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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2017 

 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

*NOVEMBER 26,    DECEMBER 3,    DECEMBER 10   ñ9 AM WORSHIP 

 

*DECEMBER 17   ñ  9 AM WORSHIP WITH CHOIR CANTATA 

                                                         2 PM    òIõLL BE GONE FOR CHRISTMASó WORSHIP   

                                             AND KINGDOM KIDS PAGEANT 

JOIN US FOR A òPRE CHRISTMASó CELEBRATION OF SINGING AND  STORIES! 

 

DECEMBER 24ñ9 AM , 3 PM , 4:30 PM ,  8 PM WORSHIP 

 

ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WILL INCLUDE TIME FOR   

òPAPER CHAINS FOR PRAYERS, PRAISE  AND THANKSó 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

We invite you to consider  

sharing the beauty of a Poinsettia 

in remembrance of a loved one or  

to celebrate something wonderful that the 

Lord has done in your life.  

We will have flowers available for $10 each 

beginning on Dec. 3   Please contact Shelly in 

the church office to reserve one.  

WOMEN OF SSLC 

Our annual Christmas party will be at 

Bailey Rayõs in Santiago on Thursday, 

December 7, at 6 pm (5:30 social hour if you 

choose). Bring a pair of socks for the sock  

exchange if you wish.  Please make a  

reservation on the sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board or to the church office.  If you will need a 

ride, please also make a note of that. 

ADVENT CRAFT  

FAIR DAY 

 Sunday, December 3 

Immediately after worship, Kingdom 

Kids will have Christmas program 

practice with story time.  Advent craft 

stations will be following with a lunch 

after.  All are welcome! 

We are looking for people to share a 

craft, or would like to help with a 

craft. Contact Roberta Bistodeau   

at 320-250-8073 or  

call the church office. 

GIVING TREE FAMILIES 

Thank you to all families who 

have taken a gift tag from the 

tree to give a gift. 

Please bring these gifts with their  

colored tag to church by  

Sunday, December 10. 
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CHURCH NEWS  

Relay for Life team will be 

taking orders for  

Christmas cookie trays on  

December 3 and 10.  Delivery of trays will 

be on Sunday, December 17, at  

9 am worship.  There will also be a few trays 

to purchase on that day.   If needed, please 

contact Donna Pozorski for alternate  

delivery times on the 17th. 

Lange Board & Room,   

Friday, December 8, 

at 1 pm. 

Please join us in celebrating Christmas with 

the residents of the Lange Board & Room!    

If you are able to attend, please contact 

Dee Punton at 612-719-2344. 

All gifts will need to be at SSLC by Tuesday, 

December 5, at 9 am.  

Hereõs a great idea-Invite your 

friends to church this  

Christmas season! 

or 4 REASONS why I should bother to pray, ask, and remind 

people to come when Iõd rather just relax and sit around 

munching sugar cookies. 

1. Life is scary 

The economy, war, terrorism, ill healthñthere is a lot to be afraid of 

in our world today. But those who have met the One who calms 

storms, know that though the journey might be challenging, we are 

ultimately promised a safe harbor. Invite your friends to meet  

Jesus, the only reliable guide through scary times. 

2. People are lonely 

Lies, abandonment, abuse, disappointmentñno matter how  

wonderful the person or relationship, there are times when the best 

of human companionship will disappoint.  Thatõs because, as St. 

Augustine said, we all have a God-shaped place inside that only 

Jesus can fill. Invite your friends to meet Jesus, the only person 

whose love will never fail through all of life, death, and into eternity. 

3. Everyone needs a purpose 

As a former Watergate conspirator said, many folks live their lives 

climbing the ladder of success only to realize it was leaning against 

the wrong wall. Jesusõ resurrection provides us with the power to 

live lives of significant purpose and to discern between true and 

false success. Invite your friends to discover Jesus, the only  

compass to guide you to a life of genuine, meaningful purpose. 

4. Weõre all going to live forever 

Most folks today believe that and the Bible agrees. The question is, 

if you are going to live forever, what neighborhood will you live in? 

Jesus promises that for those who believe in Him they will live in an 

eternal neighborhood of light, joy, purpose, and companionship 

with loved ones. But Jesus wonõt force anyone to live in His  

neighborhood. Problem is, any place outside His source of light, joy,  

purpose, and companionship is an eternal place of darkness, pain, 

regret, and isolationñnot a neighborhood we want anyone to live in. 

Invite your friends to meet Jesus, so they can live forever in the 

neighborhood of joy. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

Will be at Faith Lutheran in Becker  

on Sunday, December 17, at 5 pm. 

Songs and scripture to offer a message of 

hope and life for all who mourn. 

Refreshments following worship. 

 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

Do you have a Youth Prayer 

Partner?  Now is an excellent time to send 

them a Christmas card with a note of  

encouragement over the holidays.   

Find your partnerõs name in the mailbox  

directory near the boxes. 
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CHURCH NEWS  

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE STUDY 
Will meet during the school year on the 

third Tuesday evening of the month at  

6:30 pm.   Please contact Barb Marsh for more information. 

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW  

CHURCH APP! 

We are excited to announce that 

South Santiago Lutheran  

recently acquired an app for the  

congregation. The app is available for download in the 

App Store and the Google Play Store. Search: South 

Santiago Clear Lake. Download the app and allow  

notifications. Whether you are a social media user or 

not you will be kept up to date on all the great things 

happening at South Santiago Lutheran. You can post 

prayers, see sermons, connect to all the church social 

media options, and even give online. If you have  

questions on how to use the app or would like help 

navigating the app connect with Jeremy or the office. 

We will also have a demo time in the coming weeks for 

people to explore the app and connect with others to 

answer your questions. Happy Connecting!  

Wednesday Evening  

Worship: 

You are invited to join us for  

worship on Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm. Wednesday 

nights are interactive, youth led, opportunities to  

worship, grow in faith, and walk together in  

conversation. We invite you to join us for a high energy 

worship experience that helps fit into busy lifestyles. 

Worship is typically about 30 minutes and is followed 

with small group break out sessions. If you have  

questions please connect with the office.  

Join Backpack Buddies at Grace  

Lutheran Church in Becker as we drop 

another kick to hunger's gut by packing 

13 weeks of food amounting to nearly 

1000 meals at our upcoming packing 

event.  There are two opportunities for contributing to 

the success of this event:  

 1)  Friday, December 8th at 4 pm - unload the trucks 

and set up the packing lines. 

 2)  Saturday, December 9th at 1 pm - pack the food. 

We look forward to connecting with many of you at 

this community-wide event.  Questions can be sent to 

Chris at cbefc@izoom.net. 

SSLC PIG ROAST  

FESTIVAL 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The date of Sunday, September 23rd, 2018 has been 

set for our annual Pig Roast Festival.  The details are 

yet to be decided.  If you have any of the talents listed 

above, we would love to see you at a brainstorming 

meeting (date to be announced.)   

If you are unable to make that meeting, but are  

interested in helping, please contact the church office. 

We are hoping to make this more manageable with a 

larger group of volunteers, who each have a  

specialized area to focus on.  

Volunteer Coordinators 

Pit Masters 

Organizational Gurus 

Venue Builders 
Party Planners 

Activity Directors 

Artists 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

to our Thanksgiving Dinner. We are 

grateful for your generosity to this 

community and our neighbors  

wherever they are. Thank you for living out our mission 

to live generously as a church, feed the hungry, and 

care for our community. We value and appreciate your 

gifts each day!  

Thanksgiving Meals Team!  

mailto:cbefc@izoom.net.


OFFERING  

ENVELOPES 

We now have blank 

offering envelopes in the 

church entry on the podium 

next to the guest book.  

Please feel free to take one 

as needed. 

PASTOR  

VISITS/

NOTIFICATION:     

If you or someone you know 

will be hospitalized and would 

like a call or visit from  

Pastor Dave, please contact 

the church office or him  

directly at 952-484-0593.  

SSLC CHOIR 

The choir is looking for 

new members, all are 

welcome to join us!  We practice at 

10:15 am three Sundays a month,  

but you do not need to attend every  

practice.  Choir is open to all teens  

and adults.  Stop in the choir room (in 

nursery wing) and check it out! 
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Tammy 

Alickson 

763-856-3320 

Jeanette 

Harshman 

763-662-2741 

Jeff 

Mateyka 

612-859-5201 

Walt 

Munsterman 

Chairperson 

612-964-6746 

Mike 

Peabody 

763-261-2405 

Karla 

Zerwas 

763-262-8077 

Please pray for these  

leaders and for SSLC as 

we listen for Godõs  

direction in this process. 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

On Sunday, November 19, our congregation voted to extend a call to Pastor Daryl Thul.  We are awaiting his  

answer and will notify everyone when we are able of his acceptance. 

Thank you for all your prayers during this time. 

 

SSLC Call Committee 

DONE 

CHURCH NEWS 

IN  

PROCESS 

IN  

PROCESS 

DONE 

IN  

PROCESS 
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CHURCH NEWS  

RECYCLING TRAILER IS OPERATIONAL!  

FEEL FREE TO  DROP BAGGED  

ALUMINUM CANS  AT TRAILER.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

SOUTH SANTIAGO BUILDING  

MAINTENANCE FUND 

Please consider a special donation to 

SSLCõs Building Maintenance fund.  We 

have established a savings account to build  

up to use for major church repairs. 

We anticipate more repairs as our beautiful  

building ages. 

To make a special donation, just designate òBuilding 

Repairsó on your check or offering envelope.  We hope 

you can help us grow this account to allow us to keep 

SSLC in the best condition we can.  Thank you! 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 

Current Balance as of 10/31/2017   $14,293 

HELP NEEDED!!!      Are you  

interested in learning to run the worship slide 

presentation?  We are looking for volunteers 

(age 16 and up) that would be able to be here for  

worship on Sundays.  Training will be provided.  Please 

contact Shelly or Jeremy in the church office. 

Labels for Education is a fun 

and easy program where  

families and members of the 

community work together to 

òEarn Free Stuffó for their school! 

By collecting UPCs and beverage/sauce caps from our 

many participating products and supplementing your 

earnings with our bonus offers, your school earns 

points that can be redeemed for Arts, Athletics, 

and Academics merchandise.  

We have a designated area to use for trimming and  

collecting Labels for Education in the narthex in front  

of the church mailboxes. 

Whenever you have some free time, whether in  

between services, or on Wednesday evenings, please 

feel free to help trim coupons for redemption  

to the program. 

The Community Furniture Program  

serves low-income households in the  

Tri-county area.   

We are in need of gently used & stain free 

beds, sofas (please no sofa sleepers), dressers, 

nightstands, easy chairs, kitchen/dining tables & 

chairs, coffee tables, end tables and lamps. 

Drop off & Pick up service available.  

Please call: 320-656-9004, Tues-Wed-Thurs  9 amñ5 

CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTO  

UPDATE    

Could you share a family photo with us for 

the photo directory?  We are looking for updated  

photos for the directory for anyone who would like to 

submit one.   

Please email them to the church office at :  

sslcoffice@izoom.net 

First Monday of each month 

COFFEE WITH  PASTOR DAVE    

If you would like to have coffee and 

visit with Pastor Dave, please contact 

the church office or him directly at 952-484-0593.  

He is available MondayñThursday  

of each week. 

mailto:sslcoffice@izoom.net


National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

Did You Know? 

We have a Meals Ministry  

program at SSLC! There have been a 

group of women who have been making 

and providing meals for members of our 

congregation when there is an illness, a health  

concern, or a need. If you would like to find out more 

and get connected contact Roberta Bistodeau or Dee 

Punton. You can either provide meals, storage dishes 

or cooking dishes for them to use for those families. 

You may bring gently used or new cookware to the 

church office. Please contact either Roberta or Dee if 

you would like to help make meals for families.  

BREAKFAST AND THE BIBLE 

Breakfast and the Bible on Saturday 

morning is open to anyone of any age looking to grow 

in knowledge, devotion, and fellowship.  Please check 

your newsletter calendar for dates.   We begin at 8 AM 

sharp and end at 9 AM, leaving you nourished in body, 

mind, and spirit and with a full day to get things done. 

Breakfast is usually donuts, rolls, or coffee cake  

provided by volunteer participants.  

 

 

ALL MILITARY FAMILIES AND 

FRIENDS 

We have a bulletin board to  

recognize those members and friends in their  

service for our country.   

We would like to include all active and retired  

personnel from all branches of service, all law  

enforcement, and all firefighters. 

 

The information we are gathering: Name, Rank, Dates 

of Service, Branch of Service, Where stationed or  

area.  We would like to place a 4 inch by 6 inch photo 

with the description of each person.  If you have  

photos and bios to be added to this board, please 

bring them to the church office. 
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CHURCH NEWS  

Parents with children asking about 

Holy Communion  

Did you know we have a curriculum  

to aid you in having a conversation and 

teaching your children about Holy Communion? 

You can find it in the pamphlet rack in the entry way of 

the church. Itõs called òLet the Children Come to Me: A 

curriculum for Holy Communion for Households with 

Pre-Readers.ó 

Most of the material is FOR YOU as parents, includingé 

An Introduction to the topic; 

A Brief History of the practices and teaching within our 

denomination (the ELCA); 

A Brief History of the practices from within our  

congregation. 

Two Images to get you thinking about how we pass on 

faith and practice to our children; and 

Some Teaching Strategies for Households with  

Pre-Readers. 

This is material that is geared toward households with 

children in the 3 to 5 year old range. 

All of the strategies recommended are accessible and 

activities that any family might be able to do as a  

matter of course in their regular practice of faith, 

includingé 

Reading from an age-appropriate childrenõs  

picture Bible; 

Bringing your child to worship and help him/her both 

become comfortable with the place and enjoy the 

time there; 

Introducing them SLOWLY to the practice of Holy  

Communion and being watchful over their reaction 

and behavior around Holy Communion.  

The curriculum will also be available on our website  

under MINISTRIES/First Communion at South Santiago 

Lutheran Church. 



NOISY OFFERINGS  COMING UP 
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December 24 

Feed My Starving Children 

 

As a Christian non-profit organization, Feed My Starving 

Children is called to feed Godõs starving children  

hungry in body and spirit. 

You will hear us say this again and again: òWe want to 

reach everyone, until ALL are fed.ó We truly mean this. 

This means reaching the hard-to-reach people and  

places, the òleast of these.ó  

They will be found, and they will be fed. 

With Godõs help we will work together with  

organizations and ministries across the globe  

to end hunger. 

òTake 10" with your Family 

"Take Ten" stands for taking just 10 minutes every day 

to connect with your family and talk about faith.  

Here's what to do... 

1. High's and Low's- Everyone takes a turn  

sharing one low and one high for the day. 

2. Scripture/Bible Story/Faith Story- Read a Bible story from a Bible  

Storybook or any Bible depending on the age of your children. Or, 

you may choose to read a favorite scripture passage or the passage 

connected with this week's worship experience. Or, share a story of 

your faith journey with your children. 

3. Prayer- Take turns leading/offering a prayer each day. Or, use a  

prayer that has been passed down from your family.  

4. Blessing- Invite everyone to make the sign of the cross on the  

forehead of everyone whom you are gathered with and offer a  

simple blessing. It could be the same blessing every day or you can 

take turns creating the blessing of the day. One example- "May God 

bless you and keep you." 

CROSS IN MY POCKET 

You may have seen a  

couple of items in the entry 

way to church on  

Sunday morning. We are 

inviting families to take a 

pocket cross, or a military 

soldier toy  and keep them close to remind 

you to pray for those around us. We invite 

and encourage you to find news ways to 

add prayer to part of your daily routine and 

make faith a part of your home. This is an 

easy reminder to pray for those serving in 

the military and to pray for those around us 

throughout our day.  

NEWEST WAYS TO CONNECT WITH YOUR FAITH 

January  28 

Pockets of Hope 

 

In Central Minnesota, Pockets of Hope gives foster 

children new backpacks filled with items they need 

and items they can call their own providing a light of 

hope for the future.  

Everyday children are rescued from abuse, neglect, 

and abandonment. These children are confused, 

scared, and desperate for security, comfort after being 

separated from family, home and possessions.  

Children frequently enter foster care with nothing.  

 

Pockets of Hope provides these children with new 

backpacks filled with personal care items they need, 

and comfort items they can call their own.  
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DAVE 

 

 

DECEMBER--ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL MONTH    

  

                                                              David S. Wall, Interim Pastor 

 

Grace and Peace to you all for the month of December.  It is a month that brings us Advent and  

Christmas.  It is a new Church Year when we begin the season of Advent.  Our scripture themes this 

month are: a fiery furnace of life; valley of dry bones; thirst quenching waters; the Word dwelling among 

us with grace and truth; and John the Baptist crying in the wilderness.  Advent themes also include: stay 

awake; Christ will come again; my soul magnifies the Lord and more.   

 

You are probably aware that Advent and Christmas are the two shortest seasons of the Church Year.  I 

hope you look forward to them as much as I do.  Sometimes, Advent can get pushed out because of all of 

us (church and society) who are pushing for Christmas.  I remember a pastor many years ago who  

decided to start Advent two weeks early.  He thought it would give a full four weeks for the season of  

Advent and then look to the Christmas season two weeks earlier.  After doing this along with the work  

and preparation of the congregation, he announced when it was over, they wouldn't do it again.  They 

missed the tension of the Advent and Christmas Seasons.  He mentioned that it can be the tension like 

you have on a violin--both ends giving a tension that makes music for our ears.  I appreciate his example 

and his perspective. 

 

We have challenges and joys as we move through Advent and to Christmas.  Here is a question for  

you to ask this Advent/Christmas time.  What is the difference between hope and optimism?  Do they  

overlap?  December 6, I will have been here at S. Santiago for 6 months.   I am so thankful for this time I 

have been able to see you in action as a Mission Outpost Congregation here in northwestern Sherburne  

County.  Blessings on your journey forward.  My spouse, Catherine, and I want to wish you a very blessed 

season of Advent and Christmas as together we are people of hope for theses seasons and the new year 

ahead.  Take the gifts that God has given you and go and share them with the world--Go in the name of 

the Christ Child, Go in Christ's Peace-- 

 

Pastor Dave 

 



IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER 

LIST OR PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR DAVE. 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  Lew Olson, Bonnie Swedahl (Sheri Hausõ and Steve Swedahlõs Mom), Doug Schuette, Carey 

Janischõs father, Kathy Streater (Leslie McCormickõs friend), Hazel Blenkush (Jackie Johnsonõs sister),  Harley 

Lindsey (Gary Lindseyõs Dad), Jaida Hamacher (Jenn Bluhmõs day care family member); Nancy Stang (Dennis & 

Brenda Stangõs sister-in-law); Janice Culp (Joe Berthiaumeõs sister);  Miles Weske (Margaret Macaulayõ son), 

Laura Garding (Jason and Robin Gardingõs sister-in-law), Julie Jarvi, Corey Faust, Margie Bragelman (Donna Pozor-

skiõs cousin), Ginny Lysdal, John Mezera (Don Ericksonõs friend), Roger Page (Sarah Hales Dad),  Ben Hales. 

 

MILITARY PRAYERS:  Caleb Vekved, David Bley, Derik Smith, Gordy Heinen, Logan Gallus,  Richard Buckalew, 

Blake Sandeen, Luke Nierengarten, Matthew Peabody, Adam Thom,  Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd, Zac Heinen,  

Michael Jacobs, Jeremy Schuch,  Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  Lindsey  Donelson,  Ryan Munsterman. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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Pastor Daveõs Weekly Schedule 

 

Mondays:   8 AMñ 3 PM  Note: We meet as a staff from around 10 -11 AM. 

Tuesdays: 8 AM ð 3 PM 

Wednesdays: 8 AM ð 3 PM         Visitation Day. Pastor Dave is in for part of the  day. 

Thursdays: 8 AM ð 3 PM         Visitation Day. Pastor Dave is in for part of the day. 

Fridays: OFF  

Saturdays:      OFF 

Please note:  These hours just reflect posted office hours. They do not reflect evening meetings,  

hospital visits, confidential pastoral care, etc. These hours will flex with personal family needs;  

conference, synod, or other outside meetings and other as-needed daily and weekly interruptions  

where ministry happens. 

If you call or come to the office looking for Pastor Dave, and heõs not available, please leave word with 

the staff that you are looking for him. He will get in touch with you and return your message ASAP.  

You can also contact him any time by cell (952-484-0593) call or text);  

by email:(sslcpastor@windstream.net). 


