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Self-denial is a slippery discipline, especially at Lent, when 

Christians traditionally give up something they like to eat. 

Ages ago when believers gave up meat, eggs, and milk, they 

were suffering genuine hardship because they didn’t have 

many other options in their diet. 

Today, giving up a certain food is easy—there is always more to 

replace it. No meat, no problem. We’ve got fish and soy products, blender drinks, and protein bars. In addition, 

there is always the thought lurking in the back of my mind that if I cut back on food a bit I might lose a few pounds. 

There are other options for self-denial as we commemorate our Lord’s 40 days in the desert as He began His  

earthly ministry. To add to your commemoration of Lent, or to begin now or anytime, consider these disciplines that 

may not be as obvious as food, but can be quite difficult: 

We can give up our time. We can give up our free time and spend more time with Jesus, in His 

word, or serving others. This can be a genuine sacrifice, because for many today there is little 

free time.  Do acts of kindness for people, just because the opportunity's there; give them little 

tastes of God's love. 

We can give up control of our words to Jesus. This is hard for us because we want to speak first, 

to give our opinion. For Lent we can give up our words so we can listen carefully to others.   

We can give up feelings of resentment. Yes, living the Christian life is hard and few appreciate 

it, but no matter how difficult our day, our burdens are nothing compared to what Jesus bore  

for us.  Is there anyone in your life from whom you need to ask forgiveness or pursue  

reconciliation?  

Spend time alone with Jesus, as He did with His Father in the desert. Ask Him what He wants 

you to give up. Obey Him faithfully, in secret, and your Easter reward won’t only be a few lost 

pounds, but a closer walk with your Savior.  The hope is that prayerfully practicing something 

God leads us to add to our lives will benefit others and keep our focus on Christ,  

not on ourselves.  
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IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO  

SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST  

OR PRAYER CHAIN,  

PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MIKE. 

 

 

 

 

LENT BEGINS WITH   

ASH WEDNESDAY 

services on February 10. 

 We are looking for people to share faith  

stories during worship.  

Do you have a story to share about a time that God 

was particularly active in your life?   

Do you have a miracle to share?   

If you do, or you know someone from another church 

who does, please contact Pastor Mike.  

  

BIBLICAL BREW  

Come join us for fellowship; getting  

to know each other better; and  

growing together in practice and  

understanding as Biblical Brew  

resumes on the second and fourth  

Thursday evening of each month at 6:30 pm.  

Locations TBA. 

Refreshments of all kinds will be provided. Feel free 

to bring a snack of some kind to share. If you are in 

need of childcare, please contact the church office 

(763-662-2048 or sslcoffice@izoom.net) and we’ll 

make sure that is provided.    

CHURCH NEWS  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Kristie Thomas (Joyce Hauge’s friend), Carol Michaletz, John Mezera (Don Erickson’s friend), Robert Hollinder, 

Bob Munsterman (Walt Munsterman’s brother), Roger Page (Sarah Hales Dad), Steve Sandeen,   

Cinnamon Stanley (Melanie Mielke’s friend), Clifford Timm (Cheri Hendricks’ Dad), Darlene Jones (Garron Orton’s 

sister), Dennis Schuette, Marco Martinez (friend of Pastor Mike), Julie Jarvi, Donovan Brown (Alberta Brown’s 

son),  Laura Hamacher (friend of Jenn Bluhm), Barb Kydd, Jerry Nitske (friend of Kaas’), Craig Dahlberg,  

Marilyn Ruhoff (Donna Pozorski’s sister-in law),  Mary Anderson (Kaas’ friend), John O’Reilly (Dawn Drayna and 

Kristie Cencer’s uncle), Brian Minger (Amy Lear’s uncle), Gladys Hoff (Elwood Orton’s sister), Annette Bistodeau 

(Mark Bistodeau’s sister-in-law), Wanda  Gilyard (Daughter of Ron and Lavonne Gilyard), Dee Holt, Ben Hales, 

Clinton Cox, Rosemary Mortrud (Greg Hurd’s Mom),  Margaret  Heinen (Marianne Lindsey’s Mom). 

 

 

MILITARY PRAYERS:  Logan Gallus, Richard Buckalew, Blake Sandeen, Luke Nierengarten, Matthew Peabody,  

Adam Thom,  Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd, Ted Freese, Zac Heinen, Michael Jacobs, Jeremy Schuch,  

Brady Marxen,  Daniel Kydd, Derek Brown, Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  Derek Schleif,  Lindsey  Donelson,  

Adam Graning,  Ryan Munsterman, Larry  Hoffmann, Gidget Borst. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE? 

If you have dropped your landline, please 

contact the church office so that we can 

update our records with the newest contact  

information for your family. 
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National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

CHURCH NEWS  

RECYCLING TRAILER IS OPERATIONAL!  

FEEL FREE TO  DROP BAGGED  

ALUMINUM CANS  AT TRAILER.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Did You Know? 

We have a Meals Ministry  

program at SSLC! There have been a 

group of women who have been making 

and providing meals for members of our 

congregation when there is an illness, a health  

concern, or a need. If you would like to find out more 

and get connected contact Roberta Bistodeau or Dee 

Punton. You can either provide meals, storage dishes 

or cooking dishes for them to use for those families. 

You may bring gently used or new cookware to the 

church office. Please contact either Roberta or Dee if 

you would like to help make meals for families.  

BREAKFAST AND THE BIBLE 

My Neighbor’s Faith—Islam 

Formerly our Saturday morning men's breakfast,  

Breakfast and the Bible is open to anyone of any age 

looking to grow in knowledge, devotion, and fellowship. 

We begin at 8 AM sharp and our conversation ends at 

9 AM, leaving you nourished in body, mind, and spirit 

and with a full day to get things done. Breakfast is  

usually donuts, rolls, or coffee cake provided by  

volunteer participants. Pastor Mike occasionally cooks 

breakfast too. 

For our current topic, it is vital for us as followers of 

Jesus to have some basic understanding of Islamic 

ways, given the growing presence of Muslim people in 

our country and region. Our Bible has much to say 

about how we treat our fellow human beings, even and 

especially the immigrant or "alien stranger" in our 

midst. We do well to wrestle with the presence of the 

immigrant both in Scripture and especially in our midst. 

For more information, contact Pastor Mike; look for the 

study guide in our Information Center in the entry way 

of the church; or go to our webpage at 

www.sslcmn.org/breakfast--the-bible.html.  

 

ALL MILITARY FAMILIES  

AND FRIENDS 

We have a bulletin board to  

recognize those members and friends in their  

service for our country.   

We would like to include all active and retired  

personnel from all branches of service, all law  

enforcement, and all firefighters. 

 

The information we are gathering: Name, Rank, Dates 

of Service, Branch of Service, Where stationed or  

area.  We would like to place a 4 inch by 6 inch photo 

with the description of each person.  If you have  

photos and bios to be added to this board, please 

bring them to the church office. 

Hearts and Hands  

Ministry Team 

This is a group dedicated to looking for 

ways to serve in our local  

community for youth, adults, and to get involved in 

building a better community for our children. This group 

has taken on events like the “God’s Work; Our Hands” 

Sunday. They will also be finding ways to serve in  

simple ways.  
 

If you would like to connect with this group and build 

service into your family or faith journey please contact 

Jeremy. We are also looking for projects that we could 

take on throughout the year. If you have a neighbor that 

could use a blessing, or know of something that could 

be done feel free to contact Jeremy.  

http://www.sslcmn.org/breakfast--the-bible.html
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CHURCH NEWS  

COBORNS HAM CARDS  

We will be collecting ham cards  (full or partially 

full) for this Easter season to  

donate to the C.R.O.S.S. Center in  

Foley for families in need.  You can 

place them in the offering basket or 

in the office. 

FIRST COMMUNION  

CLASSES   will be held on 

March 6 and 13  

at 9:15 am, and also on  

March 9 and 16 at 5:30 pm.   

You will need to attend both classes on  

either Sundays or Wednesdays.  Students/

Parents interested in taking a class to further  

understand the communion practices of South 

Santiago Lutheran Church and the Lutheran 

Church are encouraged to attend. If you have  

already taken communion, please know that you 

can always learn about why we do what we do in 

our church.  This is open to students and families 

in 4th grade and up. (If your family has already  

taken communion at a younger age at  

another church and you believe your child is 

ready but want instruction please plan to attend.)  

First Communion blessing will be March 24,  

Maundy Thursday. Please contact Pastor  

Mike if you have any questions about the  

communion process. 

 

 

 

Labels for Education is a fun and easy program where 

families and members of the community work  

together to “Earn Free Stuff” for their school! 

By collecting UPCs and beverage/sauce caps from 

our many participating products and supplementing 

your earnings with our bonus offers, your school 

earns points that can be redeemed for Arts, Athletics, 

and Academics merchandise.  

 

We have a designated area to use for trimming and 

collecting Labels for Education in the narthex in front  

of the church mailboxes. 

Whenever you have some free time, whether in  

between services, or on Wednesday evenings, please 

feel free to help trim coupons for redemption  

to the program. 

Thank you for your help! 

PLACE OF HOPE  MINISTRIES 

HATS, MITTENS, JACKETS, 

 SNOWPANTS DRIVE 

Will be continuing through Sunday, March 20!   

You may bring new or gently used items to be  

donated to Place of Hope Ministries.   

All sizes of items are accepted. 

Thank you! 

 



*Buster Graning, Scott Ulsby,  Lester and  

Pat Krei for snow removal; 

*Rich and Scott Alickson for taking down the Christmas 

tree and changing light bulbs in the building; 

*Tim Gallus for adjusting and repairs on the  

worship projectors;  

*Rich Alickson for resupplying our sand/salt mix  

for the sidewalks;  

*Shelly Gilmore for making a prayer shawl; 

*Bill and Sandy Empting for donating and installing 

shelving in the kitchen storage room;  

*David Whitcomb for donating fabric and yarn to the 

Women’s Ministries;  

*Glen Kaas, Richard and Jeanette Harshman, Rich and 

Nancy Alickson, Marilyn Humble, and Sandy  

Empting for working at the Campbell funeral;  

*All families who brought gifts of food for the  

Campbell funeral;  

*Cheri Hendricks for coordinating our booth at the 

Becker Expo;  

*All families who volunteered to help at the Expo; 

*Donna Pozorski for donating paper cups and plates;  

*Sandy Cox for donating prayer shawl yarn;  

*All youth who helped label water bottles for the  

Becker Expo. 

THANK YOU TO: 
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SUNDAY 

SCHOOL NEWS 

SUNDAY  

SCHOOL  

STUDENTS 

SING AT  WORSHIP 

SUNDAY,  

FEBRUARY 14 

AT 10:30 WORSHIP 

 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

PALM SUNDAY 

AT 9:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

PARENTS  

NIGHT OUT 

is planned for  

Saturday,  

February 6, from  

5 pm to 9 pm,   

Games, snacks and 

fun for kids!   

Please make  

a reservation on the 

sign up sheet on the 

Sunday School  

bulletin board. 

All ages from infant 

through 4th grade  

are welcome! 

  

VACATION  

BIBLE  

SCHOOL 

Planning ahead for 

summer?  We will be 

having Vacation Bible 

School this year at the 

end of July/beginning  

of August.   

Watch for more details! 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Lent! It’s almost as early as it can start--Ash Wednesday is Wed., Feb. 10.  Our theme this year is "Practice 

Makes Present."  It is intended to help us focus on how we practice what we say we believe about God. More, there is a  

conviction expressed throughout the Bible that WHEN we practice our faith, we become better able to detect the sustaining 

presence of God.  

Questions we might have, then, might sound like this: WHAT do we practice? And HOW do we practice our faith? And HOW 

FREQUENTLY do we practice? To which I would reply, well…think in these terms: 

What is required to mold a football team into back-to-back state champions? What skills do they need to learn? What plays 

do they need to memorize? And does that all begin THAT FALL at the first day of practice? 

OR 

Remember when your child(ren) brought home that horn for the first time? What did it sound like? What does a musician 

need to learn in order to be a part of an excellent band or orchestra or choir? Is that a quick process? 

OR 

What does it take for a dancer to move from those first awkward and hesitant experiences to being able to dance as a team? 

What steps (literally) are involved? 

So this Lent, we will be exploring what it looks like, what it feels like, what is needed to move from Point A to Point B in terms 

of practicing the faith—not just when we’re AT CHURCH, but especially when we’re NOT. Moses teaches the Children of Israel 

as they’re wandering through the wilderness, “Teach your children about God’s action, mercy, and presence, when you’re 

awake and when you’re going to sleep, when you’re at home and when you’re not at home. Make these things a part of your 

house and even a part of your very body” (Deut. 6:4-9). That’s our aim this Lent: practicing our faith, that we become that 

much more aware of God’s loving presence in this world.  

SO. HOW WILL WE DO THAT?  

There will be several resources at your disposal.  

Practice Makes Present Devotional Book—You will be offered a devotional booklet that will guide you in a weekly sort of way 

some of the practices that have historically accompanied Christian faith. Those practices that we’ll be focusing on are: 

(1) Reading the Bible; (2) Praying; (3) Talking about God; (4) Serving others; and (5) Sharing materially what we’ve been 

given. Each week of Lent will invite you into practicing these things, with an eye toward seeing where and how God might 

be present for you and for the people with whom you share life. 

Faith Stories During Wednesday Night Worship—(Our full Lenten schedule, including our Soup Suppers, can be found  

elsewhere in this newsletter.) This is an incredibly vibrant practice and tradition of our congregation, but we are still look-

ing for those stories. The stories that we’re looking for, of course, will orbit those 5 practices listed above. If you have one 

of those stories you’d be willing to share about your life… Or if you know someone else in your life who has a story like 

that to share (even if he/she is not a member of SSLC), PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MIKE, JEREMY, OR SHELLY IN THE 

CHURCH OFFICE. Some suggested story themes and possible accompanying Scriptures...to get you thinking: 

Reading the Bible: A story about a time when the Bible (or a Bible story) mattered in your life—perhaps even simply “My 

Favorite Bible Story Is…Because…”. 
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Pastor Mike’s Weekly Schedule 

Mondays:   Day Off 

Tuesdays: 9 AM – 3 PM 

Wednesdays: 9 AM – 4 PM 

  Note: We meet as a staff from around 10 -11:30 AM. 

Thursdays: 9 AM – 3 PM 

Fridays:  All day—Visitation Day. Pastor Mike is not in the office at all. 

Saturdays: As needed. 

 

Please note: 

These hours just reflect posted office hours. They do not reflect evening meetings, hospital visits, confidential  

pastoral care, etc.  

These hours will flex with personal family needs (i.e., school programs, etc.); conference, synod, or other outside board  

meetings (i.e., Lutheran Campus Ministry at St. Cloud); and other as-needed daily and weekly interruptions where  

ministry happens. 

If you call or come to the office looking for Pastor Mike, and he’s not available, please leave word with the staff that you are 

looking for him. He will get in touch with you and return your message ASAP. 

You can also contact him any time by cell (763-333-4499, call or text); by email (pastorsouthsantiago@gmail.com); or by  

Facebook private message (Mike Pancoast).  

Prayer:  A story about a time when your prayers mattered in your or someone else’s life… a story about a time when  

others’ prayers for you matter—like when Jesus prays for the crowd about to see him raise Lazarus from the dead in 

John 11:38-44. 

Talking about God:  A story about a time when a conversation about faith mattered and helped you become aware of 

God’s presence in your life—like when the conversation on the road to Emmaus caused the two disciples hearts to 

burn within them as Jesus (unbeknownst to them) opened the Scriptures to them in Luke 24:13-35. 

Serving others: A story about a time when serving others mattered and helped you become aware of God’s presence in 

your life… or a story when someone’s service to you did that—like when a paralyzed man’s friends served him by 

bringing him into the healing presence of Jesus in Mark 2:1-2. 

Sharing: A story about a time when sharing materially mattered and helped you become aware of God’s presence in your 

life… or a story when someone shared with you in a extravagant and generous way—like when the boy shared his 

entire, humble lunch so that Jesus could feed the whole massive crowd gathered to hear him preach in John 6:1-15. 

Please note: these are just suggestive stories, themes, and texts. At this point, all scheduled Wednesday services are  

       available—February 17, 24, March 2, 9, and 16. 

Virtual Book Study—Last year, a handful of us participated in a book study and discipline on prayer. We would read the daily 

material and post on a private Facebook page, specifically set-up for that. We will try that again this year with a book 

about faith practices called Frogs Without Legs Can’t Hear, by David W. Anderson and Paul Hill (Augsburg, 2003). I have 

3 copies, free to whomever, first come, first serve. It is also widely available across usual internet book providers. Please 

let me know if you are interested in being a part of this study, OR if you would like to actually meet as a weekly book 

group—live and in the flesh—over the course of Lent. 

 

Make God bless you and keep you in your Lenten disciplines this season, making the love and presence of Jesus known to 

you and to all with whom you come into contact.  

See you in worship!—Pastor Mike 

  

 

mailto:pastorsouthsantiago@gmail.com


FEBRUARY FAMILY SERVICE GROUP 

  Feb 7 Feb 7 Feb 14 Feb 14 Feb 21 Feb 21 Feb 28 Feb 28 

  8 AM 10:30 AM 8 AM 10:30 AM 8 AM 10:30 AM 8 am 10:30 AM 

READERS  Mateyka Busch J. Olson  J. Olson  Mateyka 

HEAD USHER  S. Alickson  S. Alickson  S. Alickson  S. Alickson 

USHERS        
Niday, 
Mateyka 

GREETERS    Baldry  K. Jensen   

KITCHEN HELP        Niday 

GOODIES   J. Johnson    J. Johnson Niday 

BASKET  
HOLDER  J. Mateyka      J. Mateyka 

COMMUNION 
SRVS  

K & O  
Mateyka  J. Olson  J. Olson  

K & O  
Mateyka 

ACOLYTE         

MONEY  
COUNTERS  

Gilyard, 
Swanson  

Gilyard, 
Swanson  

Gilyard, 
Swanson  

Gilyard, 
Swanson 

PROJECTION         

ALTAR GUILD 
Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Kooiker, 
Suckert 

Is February YOUR family’s 

month to help for worship? 

We have 25 families in our 

group and 8 worship  

services in February.    

If every family helps out just once,  

every job should be filled with ease.   

It would be awesome to come to church every 

Sunday in February and see every spot filled 

in.  Please consider making this small  

commitment to help our church run smoothly on 

Sundays. We understand everyone is busy, so if 

you can’t help out this month please consider 

filling in a spot during another month that works 

better for your schedule. You can email the 

church, sign in on the schedule in the narthex, 

or sign up on our website: www.sslcmn.org  

under the stewardship tab.  Thanks! 
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Parents of Small Children, ages 3 years and younger-- 

We want to thank you, commend you, and support you in  

having your children in worship! Children learn to worship by 

watching adults worship. We believe children belong in  

worship, and when they can be engaged by what's going on  

in worship, they show us how to worship freely and without 

inhibition! ("Bring the little children to me, and do not  

hinder them," Jesus said.)  

 

But we also want to offer you parents a break, because  

worship is also adult time.   We are trying to offer a staffed 

nursery every Sunday, especially for during the sermon time 

when there is less action going on up front. If you are willing 

and able to give a Sunday occasionally in the nursery,  

please contact Pastor Mike or the church office. 

Nursery Available for  

Younger Children 
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YOUTH NEWS 

A Note About Lent:  

Each year parents ask us about their  

student’s role during the season of Lent.  

Are they required to attend?  

Is there any expectation of them participating etc.  

How will you know they are there?  

The answer to all of those questions is yes. Lent is a great time to 

learn, and grow together in faith and community. We do that by  

engaging the mission and ministry of the church by “being” the church 

during this season. You are invited to be a part of that.  

Students are asked to step out of their comfort zones and help to lead 

worship during this time. We ask them to be brave, be uncomfortable, 

and walk a path with us all during Lent. If your child is deeply  

uncomfortable with a task, consider asking them to give it a try. Maybe 

you, as a parent, would be willing to aid in the process of doing  

something new. Who knows, we all might step into new places and 

roles in ministry. We ask that students check in with their mentors 

each week, and share something about their week. They are  

invited to share a high and low, or a blessing in their week. Maybe this 

is a chance for you to get to know their mentor! Consider Lent a journey 

together, and take an opportunity to be stretched.  

You are all welcome here! 

February: 

February 3rd: Worship 6:30 pm- Youth Program Follows 

February 7th: Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser: 8:30 am arrival 

February 10th: 7 pm Ash Wednesday worship Youth required to attend  

February 17th: 7 pm Lenten worship-Youth required to attend 

February 24th: 7 pm Lenten worship-Youth required to attend 

MISSION 

TRIP  

FAMILIES:  

A reminder to please check the 

 Mission Trip Fundraisers link 

at http://www.sslcmn.org/youth-

fundraisers.html for all the  

fundraisers. They are listed there for 

you to view/sign up. If you have  

questions please contact Jeremy.  

 

Also, deposits not paid as of today's 

date have been cancelled for the 

2016 trip. Due to the large number 

of spaces we will not be able to hold 

spots not claimed. If you haven't 

paid a deposit and still wish to go 

please contact Jeremy ASAP to  

re-reserve the spaces. Next mission 

trip payment will be due March 

15th, for $100. 

Soup Suppers:  

Youth will be serving soup on Feb.17 

and Feb. 24. Please plan to have your 

items here at church by 4:30 pm. If you 

cannot be here by then please let  

Jeremy know and we can arrange a 

time for you to drop it off earlier.  

Sign up to share food for these suppers 

at:     http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth2 

Or    http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth 

April: 

April 3rd:  Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser: 8:30 am arrival 

April 6th:  Worship 6:30 pm- Youth Program Follows 

April 13th:  Worship 6:30 pm- Youth Program Follows 

April 20th:  Worship 6:30 pm- Youth Program Follows 

April 27th:  End of Year Party 

March: 

March 2nd: 7 pm Lenten worship-Youth required to attend 

March 9: 7 pm Lenten worship-Youth required to attend 

March 6th: Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser: 8:30 am arrival 

March 16th: 7 pm Lenten worship-Youth required to attend 

March 23rd: No Wednesday worship or youth 

March 30th: Worship 6:30 pm- Youth Program Follows 

http://www.sslcmn.org/youth-fundraisers.html
http://www.sslcmn.org/youth-fundraisers.html
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a4a922a6fa7-youth2


Page 10 The Messenger  

COUNCIL MINUTES, JANUARY 2015 

This past summer, I was asked by the Executive Board of the Council and the Mutual Ministry  

Committee to present some goals for the up-coming (2016) year. What follows, in no particular order 

of priority, are a couple of goals for this year, with this caveat: These goals are not necessarily “MY” goals, as much as 

they are goals that I, as pastor, (a) believe would benefit the overall mission and ministry of our congregation and (b) 

flow out of our stated mission and values/purposes.  

 

Here’s the deal: these aren’t goals that I can accomplish on my own. Nor does it make much sense to me to have 

“personal goals” unconnected to the mission/ministry of the congregation.  

With that in mind, those goals are: 

 

To be able to work with a fully functioning council, aware of and integrated with the congregation’s daily/weekly/

monthly/overall ministry. 

 

Grow Our Identifiable Ministry of Faith Formation/Practice in our households—I want to identify a specific number of 

households—6? 8? 12?—of all ages and all make-ups, elicit a commitment from them to try to practice as-daily-a-

devotion-as-they-can-possibly muster and have those households be able to identify, by year’s end, how their faith/

practice has grown, what they have learned, etc.  

 

Fellowship—Our congregation is divided in a couple of different ways: generationally; Wednesday worship; 8 AM  

Sunday worship; 10:30 Sunday worship; etc. Fellowship events could be some important ways of intentionally  

mixing and crossing boundaries. Two specific ways to do this that I have in mind are… 

(a) Monthly Dinner Groups; and  

(b) Quarterly All-Congregation Events.  

 

Bible Camp—We are not officially listed as part of any of our Bible Camps, though we have families who, on their own, 

have been connected with camps beyond our ELCA umbrella. It will be beneficial to the life of our congregation  

and the life of the at-large Church for us grow a camp ministry. (To begin with, something like 80%  

of the ELCA’s pastors have discerned the call to ministry through participation in the ELCA’s outdoor  

ministry programs.)  

 

Nursery/Hospitality to Young Families—See previous reports. 

 

Church Technology—(a) an App (or something comparable) and (b) a Curriculum Builder  

 

If you are able to be a part of formulating a pathway toward accomplishing any of these goals, please speak with me. 

 

There was a council meeting in January, however, there were no minutes submitted on a timely 

basis for the newsletter.  In lieu of minutes, here are some comments from Pastor Mike: 



 

        
PATHFINDERS 2.0   HAS STARTED! 

 
 
 

INTERESTED IN JOINING SSLC? 
NOT SURE BUT WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 
ALREADY A MEMBER AND WANT TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT THE BIBLE,  
CHRISTIANITY, AND ITS  
LUTHERAN EXPRESSION? 

 
Pathfinders is our renewal and preparation learning, 

growth, and discipleship ministry. 

It is for anyone preparing for baptism,  
membership, and/or marriage at SSLC. 

But it is also for anyone who wants to learn more, to 
be renewed both in knowledge and practice. 

If this describes you, a friend, or a family member in 
any way, please be in touch with Pastor Mike.  
Or, check out our webpage on Pathfinders at 

www.sslcmn.org/pathfinders.html.  
THIS YEAR, WE WILL BE ADDING A  

COMPONENT OF “SPONSORSHIP” FOR OUR 
NEW MEMBER PATHFINDERS. This means we 
will need current members to be those shepherds. 
This might include attending Pathfinders with your 
new members; connecting with them socially apart 

from church;  
holding them in prayer; and just generally being a  

familiar face to them at the church. If this could be 
you, please contact Pastor Mike. This could be a 
really, really rewarding mission and ministry for you!  
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DID YOU KNOW…..? 

 

**Our group’s new booklet is  

updated for 2016.   

Please pick up a copy in the church entry.  

  

**We also have a separate email group for all 

women.  If you are not receiving emails from  

this group, please contact the church office to  

add your address. 

 

 

Our next meeting will be 

Sunday, April 3, at 9:15 am 

in the library,  

All are welcome! 

WOMEN OF SSLC 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

On Sunday, May 1, at 3 pm, our 

group will be attending the play 

“Late Night Catechism,  

Las Vegas” at the Paramount  

Theatre in St. Cloud. 

Ticket prices are $26 per person, with a reduced 

rate for a larger group.  So the more the merrier, 

and cheaper! 

Please RSVP to Roberta Bistodeau or Tammy  

Alickson by February 14 to insure our group can be 

seated together at the show. 

They will be meeting for lunch at 12:30 pm prior to 

the show time, at a location TBA. 

 

http://www.sslcmn.org/pathfinders.html


CHURCH COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

Church Council Members 
President ● Joy Hurd ● joy.hurd1@gmail.com 

Vice President ● Kelly Bergman● kellybergman10@gmail.com  

Treasurer ● Carey Bowles ● manicstamper@zoom.net. 

Secretary● Mark Swanson ● swanny@izoom.net 

Member● Todd Drayna● tdkk1996@yahoo.com  

Member● Luke Bluhm● ljbluhm@hotmail.com 

Member ●  Dani Priebe ● DaniNikki@sherbtel.net 

Member ● Frannie Bowles ● fbowles98@gmail.com  

Member  ● Melody Swanson 

Member  ●  needed 

Member  ●   needed 

Committee Chairs  
Board of Education ● Karla Zerwas    763-262-8077 

Building & Grounds ● Rich Alickson    763-856-2511 

Cemetery Board ● Bill Rogers    320-743-3031 

Family Service Group ● needed  

Head Ushers ● needed 

Historian ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040 

Librarian ● Rosalie Klinker    763-263-2540 

Money Counters ● needed 

Nominating Committee ● needed 

Pig Roast Committee ●  needed 

Stewardship Committee ●  needed 

Worship & Music ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040              

Long Range Planning ● needed     

Youth Ministry ●  Jeremy Hallquist  612-201-6382 

Active Groups 
Altar Guild ● Sandy Empting  320-743-2626 

Befrienders Ministry ● Marlene Olson    320-743-2524 

Funeral Coordinator ● Church Office 

Graduate Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Men’s Bible Study ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734 

Mission Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Nursery Contact ●  needed 

Prayer Chain ● Carol Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ● Tammy Alickson 763-856-3320 

Relay for Life ● Donna Pozorski    763-856-8474 

Sharing Meals ● Dee Punton  320-743-3438 

Sunshine Committee ● Sandy Empting    320-743-2626 

                                    ●  

Women of SSLC ● Cheryl Ellingson  763-662-2224 

Faith Chests ● needed 

Backpack Buddies● Sara Gallus    763-262-1240  

Staff 
Pastor ● Mike Pancoast  ● pastorsouthsantiago@gmail.com 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries ● Jeremy Hallquist ● 

sslcjeremy@gmail.com 

Office Administrator ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcoffice@izoom.net 

Choir Director ● Heidi Hansen ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Musician● Heidi  Hansen  ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Bookkeeper ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcfinance@windstream.net 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 
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Please complete a 

Unified  

Communication Form 

to submit to the 

church office.  It will help us to 

publicize your event in the  

bulletin, newsletter, website, 

etc.  You can find this  

form on our website in the  

column below the weekly  

bulletin and newsletters, and 

blank forms in the church  

office.  Thank you! 

PLANNING AN EVENT AT SSLC?   

 

 

 

February Noisy  

Offering:   

HOGS AND KISSES GRAM 

The purchase of an ELCA Good 

Gifts gram helps provide families 

in need with fruit-tree seedlings,  

honeybees, pigs and other  

animals, and the resources they 

need to escape hunger and  

poverty for good. These grams are 

a special way to celebrate the 

holiday while giving back to ELCA 

World Hunger.  

March Noisy Offering: 

PLACE OF HOPE 

Many people and families lives 

have been broken and  

fragmented.  Drug and Alcohol 

addiction, abuse, homelessness, 

and life controlling problems have 

taken their toll.  Jesus Christ can 

bring hope to rebuild, repair, and 

restore lives. 

Isaiah 58  "Isn't this the fast...to 

feed those who are hungry, clothe 

those who are naked, and shelter 

the wanderer...those from among 

you shall rebuild the old waste 

places; You shall raise up the 

foundations of many generations; 

and you shall be called the repair-

er of the breach, the restorer of 

streets to dwell in." 

Our vision is RESTORATION.   

Our mission is BRINGING HOPE. 

NOISY 

OFFERINGS  

COMING UP 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 

Fund December Y-T-D 

 Total Income* $53,761 $360,893 

 Total Expenses $32,592 $330,346 

Difference $21,170 $30,547 

ATTEN 

DANCE 

1st/2nd  

service 

12/6 104 / 102 

12/13 96 / 78  

12/20 306 

12/24 278/128/ 

37 

12/27 67 

General Fund $38,594 

Youth $604 

Building Fund $7,232 

Coffee $78 

Backpack Buddies $110 

Sunday School $199 

Noisy Offering $100 

Women’s Ministry $20 

Other Income $440 

TOTAL OFFERINGS $47,377 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

01  Ken Arneson 
01  Tammy Alickson 
01  Braden Koenig 
01  Makenzie  
       Anderson 
02  Roger Niday 
03  Kyle Whitcomb 
04  Bernard Graning 
06  Tony Bergman 
06  Alicia Van Lith 
06  Sophia Van Lith 
06  Evelyn  
       Cameron-Olson 
07  Marty Lysdal 
07  Jan Ulsby 
08  Jeffry Louden 
09  Cole Haus 
10  Bruce Bursch 
10  Becky Bursch 
10  Amity Hickman 
10  Logan Hunter 
10  Lisa Miner 
12  Ashley Graaf 
12  Curtis Jacobsen 
12  Carol Michaletz 
12  Brenda Stang 
13  Todd Drayna 
13  Don Erickson 
14  Cole Barringer 
14  Jacob Kydd 
15  Dan Andren 
16  Dani Priebe 
16  Zach  
       Olson- Burkman 
 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1  Barry & Pam McCalla  

 

3  Ron & Lavonne Gilyard  
  

13  Wayne & Heidi Bachler   

 

15  Ryan & Julie Johnson     

 

16  Lester & Pat Krei 

 

22  Craig & Beth Kendall  

 

 

 

 

16  Brooklyn  
       Whitcomb 
17  Lauren Tople 
18  Rachel Person 
18  Sherry Wynkoop 
18  Kallyne Harren 
19  Mitchell Miner 
20  Emily Bergsten 
21  Jessica Ellingson 
21  Nikki Priebe 
21  Lucille Schuette 
21  Erika Miner 
21  Thomas Bader 
22  Makenna Zerwas 
22  Kyle Punton 
24  Anna Pancoast 
25  Brandon Jensen 
27  Judith Peterson 
27  August Olson 
28  Ruth Thom 
29   Kay Loven 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIMPLY GIVING  

ENROLLMENT 

 

Churches have obligations 

just like families and  

businesses. When church 

members agree to an  

automatic payment  

arrangement, we can better 

budget our income because 

we know how much is  

coming and when. And if you 

leave town and miss worship, 

your giving and promised  

contributions are taken care 

of for you automatically  

so you don’t have to worry 

about it.  

Visit the website: 

www.sslcmn.com or email 

sslcfinance@windstream.net,  

or the church office if you are  

interested in 

Simply Giving. 

DECEMBER OFFERINGS 

*Total Income combines all Offerings PLUS any 

other income we have received for the month. 



FEBRUARY 2016 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

 

 

2 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

 

3 

Worship 6:30 pm 

Youth to follow 

 

4 

 

 

5 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6 

Breakfast & 

the Bible 8 am 

Graduate  

Quilting 9 am 

Parents Night 

Out 5-9 pm 

 

7 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 AM 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School  9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Youth Pancake Breakfast  

9:15 am 

Pathfinders 9:15 am 

8 

 

9 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Youth Board 

6 pm 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

10 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

WORSHIP 

5:30 Soup Supper 

7 pm Worship 

11 

Biblical Brew  

6:30 pm  

Esther Bible 

Study  

7 pm 

12 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

13 

Breakfast & 

the Bible 8 am 

 

14 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 AM 

Sunday School Sings at 10:30 

Sunday School  9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

15 16 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

 

17 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 

Lenten Worship 

5:30 Soup Supper 

7 pm Worship 

 

 

18 

 

19 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

20 

Breakfast & 

the Bible 8 am 

Mission 

Quilting 9 am 

 

 

21 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School  9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

22 

Friendship 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

23 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

24 

Lenten Worship 

5:30 Soup Supper 

7 pm Worship 

 

 

25 

Biblical Brew  

6:30 pm  

26 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 

Breakfast & 

the Bible 8 am 

28 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 AM 

NOISY OFFERING 

Sunday School  9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

29      



MARCH 2016 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  

 

 

1 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Altar Guild 

meets 6:30 pm 

Education Board 

7 pm 

2 

Lenten Worship 
5:30 Soup Supper 

7 pm Worship 
 

 

3 

 

4 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5 

Breakfast & 

the Bible 8 am 

Graduate  

Quilting 9 am 

 

6 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 AM 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School  9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Youth Pancake Breakfast  

9:15 am 

Pathfinders 9:15 am 

First Communion Class 9:15 am 

7 

 

8 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Youth Board 

6 pm 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

9 

First Communion 

Class 5:30 pm 

 

Lenten Worship 

5:30 Soup Supper 

7 pm Worship 

10 

Biblical Brew  

6:30 pm  

Esther Bible 

Study  

7 pm 

11 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

12 

Breakfast & 

the Bible 8 am 

 

13 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 AM 

Sunday School  9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

First Communion Class 9:15 am 

Pathfinders 5 pm 

14 15 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

 

16 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 

 

First Communion 

Class 5:30 pm 

Lenten Worship 

5:30 Soup Supper 

7 pm Worship 

17 

 

18 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

19 

Breakfast & 

the Bible 8 am 

Mission 

Quilting 9 am 

 

 

20  PALM SUNDAY 

Worship at 9:30 AM 

Sunday School sings 

Clothing Drive Ends 

 

21 

Friendship 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

22 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

23 

 

 

 

24 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

WORSHIP 

7 PM 

25 

GOOD  

FRIDAY 

WORSHIP 

7 PM 

26 

 

27  EASTER SUNDAY 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 AM 

NOISY OFFERING 

28 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

29 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

30 

Worship 6:30 pm 

Youth to follow 

31 

Biblical Brew  

6:30 pm  

  



South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Mike Pancoast 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  sslcoffice@izoom.net 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 
 

“Teaching the Word,  Reaching the World” 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Sundays at  8 am & 10:30 am 

  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday/Wednesday  

 

Office Hours   Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives 

through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming  

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ 

Jesus.  We practice this by engaging in cross-  

generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is  

revealed by God’s Word.  We do this by connecting with our 

congregation, the community and the world. 

February 10:   Soup supper at 5:30 p.m.,   Worship at 7 p.m. 

February 17:   Soup supper at 5:30 p.m.,   Worship at 7 pm 

February 24:   Soup supper at 5:30 p.m.,   Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 2:   Soup supper at 5:30 p.m.,   Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 9:   Soup supper at 5:30 p.m.,   Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 16:   Soup supper at 5:30 p.m.,   Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 20:   Palm Sunday   Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Choir Cantata,  

Sunday School sings, Coat Collection for families in need ends 

March 24:   Maundy Thursday   Worship at 7 p.m.   First Communion served 

March 25:   Good Friday   Worship at 7 p.m. 

March 27:   Easter Sunday    Worship at 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

LENTEN AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 


