to our fellow 

human beings. I sometimes wonder if we don’t hear Jesus’ words about money because of the “chopped up” 

way we read the Bible on Sunday mornings. Would we better hear Jesus’ warnings and theme  about what 

our stuff does to us if we took one of the Gospels and just read it through in one sitting? 

 

 It may also simply be a matter of the old sinful self within us struggling against being made new in Jesus 

Christ. Whatever it is Jesus has to say about our stuff, however true and good and freeing it may be, that 

old, sinful self continues to want to dissuade us from God. What better way to do that than to encourage 

our rebellion in one of the most fundamental ways that we are invited to abide deeply in God, in the 

understanding, faith, belief, and accompanying actions that GOD provides us with EVERYTHING we 

have? If our old, sinful selves can convince us that the opposite is true—everything I have comes from Me, 

Myself, and I for the sole and primary purpose of satisfying Me, Myself, and I’s every desire—it will be quite 

natural for us to chafe and kick and resist any notion that we might relate to God and our fellow human  

beings through what we do with our stuff, including our money. 

 

 My purpose here is not to further make the appeal for more money for South Santiago Lutheran 

Church. My purpose here is to invite you to struggle alongside with me in considering how our  

money is either an obstacle or a conduit to a deep, meaningful, real, fleshy practice of our faith, to 

wonder where and how God’s loving purposes for this world might be expressed through our money 

and our stuff. That being said, in the 8 months that we have been here, Kari and I have come to believe 

deeply in the presence of the Holy Spirit in the mission and ministries at South Santiago. As challenging as it 

has been and will continue to be for us with moving from 1 ½ fulltime incomes to one income, buying a 

house, and providing for the activities and growth for 4 vibrant kids, our spirits are not right unless we are 

giving in a way that matters to us (that is, we feel it every time that gift is made) and that matters to 

the church. We have come to believe that this is the purpose for God has giving us our gifts and talents and 

abilities even to work and to make money. Giving to our congregation…talking about that together and with 

our family…knowing that money is being used by our congregation to grow the visible presence of Christ’s 

love in this community and our world…all of this matters to our faith that God has provided for us, will  

continue to provide for us, and provides for us so that we are a part of God’s love still made visible through 

Jesus and his people.  
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So you see—for us, our giving has little to do with the budget and the church’s 

bills and shortfalls or surpluses or anything like that. It’s all about wanting to be 

a part of what we believe God is doing in our community and world in and 

through our congregation. Bills and budgets and such are the tools we have to 

make sure the God stuff gets done. And sometimes it’s even more a matter 

of faith in trusting that God is in those details. But all in all, we give because 

the best relief we have found in the daily struggle with money and stuff and its 

use and meaning is in the act of giving itself, trusting that God is present in and 

through those gifts and their use in and through the congregation. 

 

 Please join us in thinking and believing and giving accordingly. Kari and I 

are no where close to giving in the way that we want to give. But we’re trying, 

and we’re growing, and we’re trusting in a God who has raised the dead. At 

times it’s scary. It means keeping a sharp eye on our money and what we do 

with it. It means not doing or not having the things we might want when we want 

them. But it also means having a deep sense of satisfaction, peace, and 

joy in seeing what God is doing with our gifts to our congregation. 

        --See you in worship. 

        Pastor Mike 

Pastoral Activity for 

March and April: 

* Member visits—10 

* Curt Michaletz funeral 

* Baptism for 3 families 

*Council meeting  

   & retreat 

*Prayer Family follow up 

*Men’s Ministry Saturday 

   group events 

*Worship Planning for 

   Lenten season and  

   Holy Week 

*First Communion  

  Classes 

3 Foundational Principles for  

our Stewardship 

 

1. Stewardship is everything  

I do with my time, talent, and 

money after I say,  

“I believe.” 

 

2. Stewardship is a spiritual 

practice that grows out of 

faith that everything belongs 

to God but has been given  

to me to use. 

 

3. Stewardship seeks to guide 

our response to God from 

the standpoint of our need to 

give, akin to our need to eat 

healthily and to exercise.   

8 Steps to Growing  My Faith and Practice  With and Through My Money  

1. If it has not been a part of your practice to give regularly, or even at all to the  

General Fund of the church, please do.  

2. Teach your kids to be generous givers. Our Noisy Offerings and Food Pantry  

Sundays are particularly kid-friendly ways of talking about how we can make God’s 

love visible. Create some visible reminder for your family to remember these Sundays—a 

coin collection receptacle on the breakfast table, a magnet on the refrigerator, etc.  

3. Let your kids be as much as a part of the process as possible. Depending on their 

age, talk to them about giving and why you give to the church, ESPECIALLY about how 

you believe God is present through this offering. Even the youngest child can put your 

offering envelope in the basket and fell like a part of the giving.  

4. If you do give regularly, examine ways you might be able to increase your gifts. For 

example, examine how much you spend on an innocent indulgence like Starbucks, etc. 

What would happen if you redirected that money to your offering? Remind yourself of the 

faith reasons you are giving an offering to begin with.  

5. Listen for stories of vibrant aspects of our mission and ministry here at SSLC, and 

remind yourself that your gifts insure that this ministry happens. There are a number 

of success stories in this newsletter.  

6. Sign-up for Simply Giving automatic withdrawals from your account. This insures 

that your gifts are given even when you miss a Sunday of worship.  

7. If you feel a need still to place something in the plate even when you are signed up 

for Simply Giving, write a prayer of thanksgiving to God on a notecard, place it in an 

envelope (even just a plain, white mail envelope), and place that in the plate. Most 

mature Christians really aren’t watching what YOU put in the plate anyway. This is still a 

good spiritual exercise anyway. 

8. Find an opportunity tell someone how glad you feel to support financially the  

ministries of SSLC and God’s mission in the world. You can do this without even  

talking about amounts. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:     Autumn Paulson (granddaughter of Marvel Paulson), Jim Kampa Sr., Kristine Brugh 

(Kim Kampa’s sister), Kay Bluhm (Shelly Bluhm’s mother-in-law), Linda Erickson (Ron and Lavonne  

Gilyard’s niece), Roseanne Pittman (Ron and Lavonne Gilyard’s friend, Dee Holt, Donna Johnson ( friend 

of Lavonne Gilyard) Collin Luitjens (friend of Zerwas’), Barb Whitcomb, Bonnie Olson, Margaret Sandeen 

(Steve Sandeen’s Mom), Ben Hales, Clinton Cox,  Lori Langsdorf (Richard Johnson’s sister), Rosemary 

Mortrud (Greg Hurd’s Mom), John Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s brother), Becki Halphen (Tami Klapak’s sister), 

Kristi Werner (friend of Pancoasts), Richard Johnson, Hunter Hoeft (Ron and Lavonne Gilyard’s great-

great nephew), Heidi Bachler, Darlene Jones (Garron Orton’s sister), Margaret  Heinen (Marianne  

Lindsey’s Mom),  Breann  Goracki (granddaughter of Gloria Mitchell) Judy Peterson, Don Grafft (Sandy 

Empting’s brother), Linda Hoffman (Judy Peterson’s daughter), Dan Stang, Roger Pearson (Julie  

Johnson’s dad),Ves Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s Dad). 

 MILITARY PRAYERS:   Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd, Steve Popplewell, Ted Freese, Zac Heinen, Michael  

Jacobs, Jeremy Schuch, Brady Marxen, Daniel Kydd, Derek Brown, Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  

Derek Schleif, Lindsey  Donelson,  Adam Graning,  Ryan Munsterman, Larry  Hoffmann, Gidget Borst. 

Another successful year of Sunday School,  5th & 6th Grade,  

Confirmation Classes, and Senior High Youth has come to a close.   

Without the help of our volunteers we would not be able to provide 

these important ministries to our church family.  We would like to 

thank you all for your dedication and hard work in making these  

ministries the success they are.  

Sunday School: 

Lisa Miner, Tami Klapak Kris Mateyka, Dan & Robyn Brown, Janelle Uecker, Jessica Johnson, Karla 

Zerwas, Grace Klapak, Hannah Klapak, Laura Pancoast, Autumn Martin, Olivia Mateyka, Abby Miner,  

Erika Miner, Hailey Uecker, Hannah Uecker 

Youth Board : 

Sara Gallus, Marianne Lindsey, Judy Olson, Steve Bachler,  Amy Lear, Molly Loven, Frannie Bowles 

Mentors:        Ralph Johnson, Lonnie Halvorson, Wendy Reisem, Emily Tople, Steve Bachler, Brad Thom, 

Judy Olson, Molly Loven, Amy Lear, Shelly Gilmore Carey Janisch, Jerry Klapak, Scott Alickson,  

Jeremy Hallquist, Kristin Brovold. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED  

TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE  

CONTACT PASTOR MIKE. 

EDUCATOR’S THANK YOU 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=image+thank+you&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HCrsX_FyaKJopM&tbnid=rURlt4Z386-8KM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fyoucansend.me%2Frachel%2Fblog%2Fpage%2F4%2F&ei=1XFxUeK3NYu-2AX7j4HwAQ&bvm=bv.45373924,d.b2I&psig=AFQ


CONGREGATIONAL FINANCE UPDATE 
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WHAT DOES OUR CHURCH MEAN TO YOU??? 
 

Obviously the answer to this question will be different to each and every one of us. To some it is a place 

to simply give weekly thanks. To others it is a place where family members are deeply grounded through 

weddings, funerals and baptisms. When a question like this is laid out there sometimes it makes us stop 

for a moment to reflect what our answer would be. While there is not a correct answer to this question 

there is also not a correct answer when someone asks how much we should be giving to the church. We 

each have a different level of faith which feeds how much we may give and a different level of income in 

which we have the means to give. This year we are again looking at a shortfall in the budget of the 

church.  The cause and the answer to why this is, is as hard to nail down as the questions asked above. 

What we do know is that if this trend continues we will have to look at potential changes within the 

church. The budget as it is set for the year is as lean as it has ever been and any future changes will 

have to come from either reducing staff (Pastor Mike, Jeremy, Shelly or Sandy) or reducing programs 

within the church IE: music, youth programs...... We are deeply appreciative of everything that our  

congregation does for us in sharing financially and both with time and talent. We are asking at this time 

that each of us asks ourselves the question "What does our church mean to us" and review if there is 

anything that you can do in your weekly offerings to help us through this.   

 

Rebuilding the Foundation 

 

Besides the focus on weekly giving, we are now focusing of a Savings Building Program. For the next 120 

days we will be updating the congregation as to where we are at with rebuilding the church savings  

account. Since the beginning of the Call Process we have had to access this account to keep everything 

in the church moving forward in a positive motion. Now that we are whole again in staff, we need to work 

on bringing that account back. The focus of the drive is to raise $50,000. In simply breaking down the 

numbers it means this: For a one time donation of $250 for each family in the church that is currently 

giving, our goal will be met.  We are off to a great start already after the Easter weekend services.  Again 

every family is as different  in how they view their faith as in how much we can afford to give. All we ask 

is that you do what you can do.  If you do choose to make this extra contribution, please mark it as 

“Savings Building” or “Extra Offering.” 

 

We would also like to offer  

families the option of “Simply Giving” 

which is a regular monthly or bi-

monthly way to send offerings directly 

from your bank to the church’s bank.  

To enroll, please contact the office. 

 

Blessings, 

Rusty Lear 

Council President 

Currently we have 199 families giving this year

$50,000 / 199 families = approximately $250 each

120 day Savings Goal

Can you help in addition
to your regular giving?

Remember its tax deductible

Needs Work

Better

Ok good

Looking good

 



CHURCH NEWS  
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TABITHA BIBLE STUDY   has two evenings a 

month they will meet; the first Tuesday and the 

first Thursday.  They will be studying from the 

book, “Bad Girls of the Bible” by  

Liz Higgs.  All are welcome to join  

either group. 

RELAY FOR LIFE EVENTS 

Are you or do you know 

someone who is a cancer 

survivor?  There will be a 

free dinner held on May 19, 

2014 at Faith Lutheran in 

Becker at 6 p.m.  All are welcome to attend! 

Our annual fundraising walk will be on July 11, 

2014, at the Becker Middle School at 6 pm.   

We welcome new team members!  Call Donna  

Pozorski at 763/856-8474 for more information 

on both events. 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

CRAFTING EVENINGS   will be on the 3rd  

Thursday of each month from  

6:30—9 pm.  All crafters are  

welcome, there is plenty of room  

to work on your projects! 

YOUTH ANNUAL GARAGE 

SALE FUNDRAISER 

Our 2014 Goodwill Garage 

Sale will be held on May 8-

10. If you have gently used 

items to donate, please 

bring them to church or to Karla Zerwas' home by 

May 7. We do not want to have items dropped off 

until after May 7 as storage is limited. The sale will 

be open from 9 am-5 pm Thursday & Friday and 9 

am-2 pm on Saturday. This is a fundraiser for the 

2014 youth mission trip. Please call Jeremy about 

large items as space is at a premium.  

SUPPORT A STUDENT 

 

 

 

MAKE A DONATION 

IN A STUDENT’S ENVELOPE 

THAT GIFT WILL BE DEPOSITED DIRECTLY INTO THAT 

STUDENT’S FAMILY ACCOUNT FOR THE MISSION TRIP 

OR CHRISTIKON TRIP.  CHECKS CAN BE MADE OUT TO 

SSLC AND PLACED IN THE ENVELOPE.   

FROM THE CEMETERY BOARD 

At the annual meeting of the board, 

it was recommended that the  

prices for cemetery lots will remain 

the same as last year. The cost is $250 for  

members of the church and $500  

for nonmembers. 

The board is issuing certificates of interment 

rights for the lots. This is a new item that the 

board wants to do so that the families have a  

record of their rights. If you are an owner and 

have not received a certificate, please contact  

Bill Rogers at 612-840-1371. 

STEWARDSHIP 

GROUP   

will meet on Tuesday, 

May 20, at 8 pm.  All 

are welcome! 

LONG RANGE  

PLANNING 

will meet on Sunday, 

May 4, at 9:15 am. 

Please join us! 
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YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  

FREEDOM DAYS PARADE 

The Sunday School is planning to have a float in 

the parade on June 21 to promote Vacation Bible 

School and our Pig Roast Dinner.  If you are  

interested in being part of this fun event,  

please contact Karla Zerwas. 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Save the date! 

Graduate quilts will be blessed 

and given to the high school  

graduates on Sunday, May 18, at the 10:30 a.m. 

worship service. 

Please plan to be there for service.  Parents,  

baptismal sponsors, and mentors are welcome to 

help you celebrate this milestone! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LOCK-IN HELPERS 

Youth who sign up to help on May 2 and 3 will  

receive money in their student account for this 

fun night!  There will be games,  

activities and lack of sleep  

for everyone.  Please see  

Jeremy to sign up for this event. 

BACCALAUREATE  The 2014 Senior 

Baccalaureate Worship service will be 

held here at 8 pm, May 29. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GARDEN    

Our kids will be planting a garden 

on the last day of Sunday School, 

May 18.  The produce grown will be 

given to families in need through 

the local food shelves.   We will 

need families to help weed and water, and harvest 

the garden throughout the summer. Please look for 

the sign up sheet on the Sunday School bulletin 

board for your week to help this ministry. 

 

 

 

Planning ahead for summer?  We will be having  

Vacation Bible School from August 3—7 featuring 

the “Weird Animals” program.  It is open to kids 

AGE 4 to 4th grade.  

 

“God filled the world with a lot of crazy creatures, 

including you!  When kids feel different, weird, or 

even lost, in a crowd, nothing compares to the  

extraordinary love of Jesus.”   

 

Kids will rotate through stations including music, 

crafts, Bible story, and snacks as they apply  

lessons from the Bible to their daily lives. This high-

energy VBS program is sure to excite everyone and 

your kids won't want to miss it! 

GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS   

If you would like to put any announcements in 

the June newsletter, please 

send the information to the 

church office by May 20. 

BIKE BLESSING  will be on  

Sunday, June 1, after worship.  Bring 

any kind of bike you choose! 
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COUNCIL REPORT FROM April 8 , 2014 

Present at meeting: Pastor Mike, Kim Kampa,  

Jeremy Hallquist, Jessica Johnson, Joy Hurd, Julie 

Jarvi, Carey Bowles, Hannah Lawrence, Frannie 

Bowles, Sam Stone, and Rusty Lear. 

President Lear called the meeting to order at  

7:10 pm. 

For devotions, several of those present shared 

their highs and lows for the week. 

Review of our mission, vision, values,  

and covenants. 

Equipping time: Pastor Mike used Luther’s  

Catechism to instruct the council in the Lutheran 

beliefs on benefits and the who, what, and how of 

Holy Sacrament. 

30 Day Goal Reviews 

Minutes:  Carey made a motion to accept the  

council minutes from the last meeting, seconded 

by Jessica, motion passed. 

Noisy Offering:  The Stewardship Committee has 

been asked to come up with ideas for the  

recipients of future noisy offerings. 

Mutual Ministry:  Ideas for members of this  

committee are being compiled. 

Committee Liaisons:  Many committee liaisons 

have made contact with their group.  

Personnel Committee:  Still looking for more  

people. This group’s first task will be to revisit  

job descriptions for the staff. 

Leadership and Team Reports 

Youth Report:  As submitted by Jeremy.  

Pastor’s Report:  Synod representatives met with 

staff and other volunteers earlier in the day. All  

other information was included in the report. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Carey and Shelly met with the 

bank to look into getting a 

line of credit.  At this point 

we have been declined 

due in part to the fact that 

we came into the year 

with a negative balance. 

Rusty inquired about our quarterly status. Income 

is down and expenses are up. There are several 

large payments waiting to go out. Savings only  

has enough money left to cover two mortgage  

payments. 

Several short and longer term ideas were  

discussed. Jessica made a motion that Carey and 

Shelly look into refinancing the building at a lower 

interest rate and extension of the payoff date. Julie 

seconded the motion, motion passed. 

Joy made a motion to change the Synod  

Benevolence offering to 10% of what we are bring-

ing in rather than what we anticipated. Jessica  

seconded, motion carried. 

 

Business 

Business Use Policy:  Jessica submitted the new 

Business Use Policy for review. Julie made the  

motion to accept the new policy as amended,  

seconded by Carey, motion passed. 

Crisis Nursery:  Julie would like us to support the 

Crisis Nursery by asking the congregation to  

donate from a list of needed items. She would also 

like the Stewardship Committee to consider them 

for one of the noisy offering donations. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, Joy Hurd,  

Council Secretary.  



PRAYER PARTNER CORNER   
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Caring Conversations:  
For many students and young people May begins a time of transition.  
Students are changing grades, switching school buildings, heading off to college,  
and starting new phases in their lives. Summer is fast approaching, they are  
stepping out in different directions, many of them transitioning into new jobs. Can you remember  
a time in your life you went through different transitions? What was that like? What helped you make  
those transitions? 
 
Devotion and Prayer:  

"You can make many plans, but the Lord’s purpose will prevail." (Proverbs 19:21) 

We are Easter people. Often times looking and living in the resurrection. Looking and hoping for God’s  

promise made new in everything we do. We find ourselves looking for God’s promise made evident in our 

future, and hoping for God’s direction in our plans. How can you encourage others to see this promise as 

they make transitions in their lives? What ways are you feeling called to reflect on God’s purpose in your  

own life? 
 
Ritual and Tradition: 
How does prayer become part of your daily language? Consider making a space for prayer in your schedule, 

or a “sacred” space in your home for prayer. What could it look like? How could it help you focus? What 

things could be in that space to remind you to pray daily? 
 
Service: 
Could this month be focused in on helping people transition? Walking with someone as they are in the  
hospital, having a baby, learning about Jesus, or simply starting a new walk? Would you consider finding 

ways of helping people see God’s promise in their daily walk in faith? 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Sunday School  

students will be  

doing a food drive  

from now until the 

end of May for the 

Becker Food Shelf. 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS 

Sunday School  

students will be  

singing at  the 10:30 am service on 

Mothers Day, May 11. 

 

BIBLE 

BUCKS 

Earn while you 

learn! Take home your verse sheets 

to memorize and earn Bible bucks 

to spend at the Bible Buck store! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LOCK IN 

We are planning a overnight lock in 

for all Sunday School students on 

May 2 and 3.  Meet here on Friday 

at 7 pm, and stay until Saturday at 

9 am.  Please bring a sleeping bag, 

pillow, and any other items you 

need.  Cost per student is $20, 

which will go to the youth helpers 

towards their  

mission trip  

expenses. 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 
Fund March Y-T-D 

General Fund giving $19,879 $47,320 

General Fund expenses $16,972 $53,392 

Difference $2,907 -$6,072 

Building Fund giving $4,370 $12,004 

Building Fund expenses $5,640 $16,920 

Difference -$1,270 -$4,916 

Designated Fund giving $2,166 $7,854 

Designated Fund expenses $1,387 $5,967 

Difference $779 $1,887 

Grand Total Giving $26,415 $67,178 

Grand Total Expenses $23,999 $76,341 

Difference -$2,416 -$9,163 

ATTEND-

ANCE 

1st/2nd 

service 

3/2 83 / 103 

3/5 262 

3/9 80 / 102 

3/12 243 

3/16 101 / 99 

3/19 196 

3/23 112 / 88 

3/26 150 

3/30 88 / 49 

FUND  

General Fund $19,381 

Youth $525 

Building Mort Fund $4,370 

Coffee $95 

Noisy Offering  $236 

Backpack Buddies $150 

Sunday School $53 

Women’s Ministry $5. 

Other $310 

TOTAL OFFERINGS $25,126 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
5/01 Jeffrey Mateyka 
5/02 Amy Lear 
5/02 Kylee Rick 
5/03 Jeff Peterson 
5/03 Brandon Kampa 
5/03 Hailey Uecker 
5/03 Jordan Mateyka 
5/04 Kelsi Halvorson 
5/05 Marcia Horgen 
5/05 Janelle Uecker 
5/05 Connor Burlet 
5/06 Wendy Reisem 
5/06 Kyle Longstrom 
5/07 Lisa Vogt 
5/07 Brandon Kent 
5/07 Jason Puhl 
5/07 Blake Barthel 
5/09 Brinley Zoller 
5/09 Joshua  
          Gonnerman 
5/10 Ted Hochsprung 
5/10 Tammy Bergsten 
5/10 Crosby Spear 
5/11 Clinton Cox 
5/11 Ronald Gedde 
5/11 Kristine Mateyka 
5/11 Ashley Haessly 
5/11 McKenzie Bursch 
5/11 Lager Schendzielos 
5/12 Sophie Stephens 
5/13 Dan Brown 
5/13 Graham Loven 
5/13 Stella Prokott 
5/14 Kari Pancoast 
5/14 Jessica Robertson 
5/14 Bradley Dahler 
5/15 Barry McCalla 
5/15 Jacob Robertson 
5/15 Reilly Cencer 
5/15 Lance Lysdal 
5/17 Danette Burlet 

5/29 Halle Lindsey 
5/29 Katelyn Alickson 
5/30 Linda Eid 
5/30 Erik Olson 
5/30 Hailey Dahler 
5/31 Gabrielle Fidelman 
5/31 Carey Bowles 
 
 
     ANNIVERSARIES 
 
5/01 Mike & Dee Punton 
5/05 Travis & Kim  
          Dommer 
5/06 Loren & Patty  
          Simmons 
5/10 Greg & Dee  
          Schendzielos 
5/14 Chuck & Linda  
          Corrigan 
5/14 Steve & Nicole  
          Popplewell 
5/15 Chuck & Amy  
          Busch 
5/21 Norm & Bonnie  
          Olson 
5/21 Wayne & Sarah  
          Robertson 
5/21 Jon & Amity  
          Hickman 
5/25 Curt & Julie Jarvi 
5/31 Sam & Allison  
          Stone  
     

5/18 Ron Gilyard 
5/18 Marshall Selin 
5/18 Gabe Reisem 
5/19 Leah Thom 
5/19 Kristen Ellingson 
5/20 Eric Stommes 
5/20 Lincoln Prokott 
5/21 Daniel Kydd 
5/22 Jodi Halvorson 
5/22 Ryan Johnson 
5/22 Marshall Steffens 
5/22 Griffin Baldry 
5/23 Nathan Robb 
5/23 Jordan Fassler 
5/23 Hannah Lawrence 
5/23 Trinity Olson- 
          Burkman 
5/24 Morgan  
          du'Monceaux 
5/25 Mikayla Kydd 
5/26 Dale Pozorski 
5/26 Emily Tople 
5/26 Thomas Bonnema 
5/27 Beth Kendall 
5/27 Kevin Kampa 
5/27 Heather Orton 
5/28 Scott Burlet 
5/28 Craig Conard 
5/29 Joyce Hauge 
5/29 Dwayne Pozorski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids Fighting Hunger engages the  

community of Central Minnesota to 

provide temporary hunger relief or help 

where needed.  We will engage the 

community through education,  

partnerships and volunteerism. 

 

We have chosen this group to support 

for our Noisy Offering on May 25. 

NOISY OFFERINGS 

 

Crisis Nurseries 

24-hour family support 

service that includes a 

crisis line, emergency 

daycare and overnight 

care.  Parents who are 

dealing with emergencies or crises such 

as sudden illness, housing problems, 

divorce or separation, or financial 

strains, may need time alone to resolve 

the crisis. 

 

 

We have chosen this group to support for 

our Noisy Offering on June 22. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

Church Council Members 
President ● Rusty Lear ●rlear@legacyremod.com 

Vice President● Jessica Johnson ● 

jbrown1977@windstream.net 

Treasurer ● Carey Bowles ● manicstamper@zoom.net. 

Secretary● Joy Hurd ● joy.hurd1@gmail.com 

Member● Mark Swanson ● swanny@izoom.net 

Member● Kim Kampa ● kjkampa2@hotmail.com 

Member ● Kenny Howe ● kennyhowe71@yahoo.com 

Member ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Member  ● Julie Jarvi ● jajarvi@midco.net 

Member  ● Frannie Bowles ● fbowles98@gmail.com  

Member  ● Hannah Lawrence ● hlawrence.mn@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs  
Board of Education ● Karla Zerwas    763-262-8077 

Building & Grounds ● Rich Alickson    763-856-2511 

Cemetery Board ● Bill Rogers    320-743-3031 

Family Service Group ● Dee Holt    763-262-0052 

Head Ushers ● Curt Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Historian ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040 

Librarian ● Rosalie Klinker    763-263-2540 

Money Counters ● Dee Holt    763-262-0052 

Nominating Committee ● needed 

Pig Roast Committee ● needed 

Stewardship Committee ● needed 

Worship & Music ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040              

Long Range Planning ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734      

Youth Ministry ●  Jeremy Hallquist  612-201-6382 

Active Groups 
Altar Guild ● Sandy Empting  320-743-2626 

Befrienders Ministry ● Marlene Olson    320-743-2524 

Funeral Coordinator ● Church Office 

Graduate Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Men’s Bible Study ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734 

Mission Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Nursery Contact ●  needed 

Prayer Chain ● Carol Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ● Tami Alickson 763-856-3320 

Relay for Life ● Donna Pozorski    763-856-8474 

Sharing Meals ● Dee Holt    763-262-0052 

Sunshine Committee ● Sandy Empting    320-743-2626 

                                    ● Barb Kydd    320-743-2924 

Women of SSLC ● Cheryl Ellingson  763-662-2224 

Faith Chests ● Lance Barthel    763-262-1622 

Backpack Buddies● Sara Gallus    763-262-1240  

Staff 
Pastor ● Mike Pancoast  ● sslcpastor@windstream.net 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries ● Jeremy Hallquist ● 

sslcjeremy@sherbtel.net 

Office Administrator ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcoffice@izoom.net 

Choir Director ● Heidi Hansen ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Musician● Heidi  Hansen  ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Bookkeeper ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcfinance@windstream.net 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 

Our next meeting will 

be Sunday,  

June 8 at 8:15 a.m. 

 

From our last meeting on April 6, there were  

requests for us to publish some website  

addresses that are pertinent to our group: 

 www.womenoftheelca.org   ELCA National 

 www.bold.cafe.org      Women’s ministry 

 www.swmnelca.org/welca.html    Our synod 

 

There also is a newsletter published quarterly that will keep 

you up to date regarding women’s ministry in all the  

Minnesota synods.  It is called “The Communicator” and is 

available for $7 per year.  You may subscribe by contacting 

Pam Tracey, 700 Brown Street, Jackson, MN  56143 

 

LANGE HOME  VISITS 

We are in need of a person or persons to coordinate 

the visits that we do at the Lange Home during the 

year.  The scheduled months are April, August and  

December.  The coordinator(s) would work with  

Susan from the home and find people to visit, and 

bring snacks as needed for these days.  For the  

December date, the coordinator(s) would distribute 

the name and gift lists to the bible study groups; pick 

up and deliver the gifts along with the other member 

visitors.  Please contact Cheryl Ellingson or Shelly 

Bluhm if you are able to help in this ministry. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

5th-6th, Confirmation and Senior High 

May 7th: Set up for Garage Sale: 6 pm at Karla Zerwas’ House.  

May 14th: Youth Night 7th-12th Grade. 6:30 pm-8 pm.  

                  Meet at Becker City Park.  Bring a frisbee. 

May 21st: Youth Night 7th-12th Grade. 6:30 pm-8 pm.  

                                                       Meet at SSLC 

                                     May 28th: Youth Waterpark Night. 7th-12th Grade.  

                                                       Meet at Holiday Inn, Otsego.  

                                                       6:30 pm-8pm. RSVP with Jeremy by May 21st.  

Youth Garage Sale:  

It’s that time of year when you 

get to slim down your homes,  
eliminate clutter, and help out the 
youth trips in the process. All 
gently used items should be brought to Karla 

Zerwas’ house on May 7th. Please use your  

discretion when bringing items. We would love 
for your possessions to go to good homes and 
we will have  to put items in a dumpster if they 
are broken or in poor shape.  
 
Schedule for the sale: 
 
May 7th: 6:00pm-8pm. Youth Set-up  
        for Garage Sale 
May 8th: 9am-5pm. Sale Open 
May 9th: 9am-5pm. Sale Open 
May 10th: 9am-2pm Sale Open 
Sign up for Student/ Adult shifts will be emailed 
out and posted on the youth board. If you are 
able to work at any time please sign up. 

 

Baccalaureate Service:  
SSLC has been asked to host the 
2014 Baccalaureate Worship  
Service for our Graduating  
Seniors. We are asking for  
anyone that would be willing to 
help in a few areas during that service: 
 *Bringing Pies. We are looking for a variety of    

 pies and bars for the evening. Please contact   
 Shelly if you are able to bring a pie.  

 *Hosting in the Kitchen. We are looking for   
 people to serve and clean up following  
 the service.  

The service will be May 29th at 8pm.  
Pies/bars to follow.  
 
SENIORS: If you are interested in helping plan or 
lead this service please let Jeremy know. We are 
meeting Thursday mornings at 7:30am at the Old 
High School Library. Let Jeremy know if you are 
able to help! 

The Messenger  

BOTH SUMMER MISSION  TRIPS: 
 

Reminder that Final Payment will be due June 1st. Student Accounts will be posted by  

May 10th. Please plan to have payments in by the deadline as we  

need to pay Youth Works and Christikon by June 10th.  

If you have questions regarding your trip costs please let Jeremy know asap.  



MAY FAMILY SERVICE GROUP 

    Reader Ushers Greeters Kitchen Goodies Basket  Communion Acolyte Booth 

           

5/4 8 am   Oachs  

Michaletz, 

Fors     

           

5/4 10:30 am     Kydd     

           

5/11 8 am   Oachs  Simmons     

           

5/11 10:30am     Kydd     

           

5/18 8  am     Michaletz     

           

5/18 10:30 am     Kydd     

           

5/25 9 am     Simmons     
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*Lonnie Spear, Ralph Johnson, Bill Empting,  

Richard Harshman, Scott Alickson, and Rich  

Alickson for various building maintenance;  

*Jeanette and Richard Harshman, and Rich  

Alickson for newsletter mailing preparation; 

* Bowles and Wynkoop families for donating  

candy for the Easter Egg Hunt;  

*Bill Empting for building maintenance;  

*Altar Guild and Sunday School students for  

serving soup supper; 

*Rich Alickson, Buster Graning, Mark Bistodeau, 

Jeff Bluhm, Richard Harshman for snow removal; 

*All families that donated Coborn’s ham cards,  

(we gave 7 full cards!);   

*All who volunteered at Maundy Thursday,  

Good Friday, and Easter Sunday worship services;  

*Shelly Bluhm for donating spring  

table decorations. 

THANK YOU TO: THANK YOU FROM: 

Thank you for your support of our Men’s Ministry.  

The more than $400 in offerings will go to the  

materials to build Faith Chests, and to support 

our faith building experience for our men.   

A special thanks to all who brought food and/or 

worked in the kitchen.   

  

                 Future Men’s Ministry Events: 

     May 10,    8-9:30 am  Breakfast with  

            Sherburne County Commissioners      

            John Riebel and Felix Schmeising 

 

     June :        Mississippi River trip 

                       Date and time TBA  

    September:  Boundary Water camping trip 

                          Date and time TBA 



MAY 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    

 

 

1 

Tabitha 

Bible 

Study  

7 pm 

2 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Sunday 

School 

Lock In 7 

pm 

3 

Men’s Bible 

Study 8 am  

Quilting 9 am 

Sunday 

School  

Lock In 9 am 

4 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30  am 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Long Range Planning 9:15 am 

5 6 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Tabitha Bible 

Study 7 pm 

Cemetery  

Cleanup  5:30 pm 

7 

Garage Sale 

Prep 6 pm 

8 

Esther Bible  

Study 7:30 pm 

 

Youth Garage 

Sale 9-5 

9 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Youth 

Garage 

Sale 9-5 

10 

Men’s  

Breakfast 

8-9:30 am 

 

Youth Garage 

Sale 9-2 

11  MOTHERS DAY 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30  am 

Educators Blessing-both services 

Sunday School sings 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

12 13 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Education Board 

7 pm 

Council 7 pm 

Cemetery Rain Date 

14 

Peabody 

Recital 

6 pm 

 

Youth at  

Becker City 

Park 6:30 pm 

15 

Crafting  

6:30 pm 

 

 

16 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 

17 

Men’s Bible 

Study 8 am  

Quilting 9 am 

 

 

18 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30  am 

Senior High Quilts 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Planting Garden 

Choir 9:15 am 

19 

Relay for Life 

Dinner at Faith 

Lutheran 6 pm 

 

20 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

 

21 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 

 

Youth at SSLC 

6:30 pm 

22 

 

23 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

24 

Men’s Bible 

Study 8 am 

 

25 

Worship at 9 am 

NOISY OFFERING-KIDS 

FIGHTING HUNGER 

Memorial Service at Cemetery    

       10 am 

26 

MEMORIAL 

DAY 

27 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

28 

Youth at 

Otsego  

Holiday Inn 

Waterpark 

6:30 pm 

29 

Baccalaureate   

Service 

8 pm 

30 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

31 

Men’s Bible 

Study 8 am 



JUNE 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

Worship at 9 am 

BIKE BLESSING SUNDAY 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Contemporary Jam 10 am 

Senior High Youth 5-8 pm  

location TBA 

2 3 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Altar Guild  

6:30 pm 

Tabitha Bible 

Study 7 pm 

4 

Worship 

5 

Tabitha 

Bible 

Study  

7 pm 

6 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

7 

Men’s Bible 

Study 8 am  

Eileen Biorn 

Memorial 

Service 11 am 

8 

Worship at 9 am 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

WEAR RED CLOTHING! 

KIDS FIGHTING HUNGER 

Women of SSLC 8:15 am 

9 10 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Education Board 

7 pm 

Council 7 pm 

11 

Worship 

 

12 

Esther Bible  

Study 7:30 pm 

 

13 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

Synod 

Assembly 

14 

Men’s  

Breakfast 

8-9:30 am 

 

Synod 

Assembly 

15  

Worship at 9 am 

FATHERS DAY 

 

 

16 17 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

 

 

18 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 

 

Worship 

 

 

19 

Crafting  

6:30 pm ? 

 

20 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 

21 

Men’s Bible 

Study 8 am  

MISSION 

TRIP 

LEAVES 

Becker  

Freedom 

Days Parade 

22 

Worship at 9 am 

NOISY OFFERING 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL  

SERVICES CRISIS NURSERY 

 

23 

 

24 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

25 

Worship 

 

 

 

26 

 

27 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

28 

Men’s Bible 

Study 8 am 

 

MISSION 

TRIP 

RETURNS 

29  

Worship at 9 am 

 

30 1 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

2 3 4 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5 



South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Mike Pancoast 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  sslcoffice@izoom.net 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 
 

“Teaching the Word,  Reaching the World” 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Sundays at  8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday/Wednesday  

 

Office Hours   Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

HELP SAVE POSTAGE 

If you have would like receive your copy of the newsletter in 

your email account, please let us know.  

Thank you! 

 

On June 8th South Santiago Lutheran Church will host its next Kids’ 

Fighting Hunger food-packing event!   All are welcome to join us following 

the 9 am worship service to enjoy an hour of packing food, conversation 

and service for those in need.   

 

Our hope and goal is to fill 10 tables with volunteers: young, old and all 

those in between!  If you aren’t able to serve with time towards this fantastic event, you are welcome to 

sponsor a table with a monetary donation.  A percentage of all food packed at this event will stay within 

our community to be donated to the local food shelf.   

 

As an additional incentive, if we reach a goal of $1,000 in donations to support 

this event, Pastor Mike has agree to shave off his beard.  Let’s see his face! 

 

 

Following the food-packing, we will have a potluck  

luncheon for fellowship and thanksgiving.   


