
JANUARY EVENTS 
JAN 2015 

Volume 15  

Issue 1 
S

o
u

th
 S

a
n

ti
a

g
o

 L
u

th
e

ra
n

 C
h

u
rc

h
 

T
h

e
 M

e
s
s
e

n
g
e

r 
MEMORIAL BLOOD CENTER  

BLOOD DRIVE AT SSLC 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 

8 AM TO NOON 

 

Give the gift of life to start the New Year! 

There are openings all during the morning 

for you to participate. 

 

Contact Emily Gallus at 612-366-0404   

or Racqel Barthel at  651-503-4774  

to schedule an appointment. 

 

Churches have obligations just like families and businesses.  

When church members agree to an automatic payment  

arrangement, we can better budget our income because we know 

how much is coming and when. And if you leave town and miss 

worship, your giving and promised contributions are taken care of 

for you automatically so you don’t have to worry about it. Visit the 

website: www.sslcmn.com or email  sslcfinance@windstream.net, 

or the church office if you are interested in  

Simply Giving. 

SIMPLY GIVING ENROLLMENT 

 

12th Night of Christmas Party 

Sunday, January 4, from 3 - 5:30 PM 

 

WHAT are you going to do with that dried up, dead, 

old Christmas tree? Why don't you bring it to the 

church for a bonfire?! 

We know from the old Christmas carol that the  

celebration of Christmas is supposed to last 12 

days. Well? Let's extend our celebration too! 

 

Whenever you're ready to get rid of your tree, bring 

to the church and drag it out to the fire ring out by 

our outdoor worship chapel. Come and join us for 

a "12th Night of Christmas Party." We'll have a 

bonfire of old Christmas trees, winter outdoor 

games and activities, a hot dog and marshmallow 

roast, and more! Invite your friends and family!! 
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THANK YOU FROM:   

Department of Veterans  

Affairs  St. Cloud, MN:   

Thank you for the generous 

gift of quilts and pillows.   

They are very much  

appreciated by the Veterans 

that receive them. 

We appreciate your support 

to the St. Cloud VA Health   

   Care System and our  

   Nation’s Veterans.   

 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans: 

(Funds for quilt batting) 

Thank you for letting us be a part 

of your mission quilting projects to 

serve our nation veterans. 

 

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful way to give back to 

our young community of children  

battling stress and depression  

associated with suicide.  We will forever 

continue to protect each and every 

one, and the families who have broken 

hearts because of this.   

It is greatly appreciated that we and all  

victims are in your prayers.   

Thank you and God Bless, 

Dylan’s Hope Foundation 

29 Quilts of Love 

36 Pillows of Care 

1st Ever SSLC Fantasy Football Results:   

Congratulations to Ralph duMonceax and his Team  

duMonceaux for winning this year’s Fantasy Football league! 

He has designated the Minnesota Vikings’ Children’s Fund as 

the recipient of the winnings, which is a total of $375—15 

teams and their $25 entry fee. The Vikings’ Children’s Fund’s  

mission is to rally the resources of the Vikings, the corporate 

community and our fans in support of children's health,  

education and family services throughout the Upper Midwest. 

Since 1978, over $10 million has been raised with over $5 

million being allocated towards research at the University of 

Minnesota's Department of Pediatrics. 

Final standings for the year were: 

 

Becker Division 

Team Drayna (Todd & Dawn Drayna) 7-4 

Viking Goddess (Jane duMonceaux) 6-5 

Temple High Priests (Pastor Mike)  5-6 

I AM (Celina Gustafson)   5-6 

Brandon’s Crucifiers (Brandon Gustafson) 3-8 

 

Big Lake Division 

Team duMonceaux 1 (Ralph duMonceaux)  9-2 

Luther Legends (Jeremy Hallquist)   8-3 

Team duMonceaux 2 (Brady duMonceaux)  7-5 

Moses & the Wide RedSeavers (Alickson Family) 6-6 

The Promised (Jessica Johnson & family)  2-10 

Santiago Division 

Wing & a Prayer (Joy & Zach Hurd)   7-4 

Santiago Saints (Olsen Pancoast)   6-5 

Carter’s Crusaders (Carter Gustafson)  5-6 

Touchdown Jesus (Jason Gustafson)  4-7 

Hail Mary (Andy Rick)    4-7 

 

Next year we’ll be planning on dividing up into 12-team  

maximum leagues and the possibility of having more than 

one league! Hope to have you be a part!! 
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Employees at CentraCare Health – Monticello pledged to support the Backpack Buddies programs in Becker, Big Lake 
and Monticello during the annual employee giving campaign. Employees generously donated money to help expand 
local Backpack Buddies programs and provide approximately 800 school children with nutritious food. Students who 
qualify for the program receive a backpack full of food at school to bring home over the weekend. 

  

The employees at CentraCare Health – Monticello donated $6,593 
to the Becker Backpack Buddies program ensuring that children in 
our community receive the nutrition they need. 

  

“I am so proud of the generosity and compassion demonstrated 
by our employees through their willingness to personally  
contribute to the CentraCare Employee Campaign to benefit local 
children through the Backpack Buddies program,” said Mary Ellen 
Wells, Administrator for CentraCare Health – Monticello. “More 
than 30 percent of CentraCare Health – Monticello’s employees 
made a contribution to invest in our mission of improving the 
health of every patient, every day.” 

  

“It is groups like the employees at CentraCare Health - Monticello 
that keep these programs going for the kids right here in the  
community,” said Sara Gallus, Becker Backpack Buddies Board 
Member. “The kids will be so blessed by this amazing donation.” 

  

Through contributions to local Backpack Buddies programs,  
CentraCare Health – Monticello’s employees demonstrate their 
commitment to supporting health and health care in the  
community. 

CentraCare Health – Monticello Employees Support Backpack Buddies 

THANKSGIVING MEAL AT SSLC 

A day of thanks for all our blessings… 

Plenty of food to share, good company… 

 

 

God’s servants at work  

reaching the community  

and the world. 

Pictured from left to right: Karen Lindgren,  
CentraCare Health – Monticello Employee  
Campaign Ambassador; Steve Pareja, CentraCare 
Health – Monticello Division Director; Jeanne 
Trullinger, CentraCare Health – Monticello  
Employee Campaign Chair; Sara Gallus, Becker 
Backpack Buddies Board Member; Jeremy 
Hallquist, Becker Backpack Buddies Board  
Member; Michelle Peacock, Community  
Education Director for Becker Schools. 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

In his letter quoted above, the apostle Peter describes the process of “being church” as 
if it is a building project. And indeed, it is. Since the beginning of time, God has been 
building a group of people--(“…a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people…”, Peter writes)—through whom God’s light and love and hope should be 
may known and proclaimed to the world. That building project is begun and built 
around Jesus as the cornerstone. What does the people of God look like? Who are 
they? What do they do? Having received God’s grace, mercy, and love through Jesus, 
we seek to BE that grace, mercy, and love through Jesus. This is just one way we might 
answer those questions. 

Over the course of this past year, we have sought to answer for ourselves as a  
congregation those questions about who it is God has called us to be. We have a  
mission statement, which helps: Teaching the Word. Reaching the World.  
Whatever it is we do as a church, our focus is to be about teaching and reaching.  

Highlights of this mission will always include the incredible jobs that our Sunday School 
Superintendent Karla Zerwas and our Youth & Family Director Jeremy Hallquist do with virtually no budget whatsoever. The  
volunteers they help coordinate to make these vital parts of our ministry happen is an outreach ministry in its own right, not to 
mention the ways our youth have sought to lead and be examples of living faith to the adults of our congregation through  
summer mission trips; servant opportunities alongside our High School small group’s leader, Morgan du’Monceaux and her  
connections with area nursing homes; Kids Fighting Hunger; and more.  

Our monthly contributions to ministries—locally; state-wide; nationally; and globally—certainly should be recognized as  
Reaching the World. So too our monthly Food Pantry donations.  

Over the course of this past year we have also sought to focus our mission, and we did this through a series of small, town-hall 
style meetings with a wide cross-section of the congregation. In other words, if our mission is “Teaching the Word. Reaching the 
World,” what exactly does that look like? What do we need to do as a congregation to be faithful to that mission? One of my  
favorite questions we wrestled with during those conversations last year was, “SSLC is at its best when…”. Out of that, we refined 
our mission into a couple of sentences we have called our Value-Purpose Statement: 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming and sustaining life-
long personal faith in God through Christ Jesus. 

We implement this by engaging in cross-generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is revealed by God’s Word, connecting 
to others within our congregation, our community and the world. 

The challenge has been, then, to use this Value-Purpose Statement as a lens through which to examine our current ministries, 
as well as to envision the creation of any new ones. And, like Peter’s words from above about God’s building project around 
Christ the Cornerstone, there have certainly been some new and vibrant ministries that have begun to be built. I believe these 
ministries have begun to add some seriousness to living out our Mission Statement and Value-Purpose Statement.  Here are just a 
couple: 

Dinner Church: This past summer’s Dinner Church sustained our Wednesday worship numbers both in terms of actual worshipers 
(usually a consistent 24 or so) AND the duration of our Wednesday services well into August. (In the past, Wednesday worship 
has had a tendency to start strong and peter out after a month or two.) We had sought to provide a worship opportunity for 
those who would frequently be gone on the weekends of the summer, and that is what we did. The atmosphere of Dinner 
Church intentionally sought to build relationships by insisting that participants get to know one another. (I often had said, “If 
your desire is to come to worship and be anonymous, this service is not for you.”) The entire format of the service, including its 
set-up and clean-up intentionally sought to be cross-generational: we had adults and kids working together to set-up the  
tables; to get the serving line prepared; to get communion set-up and cleaned up; to get the dishes done; and more.   

Pathfinders:  The adult-education focus of our Pathfinders ministry that began this past September has begun to provide 3 layers 
of growth for our congregation. Pathfinders allows the newest people connected with our congregation… 

(1)  to begin to learn about the Christian faith and its Lutheran expression here at SSLC;  

(2)  to begin to grow in relationship with other adults within the congregation; and  

The apostle Peter writes:  5 Like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands 
in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and pre-
cious…”. …You are a chosen race, a roy-
al priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim 
the mighty acts of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

—1 Peter 2:5-6 & 9 
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(3) to begin to learn about and consider their place within our congregation, their gifts and talents, and how they might be 
offered in the mission and ministry God has given us. 

(4) Pathfinders has also offered long-time members an opportunity to be renewed in their connection with the congregation and 
practice of their own faith.  Since it uses the Dinner Church format from this past summer, all of the benefits from that  
ministry can be seen at Pathfinders, as well. 

It is by no means a perfect project, with a number of growing edges. Yet, even those growing edges have provided some positive 
direction for some previous ministries that had begun to lag through the years. For example, our Men’s Ministry Faith Chest 
project had pretty much stagnated. Out of the necessity of providing those for a number of our families, as well as out of a 
conversation with a handful of our men evaluating even whether this project would continue, a simpler design has been 
achieved and a foundational group of men has been re-established. These are men who, by and large, have not been a part of 
this project before. 

These are a couple of ways that we have begun to grow and to live into the mission, values, and purposes that our congregation 
has identified as God’s call to us. 

But our congregation faces some SIGNIFICANT threats and challenges this year, as well, and those are largely in the realm of our 
financial Stewardship.  

This past year we have been less of the congregation God calls us to be as we have virtually eliminated any financial sharing with 
the Southwestern Minnesota Synod or with the ELCA. This means excellent ministries on both the synodical and churchwide levels 
are hampered. This has not been a choice that our council, its treasurer, our bookkeeper have willingly made; it has come out of 
the reality of the number of dollars that have been given here on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. This means that our 
budget has been largely reduced to two columns: salaries and our physical plant. This past year, the council was able to refinance 
the mortgage with the ELCA’s Mission Investment Fund to ease our cash flow issues. Even with those efforts, relative to those two 
big chunks of budget (salaries and building), our congregation’s financial sharing is markedly small and located mainly in the $250 
to $400 we give in a variety of ways through our noisy offering; the dry and canned goods we give through the Food Pantry  
collection; and whatever dollars are designated in giving to Back Pack Buddies—all necessities to being the people God has called 
us to be but still far short of what is expected in being members of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Lastly, because of the extremely tight budgetary constraints we have had to work with this past year, we will be needing to 
make some difficult decisions. Our congregation has changed through the years. It is currently changing. It will continue to 
change. That is the nature of the world in which we live. Ways of “being church” in the past that have worked and sustained our 
mission and ministries have not and will not necessarily carry us into the future. Most of that change has been for the better, as 
I’ve referenced above.  

Some of that change, however, is killing us. Relying on offerings based largely on “whatever change I happen to have in my pocket 
on Sunday morning” cannot sustain us. The growing percentage of congregational participants who give nothing or next to nothing 
over the course of the year will not sustain us. 

So YOU the congregation have EVERYTHING to say about how our congregation will change in the future. If the way our  
congregation responds to change does not begin with individual giving, our congregation will change for the worse by shrinking its 
ministry to match the current level of giving. If the way we respond does begin with individual giving, our congregation will  
continue to change for the better. But YOU get to decide that direction. More specifically, since we have already reduced our  
congregation’s financial outlay to the bare necessities of salary and building, we will be faced with making significant decisions 
about staffing. It’s the only flexibility we have left in the budget. To be clear about it: there have been no formal proposals put 
forth in this area—i.e., eliminating specific positions; reducing our pastoral ministry to part time; etc. But those are the potential 
realities we face. 

The council’s Stewardship Committee (Sam Stone, Mark Swanson, Joy Hurd, and Marlene Olson) have been working hard to create 
some strategies for our congregation’s financial stewardship in culture-changing ways. That doesn’t happen overnight. Nor does it 
address immediate financial realities. But it is absolutely necessary to grow our congregation into one of thoroughly generous 
people willing to share from the abundance God has given. Otherwise, we will continue to limp from one financial crisis to the 
next. (You will be hearing more about 2015’s Stewardship Emphasis later in the month.) 

I can’t thank you enough—the great staff we have; the generous financial givers we do have; those who freely give of their time 
and effort to make South Santiago Lutheran Church what it is. May God continue to bless you in 2015, and may those blessings 
inspire you to continue growing in the way you perceive God’s call to you to share. 

See you in worship—Pastor Mike 
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COUNCIL MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 9, 2014 

Present: President Rusty Lear, Treasurer Carey Bowles, 

Dani Priebe, Mark Swanson, Kim Kampa, Julie Jarvi 

Absent: Sam Stone, Secretary Joy Hurd, Youth Members 

Frannie Bowles and Hannah Lawrence, Pastor Mike 

Pancoast, Youth Minister Jeremy Hallquist 

President Lear called the meeting to order at 7:05. 

Mark led us in prayer. 

Joy is not here tonight.  Carey volunteered to take notes. 

November Minutes:  Review of minutes from November 

meeting.  Noted that Vice President Jessica Johnson’s 

resignation from Council was missing.  Motion made by 

Julie and seconded by Kim to approve adjusted 

minutes. 

Financial Report: There are two bills that Shelly wanted 

to inform council about:    **Kids Against Hunger has-

billed us $1,932.93 for the balance of meals that were 

packed in June.  Mark took the bill and said he and Sam 

will follow up with them.  **Health Insurance Premium 

was not paid in November and now both November and 

December are due by the 15th.  Additional discussion 

ensued regarding the designated funds, the balances 

our financials show, the negative balance of the  

General and Building funds, and the balance in our 

checking and savings.  Mark discussed consolidating 

the funds to make the balance sheet less confusing.  

Carey explained that either way, consolidated or not we 

need to show where the money from our savings has 

been spent and come in and out of.  We also need to 

explain clearly to the congregation about the dire need 

for increased giving to pay our bills and rebuild the  

savings. 

Dani asked how the savings drive last spring [$250/per 

giving unit request].  No exact numbers were available 

but it was not what we had hoped and was used to pay 

bills during the summer. 

Discussion followed about talking to the congregation 

about our financial state.  Dani volunteered to talk to 

the congregation about additional giving for December 

(year end, charitable giving, tax write offs) but Rusty is 

going to present something on December 21 instead. 

Budget still needs to be finalized 

for next year.  Rusty is going to 

reach out to Jessica to get her 

final changes to the numbers.  

We need to ask committees for 

their spending forecasts for next 

year as well to put final information in place. 

Pastor Report:  Submitted. No action. 

Youth Report:  No action. 

Business/New and Old 

Vacations by faith leadership team:  Carey mentioned 

both Jeremy and Pastor Mike are planning to be on  

vacation at the same time between Christmas and New 

Year’s.  Rusty noted that Mike has made arrangements 

to cover ministry and we should be fine.  Carey noted 

that it doesn’t seem like they should both be gone at 

the same time.  Question was raised who reviews  

vacation requests and keeps track of what is paid for by 

the church?  Needs further review. 

Council Seats: Rusty called for a review of all council 

positions and definitions so we can understand our 

roles and share them with potential new council  

members.  Need to find the written version of this that 

seems to be missing.  Mark brought up recruitment for 

new council members.  We need to all be talking to 

members about running for Council.  Rusty let everyone 

know he is not looking to run for President again.  Carey 

is going to follow up with discussions Jessica had  

started with a potential member.  Need to find others to  

recruit. It was also brought up if we want to continue 

having the youth members on council.  Nothing was  

decided at this time about youth involvement. [Note: 

current youth members have two more years to  

complete their terms.] 

Yearly review discussion:  Not all members have turned 

in their review of Pastor Mike.  Rusty needs these to 

complete his review.  Need to follow up with Mike on his 

review of other staff members. 

Adjourn  Julie moved to adjourn, seconded by Kim.  

Motion passed. 

Meeting ended at 8:45 pm.  Respectfully submitted by 

Treasurer Carey Bowles 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER GATHERINGS 

  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR  

PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MIKE. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:    Mary Anderson (friend of Kaas), Lents Family (friends of Radeke’s), David Swanson 

(Robyn Brown’s Dad), John O’Reilly (Dawn Drayna and Kristie Cencer’s uncle), Korey Faust (Julie Jarvi’s 

daughter), Eldor Jordan (Jackie Johnson’s brother), Kathy Pancoast (Pastor Mike’s Mom), Dan Jergenson, 

Shirley Waldecker (Brenda Jergenson’s Mom), Cheryl Person (Rae Person’s daughter-in-law), Brian Minger 

(Amy Lear’s uncle), Nick Bierschbach, Gladys Hoff (Elwood Orton’s sister), Lexi Erickson (great-niece of Ron 

and Lavonne Gilyard), Ronald Campbell (Donna Pozorski’s brother), Roger Pearson (Julie Johnson’s dad),  

Scott Alickson, Andi Zwirner (Karla Zerwas’ Mom), Annette Bistodeau (Mark Bistodeau’s sister-in-law), Esther 

Struder (friend of Jenn Bluhm), Butch Hallquist (Jeremy’s uncle), David Woolard (Peggy Gilyard’s Dad),  Travis 

Mc Ginnis (Jackie Johnson’s nephew), Lydia Wallace (Dean Wallace’s Mom),  Wanda Gilyard (Daughter of 

Ron and Lavonne Gilyard), Gerrie Dahlberg (Craig Dahlberg’s Mom), Roseanne Pittman (Ron and Lavonne 

Gilyard’s friend), Dee Holt, Bonnie Olson, Ben Hales, Clinton Cox, Rosemary Mortrud (Greg Hurd’s Mom), 

John Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s brother), Becki Halphen (Tami Klapak’s sister), Darlene Jones (Garron Orton’s 

sister),  Margaret  Heinen (Marianne Lindsey’s Mom),  Judy Peterson,  Don Grafft (Sandy Empting’s brother), 

Ves Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s Dad). 

 
MILITARY PRAYERS:   Matthew Peabody, Adam Thom, Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd,  Ted Freese, Zac Heinen, 

Michael Jacobs, Jeremy Schuch, Brady Marxen, Daniel Kydd, Derek Brown, Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  

Derek Schleif, Lindsey  Donelson,  Adam Graning,  Ryan Munsterman, Larry  Hoffmann, Gidget Borst. 



Page 8 The Messenger  

JANUARY FAMILY SERVICE GROUP 

    Jan 4 Jan 4 Jan 11 Jan 11 Jan 18 Jan 18 Jan 25 Jan 25 

  8 am 10:30 am 8 am 10:30 am 8 am 10:30 am 8 am 10:30 am 

READERS Munsterman      Munsterman  

HEAD USHER  Priebe Peabody Priebe Peabody Priebe Peabody Priebe 

USHERS         

GREETERS Munsterman  Lerdahl Hallquist   Munsterman  

KITCHEN HELP    Hallquist   Hallquist  

GOODIES Munsterman   Hallquist   
Munsterman, 
Hallquist  

BASKET HOLDER         

COMMUNION SRVS Munsterman      Munsterman  

ACOLYTE         

MONEY COUNTERS  
Alickson, 
Marsh  

Alickson, 
Marsh  

Alickson, 
Marsh  

Alickson, 
Marsh 

PROJECTION         

ALTAR GUILD 
Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Klinker,  
Gilyard 

Is January YOUR family’s month to help for worship? We have  27 families in our group and  

8 worship services in January.   If every family helps out just once, every job should be  

filled with ease.   

It would be awesome to come to church every Sunday in December and see every spot filled 

in.  Please consider making this small commitment to help our church run smoothly on Sundays. We understand 

that January is month of after holiday slumps and winter breaks, so if you can’t help out this month please  

consider filling in a spot during another month that works better for your schedule. You can email the church, 

sign in on the schedule in the narthex, or sign up on our website: www.sslcmn.org under the stewardship 

tab.  Thanks! 
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THANK YOU TO: 

*Dennis & Lucille Schuette for donating  

communion wine;  

*Ralph Johnson, Bill Rogers, Mark Bistodeau,  

Buster Graning for snow removal; 

*Mike and Dee Punton for fresh Christmas greenery 

for the entryway;  

*Tim Gallus for sound system repairs;  

*PCA Company from Golden Valley for donating 2  

turkeys for families in need;  

*All who donated turkey cards and receipts for 

C.R.O.S.S. Center (we filled five cards!);   

*All who attended the Thanksgiving Community 

worship service (the offering was $1,200 for local 

families in need);  

*Wendy and Lauren Reisem, Angela Spinler, Dawn 

Drayna, Donna Pozorski, Luann Berthiaume,  

Brandon, Julie and Adeline Kent, Janelle, Hailey, 

Hannah and Katelyn Uecker, Melanie Mielke,  

Jessica Johnson, Gabby Klinkenborg, Cheri  

Hendricks, Amity Felton, Anna Pancoast for Advent 

Craft fair station guidance; 

*Jeremy and Ellie Hallquist for special music  

at worship;  

*Ella Arneson for delivering pillows to the St. Cloud 

Veterans Hospital, and for delivering donations to 

the Salvation Army;  

*Dee, Mike, and Abby Punton for coordinating the  

Christmas party for the Lange Home residents;  

*Luke and Jenn Bluhm family, Andy and Amanda 

Rick family, Kevin and Kim Kampa family, Pastor 

Mike and Kari Pancoast family, and Sam and Allie 

Stone family for leading the Advent Candle lighting 

part in worship;  

*Carol Michaletz for making baptismal head cloths;  

*Barry Brown and Shane Mekeland for making  

Baptism Faith Chests;  

*Nita Lerdahl, Debbie Goenner, and Patty Simmons 

for making pillows for the St. Cloud Veterans  

Hospital;  

*Angela Spinler for sharing poinsettias with us;  

*Karla Zerwas, Jenn Bluhm, Janelle Uecker, Jessica 

Johnson, Robyn & Dan Brown, Kris Mateyka, Ruth 

Thom, Allie Stone for organizing and planning the 

Sunday School pageant;  

*Heidi Hansen and all choir members for their  

Christmas Cantata; 

*Jessica Johnson and her group of seventh grade 

girls for making fleece blankets to go with the  

Giving Tree  gifts;   

*Youth and mentors for making communion bread;  

*All families who donated gifts for the Giving Tree;  

*Sara Gallus for coordinating and delivering gifts 

for  the Giving Tree event;  

*Bill Rogers, Rich Alickson, and Walt Munsterman 

for snow removal and furnace maintenance;  

*Angela Spinler and Sammie Mekeland for leading 

the Advent Candle lighting part in worship; 

*Ted and Ginny Lysdal, Tony Lysdal, Shelly Bluhm, 

and Walt and Adele Munsterman  for donating 

Christmas trees for worship;  

*Dawn Drayna and Angela Spinler for serving  

communion at “Longest Night” service;  

*Heidi Hansen for her "just right" music for 

“Longest Night” service;  

*The Pancoast family for hosting the yummy treats 

after “Longest Night” service;  

*Marvel Paulson, Kevin  and Kim Kampa, Rich and 

Nancy Alickson for donating tree stands. 
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Introducing PATHFINDERS 

Preparing for baptism—WALKING WET 

Preparing for membership—WALKING TOGETHER 

Preparing for marriage—WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE 

 

Since February of this year, Jeremy and I have been working to revamp the way that our congregation welcomes, connects with, and seeks to integrate our newest, 

often our youngest, and sometimes our least connected folks in the congregation. The wheels started turning in our heads as we listened to the congregation in 

developing our Value-Purpose Statement: We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming 

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ Jesus. We implement this by engaging in cross-generational ministry and radical  

hospitality as it is revealed by God’s Word, connecting to others within our congregation, our community and the world. The question we had was, “What 

does this look like for us?” After reading a couple of books (Faith Forming Faith and Faith Shaping Ministry) and attending some continuing education events with the 

author of those books, Jeremy and I were convicted that our congregation would benefit greatly from a ministry that would lay out a pathway for responding to 

people who are contacted through these entry points to our congregation (baptism, new membership, and marriage). Here’s a little bit about Pathfinders:    

The Theology of Pathfinders:  The 

Bible is full of “pathway” or “road trip” language and 
imagery. Genesis narrates the winding travels of 
Abraham and Sarah and their descendants to whom 
God first spoke promises. Exodus through  
Deuteronomy describes the travels of God’s people 
out of slavery in Egypt and into the freedom of the 
Promised Land. One whole section of the book of 
Psalms—the Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-134)—
seem to have been used by travelers on their way to 
Jerusalem for annual feasts and festivals, and it is in 
this section of travel prayers that we hear such words 
as, “The LORD will watch over your coming and going both 
now and forevermore” (121:8) and “Blessed are all who 
fear the LORD, who walk in the ways of the 
LORD” (128:1). The story of Jesus is one that takes 
place on the road from Jesus’ home territory in  
Galilee toward Jerusalem. It is not uncommon for 
Christians to describe the season of Lent in terms of 
“journeying” with Jesus toward the cross. And that 
pathway becomes all the more intense as Jesus  
follows the road into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
One of the most powerful post-resurrection Easter 
stories happens as two travelers who are trying to 
make sense of what has just happened to them and to 
Jesus in Jerusalem: “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?”, they asked themselves once Jesus 
had been made known in the breaking of the bread 
(Luke 24:32). And that revelation moved them on 
that very evening to run the full seven miles to  
announce to Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem what had 
happened to them.  

People travel with God over a variety of 
pathways and from a multitude of directions. 
Those pathways and directions we yet will 
travel are many and varied. Our  
congregation members’ stories and practices 
are as many and varied. Yet the promises of 
God in the waters of Baptism and the accom-
panying Word are that we do not go alone. 
We are ALL pathfinders with whom the risen 

Christ travels. The name implies “a way.” But it is a 
way that is also full of freedom and flexibility and 
variety. 

WHO IS PATHFINDERS FOR? 

 Those who are inquiring about baptism at SSLC, 
either for their children or for themselves as 
adults. (For households seeking baptism for their 
children, those will be scheduled on a quarterly 
basis, on Sundays chosen by the families, following 
registration, completion, and/or of each unit of 
preparation. For adults seeking baptism, those will 
be handled through conversation with Pastor 
Mike.)   

 Those who are inquiring about membership with 
SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about marriage at SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about the Christian way 
in general and its Lutheran expression. 

 Those who have been life-long members and 
would like to review and/or grow deeper in their 
understanding and practice. 

 Those who have been regular worship attendees 
and active participants in the life of the  
congregation but who haven't officially “joined” 
the congregation. 

 Those who are leaders of the congregation who 
are looking to engage others from the standpoint 
of their particular ministries both within and  
outside the congregation—i.e., serving in  
worship; Backpack Buddies; Women’s and Men’s 
ministries; etc. 

 Any and all who are looking to grow deeper in 
their understanding of the Christian faith and its 
accompanying practice. 

 YOU. 

WHAT DOES PATHFINDERS LOOK 
LIKE?  

”Pathfinders” is the general title for our preparation 
ministry. But that ministry is really divided into 3 
parallel and sometimes intersecting roads.  

 “WALKING WET” is the Pathfinders section for 
households preparing for baptism for their 
children. 

 “WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE” is the Pathfinders 
section for couples preparing for marriage.  

 “WALKING TOGETHER” is for individuals 
and households investigating or preparing 
for membership at SSLC, either through Re
-Affirmation of Baptism (for those who have 
been baptized) or through adult baptism (for 
those who have not yet been baptized).  

Each of these sections has its own brochure that 
describes them in a bit more detail. 

All three of these sections generally meet at the same 
time for a meal and evening  devotions.  

************************************** 

If you are planning a baptism… 

If you would like to explore membership 
with SSLC… 

If you are planning a wedding… 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A SPONSOR… 

If you have questions… 

CONTACT PASTOR MIKE  OR THE  
CHURCH OFFICE. 

 Upcoming dates:  January 4, 
January 11, 25,   2015 
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Parents of Small Children, 

ages 3 years and younger--

We want to thank you,  

commend you, and support 

you in having your children in worship! Children 

learn to worship by watching adults worship. We  

believe children belong in worship, and when they 

can be engaged by what's going on in worship, they 

show us how to worship freely and without  

inhibition! ("Bring the little children to me, and do 

not hinder them," Jesus said.)  

 

But we also want to offer you parents a break,  

because worship is also adult time.   We are trying 

to offer a staffed nursery every Sunday, especially 

for during the sermon time when there is less action 

going on up front. If you are willing and able to give 

a Sunday occasionally in the nursery, please  

contact Nikki Popplewell at  

nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com or at 763-516-1119. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOOD DRIVE  

FOR THE BECKER FOOD SHELF  

BEGINS JANUARY 4  

ENDS FEBRUARY 8 

 

SEE STUDENTS AND TEACHERS  

FOR  MORE INFORMATION 

Nursery Available for Younger Children 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS 

SING AT  WORSHIP 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8,  

AT 10:30 WORSHIP 

Upcoming Adult Growth Opportunities 

The change of 

the year brings 

with it  

resolutions to 

change, to be 

different, to get into shape, to lose weight, to save more 

money, etc. Here are some opportunities to add to your list 

of resolutions to grow as a disciple and follower of Jesus: 

Theology on Tap/Tavern Talk— 

Date & time:  TBA 

Place:  TBA 

This is still in planning stages, but the idea is for us to  

gather in a public setting (i.e., Bailey Rays, the Palmer 

House, the Nix, etc.) for study and learning. But the point 

isn’t just “to gather in a bar.” The point is, really, the  

possibility of connecting with others who might otherwise be 

hesitant about “church” or “churchy people.”   

Taking Faith Home— 

Dates & time:  Sundays during coffee hour, in between  

worship services & Wednedays during confirmation 

Place:  SSLC—fellowship area (Sundays) or the sanctuary 

(Wednesdays)  

It’s one thing to worship and “come to church.” But the in-

tended arena for the practice of our faith is “AT HOME,” 

where “home” is our daily, usual “stomping grounds”—i.e., 

work, home, school, places of leisure, etc. Every Sunday, we 

have an insert intended to help us do that called “Sharing 

God’s Story @ Home” and our Taking Faith Home session 

will be intended to practice that material so that we can 

take it home and try it on our own.   

Saturday Morning Men’s Group— 

Dates & time:   Saturdays, beginning January 10, 8 – 9 AM 

(Full breakfast served on the second  

Saturday of the month) 

Place:  SSLC kitchen   

Topic:  The Book of Revelation 

Millions of dollars have been made by “experts” who claim 

to have unlocked the secret of the book of Revelation. But is 

that what it’s all about? Is there something more…  

something better about this bizarre book than whether or 

not I will be left behind? Come and find out. (The answer is, 

“YES!”) 

mailto:nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com
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National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

Council elections    

are coming in January!   

    Please see Pastor Mike if  

    you are willing to serve  

    in this way. 

STEWARDSHIP GROUP   

will meet on Tuesday, January 20 

at 8 pm.  All are welcome! 

LONG RANGE  

PLANNING    

will meet on Sunday,  

January 4, at 9:15 am. Please join us! 

BECKER BUSINESS EXPO   

will be held at the Becker Fieldhouse 

and is a great way to reach out to the  

community.  Join us January 24, 2015, 

from 10 am - 2 pm.   If you are  

interested in helping with this, please 

contact Cheri Hendricks at 763/262-

3368 or the church office. 

RECYCLING TRAILER IS OPERATIONAL!  

FEEL FREE TO  DROP BAGGED  

ALUMINUM CANS  AT TRAILER.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

GIVING STATEMENTS   for 2014 

will be mailed during the month of 

January.   

CHRISTMAS CARDS - We will be  

collecting used cards for the Foley  

Nursing Home.  They re-use them to 

make new ones. Please leave them in 

the tote in the entry. 

 

 
ALL MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

 
We are putting together a Military and Service 
bulletin board to recognize these members and 
friends in their service for our country.  We 
would like to include all active and retired 
personnel from all branches of service, all law 
enforcement, and all firefighters. 
 
The information we are gathering are: Name, 
Rank, Dates of Service, Branch of Service, Where 
stationed or area. We would like to place a 4 inch 
by 6 inch photo along with the description of 
each person on these boards. 
 
Please contact Nikki Popplewell at 763-261-2334 
or email her at Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com for 

more information. 

LENT BEGINS WITH   

ASH WEDNESDAY 

services on February 18, 2015.   

Yes, that is a long way off but we 

are looking for people to share 

faith stories during worship and 

so we're putting the call out now.  Do you have a 

story to share about a time that God was  

particularly active in your life?  Do you have a  

miracle to share?  If you do, or you know someone 

from another church who does, please contact 

Pastor Mike.  

PRISCILLA BIBLE STUDY   meets the third  

Wednesday of each month at 9 am at the 

church.  Contact person is Carol Michaletz. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  meets every  

Tuesday morning at 10 am.   

All are welcome to join them! 

mailto:Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com
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NOT ONLY WATER, BUT WATER 

TOGETHER WITH GOD’S WORD & 

CHRIST’S COMMAND 

We Lutherans receive TWO sacraments in our observation and practice 

of faith and worship. Those sacraments are Baptism and Holy Communion. Within 

our worship services, these two are touchpoints wherein God promises to connect 

with us, not just in the spoken Word, but in tangible, experiential elements that seek 

to engage the whole human being, body, mind, and soul. 

Of course, in an area like ours that is also heavily influenced by a Roman  

Catholic presence, one might have a number of questions about “the Sacraments.” 

Why do we only have two while the Catholics have seven?  

What does the word  “Sacrament” mean anyway? 

Taking those questions in reverse order, the word Sacrament comes from the  

Latin word sacramentum, which has to do with “holy things”—the word is  

related to the word “sacred,” for example. But the word also is connected with a 

“sign” or a “significant transformative event.” Roman soldiers swore their  

induction oath as an allegiance to the army and the Empire as a sacred sign that 

they had left behind their old lives. So we might say that a sacrament is a sign of 

God’s love for us that means we have left an old way behind in favor of God’s  

presence and call in our lives. When I teach this to our young people  

preparing to receive communion for the first time, I tell them a Sacrament is  

an unmistakable visible sign of God’s love for us. 

As for the number of Sacraments (2 for us versus 7 for the Roman Catholics), the 

why and wherefore of that has to do with what it is that makes a sacrament “a  

sacrament” in the first place. In the Small Catechism, in answering the  

question, “What is Baptism?”, Luther wrote, “Baptism is not only water, but  

water used together with God’s Word together with Christ’s command.” What  

Luther settled on is that a Sacrament has 3 elements: (1) God’s Word—that is, it is 

found in Scripture; (2) Christ’s command—Jesus commands our participation in this 

ritual as we are apprehended by God’s love and grace; and (3) some physical stuff—

water, in the case of Baptism; bread and wine, in Holy Communion. That leaves us 

with two sacraments, differentiated from the seven in Roman Catholicism.  

For the Roman Catholic, marriage is considered a sacrament, and indeed, we hope 

and pray that marriage is a place where God’s love is unmistakably made known. (In 

fact, Luther wrote TONS about marriage as a place where God’s grace is made 

known.) But we also know that there is no guarantee of that. For some, marriage is 

anything BUT a place of love and grace, unfortunately.  

Similarly, while marriage is certainly in the Bible, there is no command by Jesus that 

we marry “so that” we know and experience God’s love. No where does Jesus say, 

as he does with Baptism and Holy Communion, “Do this so that you know my love.” 

And finally, there is no “organic” element, no earthy stuff that makes God’s love 

visible. We might think of the wedding ring, but that is an cultural tradition created 

by human beings. Every Lord’s Supper is marked with bread, a universal element 

across cultures. Not every marriage is necessarily marked with a ring. This is most 

certainly true.       

SSLC CHOIR 

Will practice on  

Sundays at 9:15 am, 

and sing at worship on 

one Sunday of each month at both 

services. All are welcome to join in  

praising God with our voices! 

CATECHISM CORNER 

This Is Most  

Certainly True: 

HALES FAMILY  

MEALS MINISTRY 

We are part of a group 

that is preparing and  

delivering meals to a family in our  

congregation, Ben and Sarah Hales.  

Ben has had a number of serious 

medical issues for the past few years, 

and is on the road to recovery.  If you 

are interested in helping with this, 

please go to their Care Calendar at 

www.carecalendar.org/v2/

calendar.php or call us at church. 

FRIENDSHIP  

BIBLE STUDY 

meets on the third 

Monday evening of each month at 7 

pm.  Contact person is Barb Marsh.  

OFFERING COUNT 

SERVING OPPORTUNITY 

Interested in helping to  

count offerings on a  

Sunday after services?  

Please contact Shelly in the  

church office. 

TABITHA BIBLE STUDY    

meets on the first Thursday 

of each month at 7 pm at 

the group member’s homes.   

Contact person is Kari Pancoast. 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 
Fund November Y-T-D 

General Fund giving $17,644 $198,033 

General Fund expenses $15,718 $209,964 

Difference $1,926 -$11,931 

Building Fund giving $4,427 $44,289 

Building Fund expenses $4,186 $54,936 

Difference $241 -$10,647 

Designated Fund giving $3,249 $56,576 

Designated Fund expenses $2,353 $48,379 

Difference $896 $8,197 

Grand Total Giving $25,320 $298,898 

Grand Total Expenses $22,257 $313,279 

Difference $3,063 -$14,381 

ATTEND-

ANCE 

1st/2nd 

service 

11/2 134 / 98 

11/9 64 / 91 

11/16 107 / 86 

11/23 115 / 71 

11/30 101 / 91 

General Fund $16,628 

Youth $135 

Building Mort Fund $4,326 

Coffee $73 

Noisy Offering  $196 

Backpack Buddies $195 

Savings Rebuilding $201 

Sunday School $56 

Women’s  Ministry $45 

Other Income $35 

TOTAL OFFERINGS $21,892 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
1/01  Ginny Lysdal 
1/01  Katelyn Uecker 
1/02  Bert Robb 
1/03  Chloe Spear 
1/03  Leah Koecheler 
1/04  Austin Howe 
1/05  Laura Niday 
1/05  Brant Rusin 
1/06  Amy Conard 
1/07  Michael Punton 
1/07  Racqel Barthel 
1/08  Nita Lerdahl 
1/08  Shelly Bluhm 
1/08  Carter Schuster 
1/09  Douglas Miner 
1/09  Lisa Salfer 
1/09  LeeAnn  
           Alickson 
1/11  Curtis Jarvi 
1/11  Marlee Louden 
1/13  Emily Lear 
1/14  Heidi Hansen 
1/14  Lillian Hales 
1/17  Nancy Alickson 
1/17  Jane Johnson 
1/18  Alberta Brown 
1/18  Christine  
           Bonnema 
1/18  Mitch  
           Bonnema 
1/18  Brooklyn  
           Schmidt 
1/19  Chuck Busch 
1/20  Colton Koenig 
1/20  Jan Dahlberg 

1/22  Dan Haus 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 
1/07  Eli & Kristin 
           Martin 

 
1/15  Brandon & Julie 
           Kent 
 
1/31 Mike & Jennifer  
          Koenig 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1/23  Kimberly 
           Schmidt 
1/23  Allison Stone 
1/23  Marcus  
           Ashmore 
1/26  Kim Graaf 
1/26  Joshua Hansen 
1/26  Ellie Gallus 
1/27  Jenn Bluhm 
1/28  Doc Bateson 
1/28  Kenny Howe 
1/28  Tyler Graaf 
1/29  MaLynda 
           Kramber 
1/29  Jayden Stanger 
1/29  Samantha  
           Mekeland 
1/30  Emily Gallus 
1/31  Jeremy Hallquist 
1/31  Noelle Swanson 

 
 
 
 

 

NOISY OFFERING 

Believe it or not, one 

small act does make 

a difference in the 

lives of many. 

    In 1982, a woman passing through the city 

of Foley found herself in a unique position -- 

in need of food and shelter. Eventually, she 

found assistance through a local church.  

Before the woman departed from the  

community, she proposed that the community 

initiate its own local food shelf. The idea  

became a reality, and a food shelf was 

opened in Foley. Today, after 30 plus years, 

the C.R.O.S.S. Center's outreach has  

established itself as a strong, viable resource 

in assisting individuals and families of Benton 

County who are experiencing short term  

financial difficulties. We will be supporting 

their mission with our Noisy Offering on  

January 25. 

 

ELCA World Hunger 

 

ELCA World Hunger 

responds to the 

root causes of  

hunger with work in 60 countries 

around the world, including the United 

States. Cornerstones of this work  

include hunger education, advocacy 

and projects focused on agriculture, 

livestock, water, health care and  

job training to help people lift them-

selves out of hunger and poverty for 

the long-term. 
We have chosen this as our Noisy 

Offering for February 22. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

Church Council Members 
President ● Rusty Lear ●rlear@legacyremod.com 

Vice President● Jessica Johnson ● 

jbrown1977@windstream.net 

Treasurer ● Carey Bowles ● manicstamper@zoom.net. 

Secretary● Joy Hurd ● joy.hurd1@gmail.com 

Member● Mark Swanson ● swanny@izoom.net 

Member● Kim Kampa ● kjkampa2@hotmail.com 

Member ●  Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Member ● Dani Priebe ● DaniNikki@sherbtel.net 

Member  ● Julie Jarvi ● jajarvi@midco.net 

Member  ● Frannie Bowles ● fbowles98@gmail.com  

Member  ● Hannah Lawrence ● hlawrence.mn@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs  
Board of Education ● Karla Zerwas    763-262-8077 

Building & Grounds ● Rich Alickson    763-856-2511 

Cemetery Board ● Bill Rogers    320-743-3031 

Family Service Group ● needed  

Head Ushers ● needed 

Historian ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040 

Librarian ● Rosalie Klinker    763-263-2540 

Money Counters ● needed 

Nominating Committee ● needed 

Pig Roast Committee ● Kim Kampa & Jessica Johnson 

Stewardship Comm. ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Worship & Music ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040              

Long Range Planning ● Jay Johnson  612-325-3968      

Youth Ministry ●  Jeremy Hallquist  612-201-6382 

Active Groups 
Altar Guild ● Sandy Empting  320-743-2626 

Befrienders Ministry ● Marlene Olson    320-743-2524 

Funeral Coordinator ● Church Office 

Graduate Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Men’s Bible Study ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734 

Mission Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Nursery Contact ●  needed 

Prayer Chain ● Carol Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ● Tammy Alickson 763-856-3320 

Relay for Life ● Donna Pozorski    763-856-8474 

Sharing Meals ● Dee Punton  320-743-3438 

Sunshine Committee ● Sandy Empting    320-743-2626 

                                    ● Barb Kydd    320-743-2924 

Women of SSLC ● Cheryl Ellingson  763-662-2224 

Faith Chests ● needed 

Backpack Buddies● Sara Gallus    763-262-1240  

Staff 
Pastor ● Mike Pancoast  ● sslcpastor@windstream.net 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries ● Jeremy Hallquist ● 

sslcjeremy@sherbtel.net 

Office Administrator ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcoffice@izoom.net 

Choir Director ● Heidi Hansen ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Musician● Heidi  Hansen  ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Bookkeeper ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcfinance@windstream.net 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

  

Our next meeting  

date is 

January 18, at 9:15 am 

Thank you to all the women who have helped 

make this ministry happen in 2014! 

Looking forward to more new faces in  

Women’s Ministry  in 2015! 

What would have happened if it had been  

the three Wise Women instead of  

three Wise Men? 

They would have asked directions….. 

 

Arrived on time…. 

 

Helped deliver the baby…. 

 

Cleaned the stable…. 

 

Brought practical gifts…. 

 

And made a casserole….. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Confirmation Schedule:  

**January 7:     6:30-8 pm 

**January 14:   6:30—8 pm 

**January 21:   NO YOUTH    MENTOR TRAINING 

**January 28:   6:30-8 pm 

**February 4:    6:30-8 pm 

**February 11:  6:30-8 pm 

**February 18:   ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

                             5:30 Soup Supper—7 pm worship 

**February 25:   Youth Soup Supper 5:30 pm 

                             Worship 7 pm 

The Messenger  

MISSION TRIP PAYMENT REMINDER: 
 

All mission trip deposits are expected to be in 

NOW.   We will be cashing the first check-  

deposit amount of $100 on January 7th. 

Please make sure all checks are in to the 

church office before that date. Students who 

have not turned in checks will not have their 

spaces reserved. We will be opening those 

spaces up to other people by January 7th.  

 

Our current policy is that all families pay the 

first deposit. This ensures a financial  

commitment and allows the  

congregation to cover the first deposit  

payment we have already made. If you have  

questions or need more information,  

please let Jeremy know.  

We are beginning our Fundraisers again! This year we are including our  
Pancake Breakfast in the line up. Come join us for breakfast. Bring an item 
and plan to work. Parents are allowed to sign up for these as well and will  
receive credit towards their student account for the help.  

We will be asking all families to pay a $10 total per person. (Adults  
participating in the trips should consider helping as well.)  

We will have 4 adult helpers and 12 students for each breakfast. Please plan 
to be there from start to finish on that day.  

DATES:   1/11/2015 (Sunday  7:30AM - 10:30AM) 
       2/8/2015 (Sunday 7:30 AM—10:30 AM) 

Faith Fest   

February 7-8, 

2015 
 

Faith Fest is a weekend  

retreat for 6th-8th  

graders hosted by  

students at Augustana college. This year’s 

theme is “Making a Masterpiece” and is based 

on Ephesians 2:10. This year’s musicians will 

be Lost and Found; with notably self described 

music style of Speedwood. Though you may 

not know the band they provide a comedic, 

rocking time with just a few instruments. 

Check them out on YouTube and hear some 

great high energy songs. Cost for this event is 

$70 per student and includes all you need for 

the weekend. REGISTRATION DEADLINE is  

December 31st. See Jeremy or Pastor Mike for 

more information.  
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2015 Summer Mission Trip: 

Please note that while we are posting the Mission Trip 

we are currently working on an adventure trip as well. 

These dates have not been confirmed due to the  

programs schedules have not been published as of date 

of this printing. 

Mission Osage Nation: June 21st-26th. (With Travel 

Days to be Added!) Open to students completing 5th 

Grade through 12th Grade.  Cost is to be determined.  

 

About Osage Nation: The hospitality we experience in 

Pawhuska is second to none. Community members will  

frequently stop crews working in the community to say 

"thank you" and offer a word of encouragement. One of 

the local pastors has been known to track crews down 

and offer them cold soda in appreciation. We are  

fortunate to partner with several local congregations in 

the community. Tom Boone & family ensure that our 

staff have everything they might need or want and have 

hot meals on the weekends. The people of Pawhuska 

are incredibly thankful for Youth Works being in their 

community.  

Many of them cannot believe they are the only site we 

have in Oklahoma. We have a partnership with the  

Indian Camp School to assist with summer school. It is a 

great way to engage with local community kids and help 

further education efforts made by the public schools. A 

small group of students will get to help with the Boys & 

Girls Club in town, in addition to potentially helping 

serve a community meal at the Catholic Church. We will 

also run a Kids Club for part of the summer, in addition 

to doing work projects around town.  

Evening activities include a historical highlight of  

important places in Pawhuska, a community softball 

game, a local church service and  

community cookout. 

PRAYER PARTNER CORNER 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

Caring Conversations: Have you ever started a  

project and looked at the way it develops? 

Watched as all the pieces come together and  

noticed how it was vastly different then when you 

started? What does it feel like to see a project 

from start to finish? How does God do those  

things in your life? 

 

 

Devotion and Prayer: Revelation 21:1-5.  We give 

you thanks this day for your many ways of making 

your people new. Remind us of the places you are 

continuously working in our lives and show us the 

ultimate finished product today. Amen. 

 

 

Ritual and Tradition: Consider making a new  

tradition in your home. Making a place where you 

can pray for, uplift, and encourage people this 

year. Send a note to remind people how much they 

are loved and how much God cares for them! 

 

 

Service: Find a way to build someone up today. 

Encourage their faith walk, and invite them to be  

a part of something special today. 

 

 

 



JANUARY 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    

 

1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

2 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

3 

Men’s Bible Study 8 am 
Graduate Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

4 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Long Range Planning 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

12th Night of Christmas  

3-5:30 pm 

5 

 

6 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

 

7 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

 

 

8 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

Tabitha 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

Jenn 

Bluhm  

home 

9 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

10 

Men’s Breakfast and 

Bible Study 8-9:30 am 
 

 

11 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Youth Pancake Breakfast  

9:30 am—10:30 am 

Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

12 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

Friendship 

Bible 

Study 

7 pm 

13 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

14 

 

 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

15 16 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

17 

Men’s Bible Study 8 am 

Mission Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

18 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Women of SSLC 9:15 am 

19 

 

 

20 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

21 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 

NO WORSHIP 

OR YOUTH 

MENTOR 

TRAINING 

22 23 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

24 

Men’s Bible Study 8 am 

Becker Expo 

10 am to 2 pm 

 

25 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

CONGREGATION 

ANNUAL MEETING 9:15 am 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MOVIE 

9:15 AM 

Noisy Offering-C.R.O.S.S. Ctr. 

26 27 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

28 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

29 

 

30 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

31 

Men’s Bible Study 8 am 

 



FEBRUARY 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Long Range Planning 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

2 3 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

4 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

 

5 

Tabitha 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

 

 

6 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

7 

Men’s Bible Study 8 am 

Graduate Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

 

Youth Faith Fest  

8 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School sings 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Youth Pancake Breakfast  

9:30 am—10:30 am 

Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

9 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

 

10 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

 

 

11 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

 

 

12 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

 

 

 

13 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

14 

Men’s Breakfast and 

Bible Study 8 am 

 

15 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

 

16 

 

17 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

 

 

18 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 
 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

5:30 Soup supper 

7 pm worship 

 

19 20 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

21 

Men’s Bible Study 8 am 

Mission Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

22 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

NOISY OFFERING-ELCA 

Good Gifts 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

23 

Friendship 

Bible 

Study 

7 pm 

 

 

24 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

25 

5:30 Soup supper 

7 pm worship 
 

26 27 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

28 

Men’s Bible Study 8 am 

 

 



South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Mike Pancoast 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  sslcoffice@izoom.net 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 
 

“Teaching the Word,  Reaching the World” 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Sundays at  8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday/Wednesday  

 

Office Hours   Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives 

through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming  

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ 

Jesus.  We practice this by engaging in cross-  

generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is  

revealed by God’s Word.  We do this by connecting with our 

congregation, the community and the world. 

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 

 

To all voting members of  South Santiago  

Lutheran Church: 

Notice is hereby given that the annual congregational meeting  

of the members of South Santiago Lutheran Church will be held on 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2015 - 9:15 am 

SOUTH SANTIAGO LUTHERAN  

CHURCH SANCTUARY 

Voting Members as defined in Constitution Chapter 8, Membership, C8.02.   

Voting members are confirmed members.  

Such members shall have communed and have made a  

contribution of record during the current or preceding year. 


