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A Special Thank You 

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported this youth ministry in prayer, in donation,  

and in service. We are grateful for your partnership with this ministry and the impact  

you have on the lives of our young people.  

 

I was told recently that youth ministry is often like planting a tree. Though labor goes 

into the planting, it does not begin to show its true form until it grows and matures. 

Careful care, watering, and even a little pruning develops that tree into a beautiful part 

of creation. The effort and time may not show for years to come. As we embark on an-

other summer, and another year of ministry at SSLC we are grateful for your care and 

nurturing of our youth ministry.  

May we continue to water, support, and help to spread deep roots for our youth in the 

years ahead. Blessings and peace to you all. ~ 

Jeremy Hallquist. Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have written and preached and commented and talked about this passage at length over the last six 

months. Many of our committees and council have used it as a lens through which to examine the shared 

mission and ministry of our congregation. At times this examination has troubled our hearts as we ask  

ourselves, “What is it that God is calling us to do and be because of our discipleship to the Lord Jesus 

Christ?” Mostly, however, it has been an exciting revelation to think that the love and generosity expressed 

by those earliest followers of Jesus STILL finds expression among us today. 

I thought about this passage frequently this past weekend (June 12-14) as I, Walt Munstermann, and Julie & 

Curt Jarvi gathered in St. Peter at Gustavus Adolphus College for our annual Southwestern Minnesota Synod 

Assembly. Or, as Bishop Jon likes to call it, “our annual family reunion.” I like that expression of it, even and 

especially as a newer member to this Southwestern Minnesota synod. I have a growing sense of belonging 

and empathy with this bunch to which I have assigned. It is a fairly vast amount of territory to which we  

belong, with a diversity of issues and challenges.  

But when we gather together there is a tangible sense of shared joys and burdens. What is it like to have 

your community’s livelihood threatened by avian flu? I can read about that it in the news. But it’s a VASTLY 

more personal reality when you visit with a farmer whose farm has been wiped out; or when you talk to a  

pastor who has seen the congregation’s gifts take a hit because of the bird flu. What is it like to continue to 

feel some responsibility to tend to the needs of newcomers to your community, newcomers who don’t share 

the same language or culture as you and your family? It’s one thing to read and react to the news. It’s a  

considerably more personal reality when one hears of this congregation there or that community there who 

have responded not out of prejudice or some sort of “-ism,” but simply out of the compelling love of Christ  

for the neighbor.  

This is the growing sense of appreciation I have for being a part of a synod like ours, and it grows out of the 

passage from Acts in which the followers of Jesus, in an equally unsettled time full of upheaval and diversity, 

come together to try to figure out how this good news of God’s love revealed in the death and resurrection of 

Jesus would impact the way they live. I don’t take the words “they had all things in common” and “they would 

sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all” to be prescriptive. I don’t think the point 

is to say, “That’s the way THEY did it, so this is the way we must do it.” Rather, I think the point is that they 

observed need, and they figured out a way to respond to that need from the standpoint of what they believed 

about Jesus.  

And I think THAT’S the overarching point for us as members of a congregation; of a synod (which means 

“walking together”); and of a denomination like the ELCA.  

Thank you for your continued connection with South Santiago, for your varied gifts and talents, for your  

responsiveness and growth in knowledge and activity. Pray for us, for our lives together, for the mission of 

our congregation, for the variety of congregations in our synod, and for our bishop Jon Anderson and his 

staff. They do marvelous work. 

                                                                                                                           --See you in worship. Pastor Mike 

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone,  

because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  
44 All who believed were together and had all things in  

common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and  
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as 

they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and 
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having 

the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.—Acts 2:42-47 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR  

PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MIKE. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  Laura Hamacher (friend of Jenn Bluhm), Jerry Atwood, David Fidelman, Barb Kydd, Donna Bergman, 

Leslie Bessel  (Amy Busch’s Dad), Jerry Nitske (friend of Kaas’) Ardis Nelson (Ellie Hallquist’s Mom), Duane Bender (Dan 

Jergenson’s brother-in-law), Craig Dahlberg,  Lori Haugen (friend of Ken Kisner), Marilyn  Ruhoff (Donna Pozorski’s sister-in 

law),  Mary Anderson (Kaas’ friend), Susie Hoheisel (Stacey Baldry’s friend), Kathy Lind (Sandy Empting’s sister),  Mandy 

Bachler, Adelynn Lux,  John O’Reilly (Dawn Drayna and Kristie Cencer’s uncle), Shirley Waldecker (Brenda Jergenson’s 

Mom), Brian Minger (Amy Lear’s uncle), Gladys Hoff (Elwood Orton’s sister), Ronald Campbell (Donna Pozorski’s brother), 

Annette Bistodeau (Mark Bistodeau’s sister-in-law),  Lydia Wallace (Dean Wallace’s Mom),  Wanda  Gilyard (Daughter of 

Ron and Lavonne Gilyard), Gerrie Dahlberg (Craig Dahlberg’s Mom), Dee Holt, Bonnie Olson, Ben Hales, Clinton Cox,  

Rosemary Mortrud (Greg Hurd’s Mom), John Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s brother), Margaret  Heinen (Marianne Lindsey’s Mom), 

Don Grafft (Sandy Empting’s brother), Ves Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s Dad). 

 

MILITARY PRAYERS:   Luke Nierengarten, Matthew Peabody, Adam Thom, Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd,  Ted Freese,  

Zac Heinen, Michael Jacobs, Jeremy Schuch, Brady Marxen, Daniel Kydd, Derek Brown, Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  

Derek Schleif, Lindsey  Donelson,  Adam Graning,  Ryan Munsterman, Larry  Hoffmann, Gidget Borst. 

 

 

 
       PATHFINDERS 2.0   TO BEGIN  
        IN SEPTEMBER. 
 
 
INTERESTED IN JOINING SSLC? 
NOT SURE BUT WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 
ALREADY A MEMBER AND WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE BIBLE,  
CHRISTIANITY, AND ITS LUTHERAN EXPRESSION? 
 
Pathfinders is our renewal and preparation learning, growth, and discipleship ministry. 

It is for anyone preparing for baptism, membership, and/or marriage at SSLC. 

But it is also for anyone who wants to learn more, to be renewed both in knowledge and practice. 

If this describes you, a friend, or a family member in any way, please be in touch with Pastor Mike.  
Or, check out our webpage on Pathfinders at www.sslcmn.org/pathfinders.html.  
THIS YEAR, WE WILL BE ADDING A COMPONENT OF “SPONSORSHIP” FOR OUR NEW 
MEMBER PATHFINDERS. This means we will need current members to be those shepherds. This might 
include attending Pathfinders with your new members; connecting with them socially apart from church;  
holding them in prayer; and just generally being a familiar face to them at the church. If this could be you, 
please contact Pastor Mike. This could be a really, really rewarding mission and ministry for you!  

http://www.sslcmn.org/pathfinders.html


COUNCIL MINUTES FROM JUNE 9, 2015 

Mission/Ministry/Administration Items Acted Upon: 

Received a report from the Building & Property Committee regarding damaged stucco  
and siding; waiting to hear from the contractor. 

Crafted a plan to address two council vacancies. 

Dedicated a $400 offering for Synod Assembly—half for World Hunger Appeal and half for the benevolence 
partners of our Southwestern Minnesota Synod (i.e., our companion synod in South Africa, etc.) 

Adopted a congregational emergency plan (i.e., fire, natural disaster, etc.), with an eye toward implementation 
in the next 90 days. 

Acted to update our building security by re-keying our locks and adding security cameras at no cost to  
the congregation. 

Designated an additional Noisy Offering for Sunday, June 21 in support of our mission trip ministry. 

Items Anticipated in the Next 30 Days: 

Identifying new council members—Executive Committee will act. 

Filling any gaps in the Emergency Plan and finding volunteers—that Task Force will continue. 

Updating our building security. 

 
A full copy of the minutes is available through the Church Office, or online at www.sslcmn.org/council.html 

*Lester Krei for lawn mowing;  

*Mark Bistodeau for weed control and fertilizing the lawn,   

*Nancy Alickson, Carol Kaas, Jeanette Harshman,  

Carol Michaletz and Marvel Paulson for newsletter  

preparation and quilt tying; 

*Randy Bader for sprinkler system repairs;  

*Mystery lawn mowers for lawn care;  

*Haus, Thom, Bluhm, and Hanzlik families for tending  

the kids garden; 

*Dee and Mike Punton for donating and planting  

the entry flowerpots;   

*Bill Empting for the wooden pew information holders. 

 

 

Thank you for being supportive of Lutheran Campus  

Ministry.  Pastor Mike and all who came to visit us made 

our time special as we ate and worshipped together.  We 

pray our partnership will grow stronger. 

 

God Bless your summer! 

Pastor Linda 

THANK YOU TO: 
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THANK YOU FROM: 

http://www.sslcmn.org/council.html


JULY FAMILY SERVICE GROUP 

  July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 

  9 AM 9 AM 9 AM 9 AM 

READERS  Conard   

HEAD USHER  Peabody Peabody  

USHERS     

GREETERS     

KITCHEN HELP  Ellingson   

GOODIES  
Ellingson, 
Conard Spear  

BASKET HOLDER     

COMMUNION SRVS     

ACOLYTE     

MONEY COUNTERS 
Marsh, 
Alickson 

Marsh, 
Alickson Marsh Marsh 

PROJECTION     

ALTAR GUILD 
Klinker-
Gilyard 

Klinker-
Gilyard 

Klinker-
Gilyard 

Klinker-
Gilyard 

Is July YOUR family’s 

month to help for  

worship? We have  

35 families in our group  

and 4 worship services  

in July.   If every family helps out just once,  

every job should be filled with ease.   

It would be awesome to come to church every  

Sunday in July and see every spot filled 

in.  Please consider making this small  

commitment to help our church run smoothly on 

Sundays. We understand that July is a busy  

vacation month, so if you can’t help out this 

month please consider filling in a spot during 

another month that works better for your  

schedule. You can email the church, sign in on 

the schedule in the narthex, or sign up on  

our website: www.sslcmn.org  

under the stewardship tab.  Thanks! 
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Parents of Small Children, ages 3 years and younger-- 

We want to thank you, commend you, and support you in  

having your children in worship! Children learn to worship by 

watching adults worship. We believe children belong in  

worship, and when they can be engaged by what's going on  

in worship, they show us how to worship freely and without 

inhibition! ("Bring the little children to me, and do not  

hinder them," Jesus said.)  

 

But we also want to offer you parents a break, because  

worship is also adult time.   We are trying to offer a staffed 

nursery every Sunday, especially for during the sermon time 

when there is less action going on up front. If you are willing 

and able to give a Sunday occasionally in the nursery,  

please contact Pastor Mike or the church office. 

Nursery Available for  

Younger Children 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FAMILIES  

GARDEN TENDING 

  NAME 

Week of July 5  Mekeland 

Week of July 12  Pancoast 

Week of July 19  Kocherer 

Week of July 26  Klimmek 

Week of August 2  Zerwas 

Week of August 9  Felton 

Week of August 16   

Week of August 23   

Week of August 30  Mielke 

Week of September 6   
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  SUMMER 2015! 

Planning ahead for summer?  We will be having  

Vacation Bible School  on  

August 2 through 6,  from  

6 pm to 8:30 pm each  

evening.  All kids through 

4th grade welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM RACHEL ULSBY:  Thank you so very much for 

the beautiful quilt you gave me for graduation.  I love 

it so much that I took the comforter off my bed and 

replaced it with my quilt.  I will treasure it always! 

FROM ABBY PUNTON:  Thank you very much for the 

beautiful graduation quilt.  It will be a wonderful piece 

of SSLC to take with me when I move to college in the 

fall.  Thank you again! 

FROM SYDNEY BUSCH:  Thank you for my graduation 

quilt!  It is so warm and cozy.  I can’t wait to bring it 

with me to college next year! 

FROM LOGAN GALLUS:  Thank you so much for my 

amazing quilt.  I will take it with me wherever I go, 

and I will cherish it forever. 

FROM ALLI CHRISTOPHERSON:  I would just like to 

send a huge thank you out to my wonderful church, 

South Santiago Lutheran Church, and the people that 

put the effort into making this beautiful graduate quilt 

for me.  I would also like to thank Jeremy Hallquist 

and Pastor Mike Pancoast for helping me get  

confirmed and for being the kind-hearted, caring and 

loving people you are! My words simply cannot explain 

how grateful I am to be apart of and to know such  

amazing people. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GARDEN    

Our kids have planted a garden for the 

summer.   The produce grown will be  

given to families in need through the  

local food shelves.   We will need families to  

help weed and water, and harvest the garden 

throughout the summer. Please look for the sign up 

sheet on the Sunday School bulletin board for your 

week to help this ministry. 

THANK YOU FROM: 

VBS SUPPLIES     Donations wanted 

of empty toilet paper rolls for a VBS 

project.  They can be dropped off in 

the tub in the narthex.   

They  are also  looking for donations 

of new or gently used WHITE sheets 

or longer lengths of white fabric.  

These will NOT be returned.   

You can drop off in the tub in the  

                       narthex. Thanks! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

Looking for 1-2 grade  

teacher(s) and 3rd grade 

teacher for next school year;    

also anyone interested in 

contributing to the Education 

Board. Please contact Karla 

Zerwas for any of these openings. 



CHURCH COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

Church Council Members 
President ● Julie Jarvi ● jajarvi@midco.net 

Vice President●  

Treasurer ● Carey Bowles ● manicstamper@zoom.net. 

Secretary● Mark Swanson ● swanny@izoom.net 

Member● Todd Drayna● tdkk1996@yahoo.com  

Member● Luke Bluhm● ljbluhm@hotmail.com 

Member ●  Steve Popplewell● nicolepopplewell@yahoo.com 

Member ● Dani Priebe ● DaniNikki@sherbtel.net 

Member  ● Joy Hurd ● joy.hurd1@gmail.com 

Member  ● Frannie Bowles ● fbowles98@gmail.com  

Member  ●  

Committee Chairs  
Board of Education ● Karla Zerwas    763-262-8077 

Building & Grounds ● Rich Alickson    763-856-2511 

Cemetery Board ● Bill Rogers    320-743-3031 

Family Service Group ● needed  

Head Ushers ● needed 

Historian ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040 

Librarian ● Rosalie Klinker    763-263-2540 

Money Counters ● needed 

Nominating Committee ● needed 

Pig Roast Committee ●  

Stewardship Comm. ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Worship & Music ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040              

Long Range Planning ● Jay Johnson  612-325-3968      

Youth Ministry ●  Jeremy Hallquist  612-201-6382 

Active Groups 
Altar Guild ● Sandy Empting  320-743-2626 

Befrienders Ministry ● Marlene Olson    320-743-2524 

Funeral Coordinator ● Church Office 

Graduate Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Men’s Bible Study ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734 

Mission Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Nursery Contact ●  needed 

Prayer Chain ● Carol Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ● Tammy Alickson 763-856-3320 

Relay for Life ● Donna Pozorski    763-856-8474 

Sharing Meals ● Dee Punton  320-743-3438 

Sunshine Committee ● Sandy Empting    320-743-2626 

                                    ● Barb Kydd    320-743-2924 

Women of SSLC ● Cheryl Ellingson  763-662-2224 

Faith Chests ● needed 

Backpack Buddies● Sara Gallus    763-262-1240  

Staff 
Pastor ● Mike Pancoast  ● sslcpastor@windstream.net 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries ● Jeremy Hallquist ● 

sslcjeremy@sherbtel.net 

Office Administrator ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcoffice@izoom.net 

Choir Director ● Heidi Hansen ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Musician● Heidi  Hansen  ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Bookkeeper ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcfinance@windstream.net 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 

YOUTH NEWS 
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Please continue to uplift and support our  

Youth Summer Trip team! 

 

Adventure Klein Ranch:  July  12th-17th 

   

 

  Marlee Louden          Kristen Alickson 

  Melody Swanson       Izzy Swanson 

  Ellie Gallus                 Grace Kampa 

  Cinda Louden             Emily Gallus 

 

SAVE THE DATES:  

 

 

August 2nd at 9 am :  YOUTH SUMMER TRIP SERVICE.  

 

We have been asked to lead worship on August 2nd and 

highlight all of the great things about Klein Ranch and the 

Osage Mission Trip. If you could please plan to be there for 

that day we would appreciate it.  

 

September: 

2nd:  Youth Ministry Orientation  6:30 pm 

9th:   Youth Ministry Kickoff 6:30 pm worship  

          and Confirmation.  

 

October:  

3rd: 10th Grade Confirmation Stole Making Day.  

         8 am-1:00 pm. 

25th: Confirmation Sunday. (Service time TBD.) Students 

will need to be here early and stay through both services. 
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South Santiago Lutheran Church 

Teaching the Word. Reaching the World. 

 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming and sustaining 

life-long personal faith in God through Christ Jesus. We practice this by engaging in cross- generational ministry and radical 

hospitality as it is revealed by God’s Word. We do this by connecting with our congregation, the community and the world. 

 

A Summertime Devotion Pattern for Spending Time With Jesus  

While You’re on Vacation 

Dear Friends in Christ—In the Creation Story in Genesis 1 & 2, there is more than a suggestion for Sabbath rest 

time. We are told that on the 7th day of creation God rested from all the work of creating and made that 

day of rest a special day, blessed and holy. That sense of rest and blessing is picked up again in the Ten 

Commandments, as well. In Exodus 20, the third commandment about keeping the Sabbath is connected 

both with God’s original practice of resting on the 7th day as well as with making sure the whole world we 

work in gets a rest too. And if that wasn’t enough, Leviticus 25, in expanding God’s people’s understanding 

about Sabbath and rest, Moses is instructed to teach about a “Sabbath Year” and a “Year of Jubilee” in 

which everyone and everything—the people, the animals, and the land—are granted a giant, refreshing 

“reset.” THAT’S the sense of “vacation” that we all long for, right? Whether it’s at the lake or camping or an 

extended trip, our bodies and our minds need a break from every day life every once in a while. 

Martin Luther sought to help us understand and use our vacation time well when we wrote the Small  

Catechism, a basic understanding of our Christian faith and practice through the Ten Commandments, the 

Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, Holy Communion, and Baptism. He understood that vacation time and 

the break from every day life was a gift from God. But he also knew how important it was to be connected 

to God through God’s Word. So he wrote these words about the 3rd Commandment and vacation/Sabbath 

time: “…We should not avoid God’s Word or the preaching of it, but instead…we should gladly hear and 

learn it.” In the same way that vacation is a “reset” for our bodies and minds, being connected with God is a 

“reset” for our spirits, as well. It’s less of command than it is an opportunity to receive a gift.  

It ALL goes together—refreshment for our bodies, minds, and souls. We are beings created in the image of 

God, unlike any other living creature on earth. So far as we know, we are given the capacity to hunger and 

to be connected with God in a deep and intimate way, perhaps even in some of the very same ways that 

we connect to our friends and family. And while we quite easily figure our ways to enjoy renewing our  

bodies and minds through vacation, I suspect we overlook the goodness God promises in having our souls 

renewed by connecting with God while on vacation.  

What follows here, then, is brief suggested resource for the way you and your family might stay connected to 

God while you’re on vacation this summer. It’s a very easy, portable resource. You could do it in your  

camper. You could do it in your boat. You could do it around a campfire. Or on a beach, in a canoe,  

or just about any place you might find yourself vacationing this summer. 

Give it try this summer. 

Pastor Mike 

Four Key Faith-Forming Activities to Be Aware  

of and to Practice 

 

Faith Talk (or Caring Conversation)--…is simply a matter of 

talking about God, life, and where and how those come 

together. You don’t have to be an expert; just curious. 

Sometimes Faith Talk is a matter of asking questions and 

responding to those questions. Where have you seen God? 

How might we make God’s love visible? What do you think 

about…? 

Word & Prayer--…is simply being connected with God 

through the Bible and through prayer. Frequent Bible  

reading helps us learn and remember the story, which just 

might help us realize how God might be present with us in 

our daily lives. Similarly, prayer is a basic faith practice in 

which when we pause in prayer, we acknowledge God’s 

presence with and around us. 

Service--…is the active engagement of what we believe. 

We believe that we serve God by serving other people. 

Service makes visible what would otherwise be invisible. 

Ritual (and Traditions)--…is habit-forming repetition that 

seeks to root our faith practices in such a way that our faith 

becomes regular and daily. Table prayer might be a basic 

example, but any of these faith practices would be 

strengthened by habitual ritual. 
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A Suggested Daily Pattern 

When would be the best time—morning, over breakfast? At night around the campfire?  

Start small; make it manageable and achievable. 

Our “Sharing God’s Story @ Home” is available both on our website (www.sslcmn.org …look for  

“Some of Our Publications.”) 

Faith Talk/Caring Conversation:  Here are some options for you to try. 

 Check-in:  “Highs and Lows” or “Happies & Crappies” (not the fish!) of the day.  This can  

become a connection with Word & Prayer, below with something as simple as “Thank you, God, 

for (the highs that were named). Be with us in (the lows that were named). 

 God sightings:  Where do you think you might have seen God today?  

Hints to help keep the conversation going: What was something beautiful you saw today? What was 

something good you were able to receive or provide? What was something troubling you saw that made 

you want to act? 

Devotion & Prayer:  

 If you have small kids, simply use a kid-friendly story Bible. (Our favorite at SSLC is the one we 

provide at Baptism The Jesus Storybook Bible which is available both in a hard copy as well as 

digital reader version.) Simply start reading a story a day. The Bible in Picture for Little Eyes is also 

a great resource, for its questions `at the end of each reading. Young readers will find this to be a 

great opportunity to practice their reading. 

 “Middling Kids” will find the picture Bible we have in our pews particularly engaging, especially for its  

margin notes and illustrations. This also is a resource suitable for starting at the beginning and simply start 

reading. 

 For households with adults or older kids, a guided reading (like the weekly readings suggested on our 

“Taking God’s Story Home” insert) might be more helpful than starting at the very beginning. (See the 

note under the title above if you need to find this through our web presence.) Each week, the Daily 

Readings in  “Taking God’s Story Home” follow a theme and usually have some sort of guiding question 

for reading, as well. 

Service: 

 Service can be a “project,” like taking a “Trash Walk” through the camp ground to pick up 

and throw away garbage…OR 

 …it can be a daily approach to the way you talk about and think about chores. “We serve 

God by taking care of each other. Setting the table without being asked over and over again is 

an example of a way you can serve God by taking care of something here at the house.” 

 Post service ideas that your household comes up with over the summer that others might enjoy doing, as 

well. 

Rituals: ANY and ALL of the above might be part of building a repetitive daily ritual.  

Disconnecting from screens and technology while you tend to these practices is VITAL.  

Here are some other ideas: 

 Table Prayer—Taking a moment to say grace on a daily basis can be a simple way to tend 

to ritual.   

 “Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed. Amen.” is one of the most familiar, 

but it can also be as simple as, “Thank you, God, for this food. Amen.” 

 Candle Lighting—If you were to work on your household’s 4-Key Faith Practices, lighting a candle as a  

signal of “the beginning” can be helpful. Talk about how when the candle is lit, we turn off our attention 

from everything else and turn on our attention to our time together. 

 Grace and patience—If tending to these things ISN’T a part of your daily practice, you have to be patient 

with your “progress.” Start small—like maybe aiming for Table Prayer 3 days a week and build from there. 

And if you don’t make your goal, start again NEXT WEEK.  

http://www.sslcmn.org/
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We gathered at Christ Chapel on the  

Gustavus Adolphus College campus. We have 

come from rural areas, towns, and  

cities. We have guests representing the ELCA; 

several other synods, including our Partner 

Synod – Virginia; and our Companion Synod – 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South  

Africa, South-Eastern Diocese. We are men, 

women, youngsters, middlers, oldsters,  

military, civilian, praisers, pray-ers, scholars, 

workers, leaders, soon-to-be leaders, rostered 

persons, lay persons, brothers, sisters. We are people enduring losses, celebrating new 

life, anticipating new callings, striving to be God’s witnesses. We are church together.  

 

We are nearly 500 gathered to worship, including music, confession, forgiveness, Holy Communion. During the 

installation of Sarah Hausken as a new associate in ministry, all connected to pray a blessing for her and her  

ministry among us. Worship leaders are: ELCA Secretary Wm. Chris Boerger, preacher; Pastor Maggie Cumings, 

presider; Michael Schaner, organist/pianist; Ryan Prondzinski, lector; and Pastor Stephen Rasmusson,  

installation presider. ELCA Secretary Wm. Chris Boerger guides the voting process for the bishop election.  

He reminds us that all here are the call committee in this spiritual process. He reviews what a synodical bishop is 

and does – pastor to the entire synod, servant to respond (appropriately) when you call with a need, CEO of a  

corporation, a worker for the unity of the Church (other denominations and faith groups).   

 

“You are holy, you are whole.” Gathering music reminds us you (plural) are holy, you (plural) are whole…we are 

whole…complete…church together.  Faces of friends, soon-to-be-made friends. Faces set with pondering,  

faces with smiles. Conversations, silence.  

All gathered because we are part of the synod, because we are church together. 

 

Pastor Kirk Meseck leads opening prayer for energy and guidance in our work together. An hour-long bishop  

forum is first on our agenda this morning; questions have been submitted by assembly attendees.  The bishop  

election results: There were 513 votes cast; 2/3 (342) needed to elect. Tim Wittwer 8, Steve Olson 21, Lyle 

Snyder 27, Laurie Skow-Anderson 110, and Jon Anderson 349. Bp. Jon is declared elected. Appreciation is  

expressed for all participants in this process.  

 

 

Bp. Phemba Buthelezi of the South-Eastern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Southern Africa teaches us about the church at work in our  

companion synod. They are experiencing growth, full churches on Sundays. 

Companionship has a sense of equality. He encourages the continued  

relationships between our conferences and their circuits. He invites us to visit 

South Africa – before we die! We need each other. We are church together. 

 

SNYOD ASSEMBLY  JUNE 19-21 
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Bp. Buthelezi is presented with a stole from our synod. Khayo M. from the Durban area is also introduced and  

welcomed.We’re sliding into plenary one more time with the beautiful music of the Praise Band. Voices greeting. 

Voices in conversation. Voices singing. Voices together. We are church together.  

 

If in our congregations, if in our leadership, we don’t talk about the 

short, middle, and long terms, we will not know where we’re going.  

Equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ. Old tools. New tools. Planning tools. Stewards of the gospel.  

Dramatic changes between the generations. Joys of the synod.  

 

Concerns of the synod. What are your hunches? What is God up to? We 

are working to identify our assets and possibilities. Where can we make 

the deepest impact? Who are the “gifts of God in human wrapping” 

around us? We seek to make good decisions.  

 

We all move to Christ Chapel 

for worship, Holy Communion, 

and closing of the assembly. “You will be my witnesses to the ends of the 

earth. I chose you and appointed you to bear fruit which abides. Lo, I will 

be with you always, to the end of time.” We are church together!  

SNYOD ASSEMBLY  JUNE 19-21 
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National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

 

 
ALL MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

 
We are putting together a Military and Service 
bulletin board to recognize these members and 
friends in their service for our country.  We 
would like to include all active and retired 
personnel from all branches of service, all law 
enforcement, and all firefighters. 
 
The information we are gathering are: Name, 
Rank, Dates of Service, Branch of Service, Where 
stationed or area. We would like to place a 4 inch 
by 6 inch photo along with the description of 
each person on these boards. 
 
Please contact Nikki Popplewell at 763-261-2334 
or email her at Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com for 

more information. 

CHURCH NEWS  

COMMUNION AND  

ACOLYTE CROSSES   

Each Sunday we have cross lanyards on 

the new cedar cross in the narthex near the  

Family Service Group whiteboard.  If you will be 

serving communion, or acting as an acolyte, 

please take a lanyard to wear so that we know 

that we have enough people to serve for worship.  

If there are lanyards hanging there, we are need 

of servers.  Please return lanyards after worship.   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY    

is looking for volunteers to knit or 

crochet prayer shawls. 

What a good way to pass a rainy day at the cabin! 

They are also accepting donations of yarn to be 

used for shawls.  The type of yarn used is Lion 

Brand “Homespun.”  Each shawl uses 3 skeins of 

yarn in a matching color.  Please contact Tammy 

Alickson for more information. 

WANT TO HELP FOR VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL THIS YEAR?    They  are looking for 

donations of new or gently used 

WHITE sheets or longer lengths of 

white fabric.  These will NOT be  

returned.  You can drop off at the 

church office. 

We are looking for people 

who would like to help with 

Vacation Bible School this 

summer. Vacation Bible 

School will be held on  

August 2nd- August 6th. But 

we need helpers now to start planning, gathering 

decorations, and creating a wonderful experience 

for our kids. We need your help teaching God's 

word and spreading his love to our wonderful  

children.   If you are interested in  

helping we would love to have you!! You can check 

out this year’s VBS at www.group.com/vbs/

everest.  Check out decorating ideas, daily  

messages, and even the fun crafts, science  

experiments, and snack ideas and decide which 

area you would like to help with!! Please contact 

Jenn Bluhm or Karla Zerwas if you have questions. 

RELAY FOR LIFE EVENT 

Our annual fundraising walk will be 

on July 10, 2015,  

at the Becker Community  

Center from 6 pm to midnight.   

We welcome new team members!   

Call Donna Pozorski at 763/856-8474  

for more information. 

mailto:Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com


RECYCLING TRAILER IS OPERATIONAL!  

FEEL FREE TO  DROP BAGGED  

ALUMINUM CANS  AT TRAILER.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Did You Know? 

We have a Meals Ministry  

program at SSLC! There have been 

a group of women who have been 

making and providing meals for  

members of our congregation when there is an  

illness, a health concern, or a need. If you would 

like to find out more and get connected contact 

Roberta Bistodeau or Dee Punton. You can either 

provide meals or provide Tupperware or cooking 

dishes for them to use for those families. You may 

bring gently used or new cookware to the church 

office. Please contact either Roberta or Dee if you 

would like to help make meals for families.  

BACKPACK BUDDIES  

NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

Want to make a difference in 

kids lives?  Join the Becker 

Backpack Buddy team to  

coordinate and lead weekend meal packing for 

kids in the Becker schools during the school 

year.  Contact Jeremy for more information. 

Lutheran Night @ the Twins  

July 28th-Pirates July 30th- Mariners  

THRIVENT FINANCIAL SHERBURNE  

CHAPTER EVENT:  

CHAPTER BOARD IS PROVIDING FREE BUS FROM 

BIG LAKE AND ELK RIVER FOR JULY 28TH GAME. 

PICK UP AT SARON LUTHERAN CHURCH, BIG LAKE 

IS AT 4:45PM AND CONTINUE ON TO EMMANUEL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELK RIVER AT 5:00PM  

$25.00-FAMILY SECTION & $35.00-FIELD BOX.  

 SEND CHECK TO: THRIVENT FINANCAL  

ATTN: VAL JACKSON , 817 MAIN ST.  

ELK RIVER, MN 55330.  

TICKETS AND TRANSPORTATION WILL BE  

RESERVED FIRST COME-FIRST SERVED. 

QUESTIONS: VAL JACKSON @  

763-633-5300 OR E-MAIL 

VAL.JACKSON@THRIVENT.COM  

DEADLINE IS JULY 7, 2015  

MEN’S BOUNDARY WATERS 

CAMPING TRIP 

SEPTEMBER 4—7, 2015 

Calling all men to join in an opportunity to spend 

a few days in the Boundary Waters camping, 

fishing, canoeing, and learning what it means to 

survive in the great outdoors. Take the time to 

enjoy God’s creations in nature.  Trip will be for 

adult men only (age 21 and over) .  More details 

to follow.  For more information, contact Jim 

Kocherer or Jeremy. 

PEBBLE CREEK GOLF   

TOURNAMENT AND FUNDRAISER 

Tuesday, July 28 from 4 pm to 9 pm 

Golf is a Nine Hole Scrambler Shotgun, includes 

Golf, Cart, Awards Dinner and Player Gift Bag.  

Cost is $55 per person. 

Proceeds benefit the Backpack Buddies  

program at Becker schools. 

See flyer at church for more information. 
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BIBLICAL BREW 

 

Our newest, least intimidating, adult Bible Study! Those that attended asked to have this the 

second Thursday of every month. What if our discussions about faith took a different turn? 

What if we opened conversation and dialogue to issues that matter to all of us? What if we 

opened our conversations with learning about one another and let faith grow from there? 

 

And what if a cold beer, glass of wine or cup of coffee were there to help us enter into that conversation? We are 

beginning a Biblical conversation like none other we have ever done at SSLC. Join us on the second Thursday of 

each month from 6:30 pm to 8 pm at Jack and Jim’s in Duelm.   

(Check the newsletter calendar for location changes, if any). 

 

You are invited to come when you are able and leave when you need to. We hope that this is relaxed and  

comfortable for anyone who wishes to take part. You don’t need to be a Biblical Scholar (we aren’t either!)  

You are invited to hear what God is doing in the lives of all of us as we journey together in faith.  

 

We will provide childcare from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm for those families that need it, for a donation to our youth who 

assist. Please call the office or contact Jeremy so we have enough youth helpers for each evening. 

PLANNING AN EVENT AT SSLC?   

 

Please complete a Unified  

Communication Form to submit to the church 

office.  It will help us to publicize your event  

in the bulletin, newsletter, website, etc.  You 

can find this form on our website in the  

column below the weekly bulletin and  

newsletters, and blank forms in the church 

office.  Thank you! 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 

Fund May Y-T-D 

 Total Income* $36,108 $154,823 

 Total Expenses $34,695 $131,362 

Difference $1,413 $23,461 

ATTEND-

ANCE 

1st/2nd 

service 

5/3 99 / 52 

5/10 122 / 66 

5/17 86 / 123 

5/20 52  

5/24 96 

5/27 12 

5/31 113 

General Fund $17,622 

Youth $625 

Building Fund $4,574 

Coffee $71 

Backpack Buddies $80 

Savings Rebuilding $1 

Sunday School $115 

Noisy Offering $107 

Women’s Ministry $5 

Other Income $107 

TOTAL OFFERINGS $23,294 

JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

7/01  Rusty Lear 
7/01  Dennie Bloch 
7/02  Bill Rogers 
7/02  Kara Peterson 
7/03  Meghan Raygor 
7/04  Kiley Haberman 
7/05  Jackie Johnson 
7/05  Kim Bader 
7/05  Craig Barringer 
7/06  Bruce Bergman 
7/07  Marlys Spiczka 
7/07  Julias Hendricks 
7/08  Scott Ulsby 
7/08  Kristin Martin 
7/08  Regan Stommes 
7/08  Mitch Wipper 
7/08  Dereck Pozorski 
7/08  Josephine Kent 
7/09  Patty Simmons 
7/09  Kory McCalla 
7/10  Jason Schuster 
7/10  Rose Schuldt 
7/11  Roberta  
           Bistodeau 
7/11  Sydney Stommes 
7/12  Ralph  
           du’Monceaux 
7/12  Angela Schuster 
7/12  Samuel Hales 
7/13  Roseann Wiltsey 
7/14  Amy Johnson 
7/15  Lonnie Suckert 
7/15  Carson Schultz 
7/15  Grace Baldry 
7/15  Ethan Haus 
7/16  Theresa  
           Longstrom 
7/16  Maxwell Olson- 
           Burkman 
7/17  Barb Kydd 
7/17  Dee Holt 
7/19  Sheri Lumley 
7/19  Kim Dommer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
7/01  Craig & Ann Barringer 

7/06  Ron & Susan Peterson 

7/06  Brian & Cheryl  
           Ellingson 

7/06  Dereck & Joelle  
           Pozorski 

7/11  Mark & Sheri Lumley 

7/12  Jeremy & Ellie  
           Hallquist 

7/14  Dennis & Barb Jensen 

7/16  Mike & Gloria Kydd 

7/18  Van & Kara Zoller 

7/20  Joe & LuAnn  
           Berthiaume 

7/19  Jessica Johnson 
7/19  Basil Ricker 
7/19  Sam Ricker 
7/20  Gavin Mielke 
7/20  Mike Nielsen 
7/21  Andy Ulsby 
7/21  Debbie Goenner 
7/21  Olsen Pancoast 
7/22  Dennis Jensen 
7/22  Macy Spear 
7/22  Synnove Lumley 
7/23  Scott Alickson 
7/23  Kaelyn Drayna 
7/23  Tanner Felton 
7/24  Tom Zerwas III 
7/25  Skip Lerdahl 
7/25  Tom Zerwas Jr. 
7/25  Olivia Niday 
7/25  Joel Lumley 
7/25  Rachel Ulsby 
7/26  Nikki Popplewell 
7/26  Lane Lysdal 
7/27  Amanda Wiltsey 
7/27  Kristen Ulsby 
7/28  Cheryl Wynkoop 
7/28  Brian Ellingson 
7/28  Vikki Nielsen 
7/29  Lisa Orton 
7/29  Cade Stommes 
7/30  Curt Janisch 
7/30  Chris Schendzielos 
7/30  Brady Haus 
7/31  Pat Krei 
7/31  Bonnie Olson 
7/31  Selora Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

SIMPLY GIVING  

ENROLLMENT 

 

Churches have obligations 

just like families and  

businesses. When church 

members agree to an  

automatic payment  

arrangement, we can better 

budget our income because 

we know how much is  

coming and when. And if you 

leave town and miss worship, 

your giving and promised  

contributions are taken care 

of for you automatically  

so you don’t have to worry 

about it.  

Visit the website: 

www.sslcmn.com or email 

sslcfinance@windstream.net,  

or the church office if you are  

interested in 

Simply Giving. 

MAY OFFERINGS 

*Total Income combines all Offerings PLUS any 

other income we have received for the month. 

Noisy Offering for July   

“Open Your Heart to the Hungry and  

Homeless July Challenge Grant.”  Grants are 

based on all funds raised through our local 

food shelves during the month of July. 



JULY 2015 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

Worship  

 6:30 pm 

2 

 

3 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

4 

5 

Worship at 9 am  

FOOD SHELF  

SUNDAY 

6 7 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

8 

Worship  

 6:30 pm 

9 

Esther Bible Study 7 pm 

 

Biblical Brew 6:30 pm  

at Jack & Jim’s 

10 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Relay for Life 

walk at Becker 

Community  

Center 6 pm 

11 

 

12 

Worship at 9 am 

 

Youth leave for Klein 

Ranch 

13 14 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

15 

Worship  

 6:30 pm 

16 

 

17 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Youth return 

from Klein Ranch 

18 

Whitcomb  

wedding 
3 pm 

19 

Worship at 9 am 

 

20 21 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

22 

Worship  

 6:30 pm 

23 24 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

25 

 

26 

Worship at 9 am 

27 28 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Twins Game 

thru Thrivent 

7:10 pm 

Backpack  

Buddies Golf 

Tournament 

Fundraiser at 

Pebble Creek   

4 pm to 9 pm 

29 

Worship  

 6:30 pm 

30 

Twins Game 

thru Thrivent 

7:10 pm 

31 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 



AUGUST 2015 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 

Worship at 9 am  

FOOD SHELF  

SUNDAY 

Vacation Bible School 

6—8:30 pm 

3 

 

Vacation Bible 

School 

6—8:30 pm 

 

 

4 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

Vacation Bible 

School 

6—8:30 pm 

 

5 

Worship  

 6:30 pm 

Vacation Bible 

School 

6—8:30 pm 

6 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

6—8:30 pm 

7 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

8 

 

9 

Worship at 9 am 

 

 

10 11 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

12 

Worship  

 6:30 pm 

FINAL 

EVENING 

 

13 

Biblical Brew 6:30 pm  

at Jack & Jim’s 

14 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

15 

 

 

16 

Worship at 9 am 

 

17 18 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

19 20 21 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

22 

23 

Worship at 9 am 

24 25 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

26 27 28 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

29 

30 

Worship at 9 am 

31      



South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Mike Pancoast 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  sslcoffice@izoom.net 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 
 

“Teaching the Word,  Reaching the World” 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Sundays at  9 a.m.  

  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday/Wednesday  

 

Office Hours   Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives 

through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming  

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ 

Jesus.  We practice this by engaging in cross-  

generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is  

revealed by God’s Word.  We do this by connecting with our 

congregation, the community and the world. 

Being able to get away to the lake or camping or 

whatever it is that is a renewal of life in the summer 

time is certainly a gift from God.  

It is a matter of “recreation,” or RE-CREATION,  

of being made new! But our worship life and our  

communal life as a congregation is every bit as 

important, as well.  

If you’re anticipating being gone over the weekend and being absent from our regular worship service,  

come join us for a light supper and worship service each Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 

The meal is a “Body of Christ Meal,” meaning, it only happens if we get responses that the Body of Christ 

(that’s YOU) will help provide the meal. We will have a weekly sign-up listing for what to bring in the 

church office and on our website.  Here are the links and menus:   

 

July 1:  BBQ Beef on a Bun   http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-dinner6 

July 8:  Hot Dog Roast   http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49A4A922A6FA7-dinner9 

July 15:  Sub Sandwiches    http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-dinner3 

July 22:  Grilled Burgers   http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49A4A922A6FA7-dinner8 

July 29: Baked Potato Bar   http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49A4A922A6FA7-dinner4 

Weather permitting, there will be a bonfire and smores to follow. Bring your lawn chairs for that and  

marshmallow sticks.     Come for worship and supper. Stay for an enjoyable evening! 


