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Advent is right around the corner. (The First Sunday in Advent is actually the Sunday after  

Thanksgiving, Sunday, November 30.) The theme for Advent this year is "No Hope But By Faith," 

and the readings will all help us focus on that theme: that even in hopeless situations, our faith 

remains in the God who entered fully into our human life through the birth of Jesus.  

 

This year, we are looking to invite EVERYBODY who attends worship to be a part of getting ready 

for Christmas through Advent. Our Advent wreath and its four candles will be magnified this year 

through our Christmas TREES. That's right--TREES, plural. Each Sunday of Advent  

will have its corresponding tree, strung with lights and  

otherwise without decoration.  

 

That's where YOU come in! We would like each household in our congregation to bring an  

ornament for the tree on each Sunday of Advent. It can be a homemade ornament. It can be one 

from your tree. It could be a traditional ornament that your family might be willing to share with the 

church for this season. There will also be ornaments available here at the church if you forget, or if 

we have visitors among us. (We want to include everyone in our worship services.) Each  

ornament stands as an expression of faith and hope within our congregation, both as a whole  

and as individuals within our congregation.  

Tree decorating will take place as part of the service, toward the beginning,  

and Sundays will be divided up like this: 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  

**DECEMBER 7      8 AM & 10:30 AM 

**DECEMBER 14    9:30 AM   CHOIR CANTATA AND SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT 

**DECEMBER 21    9:30 AM 

** DECEMBER 21   7 PM   HEALING PRAYER SERVICE   

**DECEMBER 24    4:30 PM 

                                  9 PM 

                                 11 PM 

**DECEMBER 28  9:30 AM                    

 

Sunday, November 30                      First Sunday in Advent           Last names, A - E   

Sunday, December 7                        Second Sunday in Advent      Last names F—K 

Sunday, December 14  9:30 am     Third Sunday in Advent          Last names L - Q 

Sunday, December 21  9:30 am     Fourth Sunday in Advent        Last names R—Z 

 

What ornament will you bring? 
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HEALING PRAYER SERVICE 

"Longest Night" Prayer Service for Healing 

Sunday, December 21, 7 PM. 

Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas 

without a loved family member who has recently died; it may be a time  

that has always been difficult. 

The constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the 

season, about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have lost or have 

never had. The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, 

the pain of isolation - all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending. We 

need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we need to know that we are not alone. 

Add to this the seasonal components that can affect our moods. Spirits can sink, as the days grow shorter. 

We feel the darkness growing deeper around us. We need encouragement to live the days ahead of us. 

For these reasons, we will be offering a special “Longest Night” service on Sunday, December 21, at 7 PM . 

 

Come out, and join with us in sharing and hearing prayers, scripture, and music that acknowledge that God’s 

presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle  - and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our 

darkness. Everyone, regardless of church background (or lack of it) is welcome. Please invite others who 

might benefit from this service. 

 

NOTHING WARMS THE HEART, OR HELPS ONE GET INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT LIKE 

HELPING ANOTHER PERSON LESS FORTUNATE. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE TAKE AN ORNAMENT OFF THE GIVING TREE; THE  

ORNAMENT HAS A TAG ATTACHED TO IT WITH THE DETAILS OF THE CHILD OR  

ADULT AND WHAT THEIR WISH IS FOR CHRISTMAS.  PLEASE PURCHASE THE ITEM ON 

THE TAG AND THEN RETURN THE ITEM PURCHASED WITH THE TAG ATTACHED TO IT. 

YOU DON’T NEED TO WRAP THE GIFT,  JUST PLACE IT BACK UNDER THE TREE. 

ALL ITEMS NEED TO BE PLACED UNDER THE TREE BY SUNDAY,  

                                              DECEMBER 14,  AT 12 NOON. 

IF YOU WOULD RATHER MAKE A CASH DONATION, PLEASE PLACE DONATION IN AN ENVELOPE AND LEAVE IN 

THE CHURCH OFFICE, AND WE WILL DO THE SHOPPING FOR YOU. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR OPENING YOUR HEARTS TO THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES OF OUR COMMUNITY. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE SEE SARA GALLUS OR EMAIL HER AT SGALLUS@IZOOM.NET. 

BLESSINGS TO ALL OF YOU!  THANK YOU! 

GIVING TREE 
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Pastor Mike will offering an in-between First Communion instruction class on two Sundays,  

December 14 & 21. Both of of those Sundays will have only 1 worship service (beginning at 

9:30 AM). First Communion class will be offered beginning at 11 AM and run until 1 PM.  

Lunch will be provided.    

This class will be open to youngsters of all ages, but especially for any of our households who 

might not have been a part of last Lent's instruction. At least one parent needs to attend with 

your student(s). 

 

Some guidelines for determining whether your child is ready: 

 Is your child able to sit through worship? 

 Can he/she participate in a 45 minute to 1 hour time of instruction and activity? 

 Does your child have some basic sense of basic Bible stories, including especially Noah's Ark, Moses and the 

big stories of Exodus, and at least 3 stories about Jesus, including his Last Supper, his death, and resurrection? 

 Has your child been asking questions about Holy Communion?  

 Is your child aware enough of others in the congregation and their needs to show a degree of respect for the 

communion experience and their ability to conduct themselves well during Holy Communion?  

 Are you prepared to continue to fulfill the promises you made at your child’s baptism to bring him or her  

regularly to the Lord’s Table? 

Is your child baptized? (While this one is by no means a deal-breaker, God's promises that come through Holy 

Communion really begin at Baptism. Jesus commands us to do both--baptize and "Eat & drink this in  

remembrance of me." Why would we not trust Jesus' commands?)  

Of these guidelines, only the last question requires a “Yes” before your child can be considered ready to receive 

his or her first communion. While we practice a very open table when it comes to Holy Communion, our mission is 

to baptize and teach, that all may know God's loving promises. This isn't to say that those who aren't baptized 

can't or shouldn't receive communion. But where it is possible, we want to baptize before we instruct for Holy 

Communion. God's promises that come through Holy Communion really begin at Baptism. Jesus commands us to 

do both--baptize and "Eat and drink this in remembrance of me." Why would we not trust Jesus' commands?) 

 

If you have questions about your child's participation in First Communion Instruction,  

please speak with Pastor Mike. 

INTERIM FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION IN ADVENT 

ALL SAINT’S DAY CELEBRATION 

 

During worship on November 2, we celebrated with families  

as they honored their memories of 57 people who have passed 

from their lives.  What a privilege it was to share this time with 

them and their reflections.  Thank you to all who  

participated in this special service. 



Page 4 The Messenger  

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. …For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ and through him God 

reconciled everything to himself. –The Apostle Paul, Colossians 1:15, 19, 20 

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. …God showed his great love for us 

by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.—The Apostle Paul, Romans 5:6 & 8 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.—Luke 2:6 & 7 

Sometimes it might be a couple of days that Kari and I have an opportunity to talk. Oh, it’s not like we don’t say anything or 

give each other the cold shoulder. But with full work schedules and coordinating the kids’ schedules, and evening meetings 

and so on, it can be so easy to succumb to “the temptation of disconnectedness.” The temptation of disconnectedness is the 

situation in which we human beings very well may find ourselves surrounded by and in the company of other human beings 

and yet completely disconnected from each other in any meaningful way that makes us truly human. Lots of God’s creatures 

live in groups, right? Herds of cows. Flocks of geese. Pods of whales. Murders of crows. (Didn’t know that one?) A congress of 

baboons. (Seriously.) Near as we can tell, we may be the only creature who can turn to each other and say, “How was your 

day?” Or, “I appreciate how you…”. Or, “Do you ever think about where we’ll be in ten years?” Instead, without intentionality to 

be different, we might easily slip into simply saying to each other, “What time do I need to pick up the kids and where?” Or, 

“We’ll aim to eat at 5:30 PM.” Or, “Good night.”  

I think that as we move out of our households we can find ourselves even more in the grip of this so-called “temptation of 

disconnectedness.” If it is possible to live this way within our households, it is thoroughly possible to live this way in our jobs, 

in our volunteer opportunities, even within our congregations. At least in our own households, there is the benefit of family 

relationship and the “daily-ness” of living together that provides at least some connection. But at work, we very well might not 

have to care for other people, so long as we get the job done. I probably don’t need to know what’s going on in the life of  

every kid in the classroom if I volunteer there and might not even need to know their names. It is thoroughly possible to go to 

worship—or even go “to church,” as in simply enter the building—and neither connect with the people with whom I share the 

pew, nor with the God into whose presence we come for worship. 

Now some might say, “Well, I’m shy…” or “I’m an introvert…” or “I just want to come and have ‘me’ time…”, and so on. Note 

how many times Jesus goes off to a lonely place to pray. (See Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16; etc.)  

Yet, even Jesus’ retreats connect him with God’s presence and fill him with that presence in order that he might reconnect 

with the people to whom he ministers as the very presence of God’s love. One might even say Jesus retreats to prayer, to 

meditation, to worship SO THAT, infused with God’s presence, he is better equipped to connect with others through and with 

that same presence of love.  

The seasons of Advent and of Christmas are seasons of connection. We connect with friends from far way through Christmas 

cards. We connect with family through warm gatherings. But through it all, we hear the good news proclaimed that the point 

of these seasons is that GOD connects with US. In fact, the good news of Christmas is that whatever the disconnect in which 

we find ourselves—disconnected from the world; from other human beings; from a sense of purpose in our lives; from faith; 

from God himself—God doesn’t wait around for US to get reconnected. No. Even while our whole human race was and still 

remains disconnected, God came to us through the human birth of his love made visible in Jesus Christ. And God continues 

to come to us. British Poet Francis Thompson even once called Jesus, “the hound of heaven” for his relentless pursuit of us 

through God’s love.   

I once had a conversation with someone about faith and worship and such things of the deeper levels of life. This person 

said, “I feel disconnected from worship. Every time I go, I feel like it’s always something new, always something different.” 

Further conversation revealed that this person was only going to worship about once a month. Sometimes this person would 

come to the building on Sundays but would then stay in the fellowship hall, or talk “church business” with other people,  

themselves not in worship. My response was, “Unfortunately, I can only promise you that you’ll feel and will continue to feel 

disconnected, not just from worship but from the presence of God.” 

The promised good news of our Christmas celebration is that God will never stop seeking to reconnect with us. Never. Not 

even the worldly rejections of Christ’s connection, rejections that we both consciously or unconsciously participate in, can 

separate us from that pursuit. The weekly resource that we send home—Sharing God’s Story @ Home—is intended to be a 

touch point of God’s desired connection with us, of Christ’s never-ending pursuit of us. Whether one uses that resource or 

finds another way to dwell in God’s presence and exercise one’s faith throughout the week, one should not be surprised at 

the alienation one might feel on Sundays or Wednesdays if Sunday and Wednesday are the only times and places of  

connecting with God. 
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The Word of God promises that Jesus is the fullness of God. If you want to know God, you’ve got to know Jesus. And if you’re 

going to know Jesus, there will come a point of needing to be in the places where he promises to meet us. The shepherds 

heard about the good news of God’s love made visible in Jesus through the angels announcement to them. But it wasn’t until 

they went into town and actually came into the presence of the helpless Christ child proclaimed to them by the angels to be 

the Savior of the Universe that they worshiped and became connected in a way they never could have imagined a few short 

hours before.     

God’s connected and connecting love and peace to you this season, from all of us—Pastor Mike 

Here is a Connecting Caring Conversation Advent Calendar of sorts— 

try it out this season with those with whom you share life. 

Mon., Dec. 1—  What is            Mon., Dec. 8—  One thing         Mon., Dec. 15 — My       Mon., Dec. 22 —  The 

your favorite family             that I wish our household           favorite Christmas carol         person I want to hold in  

tradition during this             was better at doing or                     about Jesus is…….         prayer the most this 

season?                            avoiding during           because….                       Christmas season is…. 

              Advent/Christmas is….            because….  

Tues., Dec. 2 — How might       Tues., Dec. 9 — One thing          Tues., Dec. 16 — If  I could         Tues., Dec. 23 — My          

you use that favorite             that we could try to make               ask God any question                      favorite part of the 

family tradition to describe           the topic of yesterday’s            about the Christmas story,             Candlelight Service is... 

God’s goodness? “God’s                conversation happen is…               I would ask…..                       ...because...  

goodness is like…. 

...because….                  

Wed., Dec. 3 —             Wed., Dec. 10 —  If you              Wed., Dec. 17 —  My               Wed., Dec.  24 —   

Finish this               could be any character           favorite Christmas                     The thing I want to be 

sentence: “Three ways                    (even one that’s not           television special is…                   thinking about  

that a Christmas tree makes me      specifically mentioned in              …because….       in worship tonight  

think about God                              Luke 2:1-20), which would                        is... 

is…”               it be? Mary or Joseph? The  

               innkeeper? A shepherd? 

Thurs., Dec. 4 — One of my      Thurs., Dec. 11 —Thinking         Thurs., Dec. 18 — How          Thurs., Dec. 25 — Talk 

happiest memories about                about your character from              might you use that                    about how the Christmas 

 a Christmas past is…                     the story yesterday,            Christmas television                    story might be different if 

               imagine what might be             special to describe God?              it were to take place  

               going through your mind.               “God is like… because…”.      today. If not a stable,  

                              where would Mary and      

Fri., Dec. 5 — I could             Fri., Dec. 12 — My favorite         Fri., Dec. 19 — If I could      Joseph stay if there was no no  

imagine Jesus being              decoration in the house             change anything about the          room in a local motel?  What 

present in that happy              is… …because….                          way our country       would cause them to travel 

Christmas past in…                            celebrates Christmas, it              the way they did? 

                  would be…       Who would the modern 

                shepherds be? 

Sat., Dec. 6 — One thing I           Sat., Dec. 13 — How might        Sat., Dec. 20 — Talk about 

never want to lose about                 you use that decoration to             how long you think your  

the way I/we celebrate                   describe God’s love?                      household could go  

Christmas is…                             “God’s love is like…                      without turning on a  

                …because…”.            screen or phone. Try it. 
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Here’s a great idea-Invite your friends to church 

this Christmas season! 

 or 4 REASONS why I should bother to pray, 

ask, and remind people to come when I’d rather 

just relax and sit around munching sugar cookies. 

1. Life is scary 

The economy, war, terrorism, ill health—there is a lot to be afraid of in our world 

today. But those who have met the One who calms storms, know that though the 

journey might be challenging, we are ultimately promised a safe harbor. Invite your 

friends to meet Jesus, the only reliable guide through scary times. 

2. People are lonely 

Lies, abandonment, abuse, disappointment—no matter how wonderful the person or relationship, there are times when  

the best of human companionship will disappoint.  That’s because, as St. Augustine said, we all have a God-shaped  

place inside that only Jesus can fill. Invite your friends to meet Jesus, the only person whose love will never fail through  

all of life, death, and into eternity. 

3. Everyone needs a purpose 

As a former Watergate conspirator said, many folks live their lives climbing the ladder of success only to realize it was  

leaning against the wrong wall. Jesus’ resurrection provides us with the power to live lives of significant purpose  

and to discern between true and false success. Invite your friends to discover Jesus, the only compass 

to guide you to a life of genuine, meaningful purpose. 

4. We’re all going to live forever 

Most folks today believe that and the Bible agrees. The question is, if you are going to live forever, what neighborhood  

will you live in? Jesus promises that for those who believe in Him they will live in an eternal neighborhood of light, joy,  

purpose, and companionship with loved ones. But Jesus won’t force anyone to live in His neighborhood. Problem is,  

any place outside His source of light, joy, purpose, and companionship is an eternal place of darkness, pain, regret,  

and isolation—not a neighborhood we want anyone to live in. Invite your friends to meet Jesus, so they can live forever  

in the neighborhood of joy. 

Invite your friends to 

church this 

Christmas season! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

  

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO SHOULD BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST OR  

PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MIKE. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:    Cheryl Person (Rae Person’s daughter-in-law), Brian Minger (Amy Lear’s uncle),  

Nick Bierschbach, Gladys Hoff (Elwood Orton’s sister), Lexi Erickson (great-niece of Ron and Lavonne Gilyard), 

Ronald Campbell (Donna Pozorski’s brother), Roger Pearson (Julie Johnson’s dad),  Scott Alickson,  

Andi Zwirner (Karla Zerwas’ Mom), Ginny Lysdal,  Annette Bistodeau (Mark Bistodeau’s sister-in-law),  

Esther Struder (friend of Jenn Bluhm), Butch Hallquist (Jeremy’s uncle), David Woolard (Peggy Gilyard’s Dad),  

Travis Mc Ginnis (Jackie Johnson’s nephew), Lydia Wallace (Dean Wallace’s Mom),  Wanda Gilyard (Daughter 

of Ron and Lavonne Gilyard), Gerrie Dahlberg (Craig Dahlberg’s Mom), Roseanne Pittman (Ron and Lavonne  

Gilyard’s friend), Dee Holt, Bonnie Olson, Ben Hales, Clinton Cox, Rosemary Mortrud (Greg Hurd’s Mom),  

John Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s brother), Becki Halphen (Tami Klapak’s sister), Hunter Hoeft (Ron and Lavonne 

Gilyard’s great-great nephew),  Darlene Jones (Garron Orton’s sister),  Margaret  Heinen (Marianne Lindsey’s 

Mom),Judy Peterson,  Don Grafft (Sandy Empting’s brother), Ves Stroeing (Lisa Orton’s Dad). 
 

 
 MILITARY PRAYERS:   Meghan Raygor, Zach Hurd,  Ted Freese, Zac Heinen, Michael Jacobs,  

Jeremy Schuch, Brady Marxen, Daniel Kydd, Derek Brown, Logan Draack, Brandon Wiltsey,  

Derek Schleif, Lindsey  Donelson,  Adam Graning,  Ryan Munsterman, Larry  Hoffmann, Gidget Borst. 
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DECEMBER FAMILY SERVICE GROUP 

    Dec 7 Dec 7 Dec 14 Dec 21 Dec 24 Dec 24 Dec 24 Dec 28 

  8 am 10:30 am  9:30am 9:30 am 4:30 pm 9 pm 11 pm 9:30 am 

READERS  Lumley  Lumley    
Callie 
Doucette 

HEAD USHER Swanson Stone Swanson Swanson    Swanson 

USHERS   Stone Stone    Stone 

GREETERS Hurd  Janisch P. Gilyard    Doucette 

KITCHEN HELP Bergman Lumley       

GOODIES 
P. Gilyard, 
Hurd 

Janisch, 
Brown  P. Gilyard     

BASKET HOLDER 
Sammie 
Mekeland, 

Kelsey 
Janisch, 
Synnove 
Lumley 

Kelsey  
Janisch, 
Synnove 
Lumley 

Sammie 
Mekeland, 
Synnove 
Lumley    

Madison 
Doucette 

COMMUNION SRVS Spinler  
Kaitlyn Jan-
isch 

Spinler, 
Lumley     

ACOLYTE         

MONEY COUNTERS  R. Johnson R. Johnson R. Johnson    R. Johnson 

PROJECTION         

ALTAR GUILD         

Is December YOUR family’s month to help for worship? We have 32 families in our group and  

8 worship services in December.   If every family helps out just once, every job should be  

filled with ease.   

It would be awesome to come to church every Sunday in December and see every spot filled 

in.  Please consider making this small commitment to help our church run smoothly on Sundays. We understand 

that December is month of holiday family and friends gathering,  so if you can’t help out this month please  

consider filling in a spot during another month that works better for your schedule. You can email the church, 

sign in on the schedule in the narthex, or sign up on our website: www.sslcmn.org under the stewardship 

tab.  Thanks! 



COUNCIL MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 11, 2014 
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Present at meeting:  Dani Priebe, Mark Swanson, Jeremy 

Hallquist, Julie Jarvi, Pastor Pancoast, Joy Hurd, Rusty 

Lear, Jessica Johnson, and Sam Stone. 

President Lear called the meeting to order at 7:18 pm. 

Pastor Mike led in devotions from 1st Samuel, and 

“Vibrant Christians and Vital Congregations”. 

Youth Report:  Jeremy highlighted several points from his 

report: 

*24 youth were confirmed. (Wow!) 

*They had 100+ volunteers help pack food for 

Backpack Buddies. 

*Financially the youth fund is in the positive.  Jeremy did 

express concern that they are seeing a decrease in youth 

contributions. He asked the council to consider adding a 

line in next year’s budget to help the youth cover extra 

costs such as pizza, footballs, etc…  Jessica asked him to 

put together a proposal. 

Pastor’s Report:   

Pastor Mike asked the council to 

consider the upcoming sponsors 

role for Pathfinders.   

There is a need for Faith Chest 

“kits”, or some other process, so families can be involved 

in the construction.   

Council is considering a better way to keep the Prayer 

Family calls going.  

Minutes:  Motion made by Sam and seconded by Jessica 

to approve the minutes from last month’s minutes. 

Yearly Reviews:  The council excused Jeremy and Pastor 

Mike so that discussion of yearly reviews could proceed. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Joy Hurd, Council Secretary 

THANK YOU TO: 

*Marvel Paulson and Jeanette Harshman for newsletter 

mailing preparation;  

*Bill Empting for music jack repairs; 

*Dennis Schuette for redeeming our first load of  

aluminum cans ($46.75); 

*Rich Alickson for garden soil amendments  

and application; 

*Centra-Sota for donating potash for the  

children’s garden; 

*Richard Harshman for filling in as Head Usher  

on November 2; 

*Families that have donated gifts of food for the  

Thanksgiving Dinner on November 27; 

*Jay Johnson and Zach LaFontaine for disassembling 

and storing the human foosball lumber;  

*Richard Harshman, Buster Graning, Danny Jergenson, 

Mark Bistodeau, and Rich Alickson for snow removal 

(MAMMOTH snowfall!);  

*Julie Johnson for organizing the Craft and Bake sale;  

 

*All families who helped and donated for the Craft and 

Bake sale; 

*Rich Alickson for donating and delivering sand/salt mix 

for the sidewalks;  

*To all members of Meals Ministry that make and  

deliver food for families; 

 

*TO ALL THAT DO SO MUCH EVERY WEEK……. 

 

 



Page 10 The Messenger  

Introducing PATHFINDERS 

Preparing for baptism—WALKING WET 

Preparing for membership—WALKING TOGETHER 

Preparing for marriage—WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE 

 

Since February of this year, Jeremy and I have been working to revamp the way that our congregation welcomes, connects with, and seeks to integrate our newest, 

often our youngest, and sometimes our least connected folks in the congregation. The wheels started turning in our heads as we listened to the congregation in 

developing our Value-Purpose Statement: We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming 

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ Jesus. We implement this by engaging in cross-generational ministry and radical  

hospitality as it is revealed by God’s Word, connecting to others within our congregation, our community and the world. The question we had was, “What 

does this look like for us?” After reading a couple of books (Faith Forming Faith and Faith Shaping Ministry) and attending some continuing education events with the 

author of those books, Jeremy and I were convicted that our congregation would benefit greatly from a ministry that would lay out a pathway for responding to 

people who are contacted through these entry points to our congregation (baptism, new membership, and marriage). Here’s a little bit about Pathfinders:    

The Theology of Pathfinders:  The 

Bible is full of “pathway” or “road trip” language and 
imagery. Genesis narrates the winding travels of 
Abraham and Sarah and their descendants to whom 
God first spoke promises. Exodus through  
Deuteronomy describes the travels of God’s people 
out of slavery in Egypt and into the freedom of the 
Promised Land. One whole section of the book of 
Psalms—the Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-134)—
seem to have been used by travelers on their way to 
Jerusalem for annual feasts and festivals, and it is in 
this section of travel prayers that we hear such words 
as, “The LORD will watch over your coming and going both 
now and forevermore” (121:8) and “Blessed are all who 
fear the LORD, who walk in the ways of the 
LORD” (128:1). The story of Jesus is one that takes 
place on the road from Jesus’ home territory in  
Galilee toward Jerusalem. It is not uncommon for 
Christians to describe the season of Lent in terms of 
“journeying” with Jesus toward the cross. And that 
pathway becomes all the more intense as Jesus  
follows the road into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
One of the most powerful post-resurrection Easter 
stories happens as two travelers who are trying to 
make sense of what has just happened to them and to 
Jesus in Jerusalem: “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?”, they asked themselves once Jesus 
had been made known in the breaking of the bread 
(Luke 24:32). And that revelation moved them on 
that very evening to run the full seven miles to  
announce to Jesus’ disciples in Jerusalem what had 
happened to them.  

People travel with God over a variety of 
pathways and from a multitude of directions. 
Those pathways and directions we yet will 
travel are many and varied. Our  
congregation members’ stories and practices 
are as many and varied. Yet the promises of 
God in the waters of Baptism and the accom-
panying Word are that we do not go alone. 
We are ALL pathfinders with whom the risen 

Christ travels. The name implies “a way.” But it is a 
way that is also full of freedom and flexibility and 
variety. 

WHO IS PATHFINDERS FOR? 

 Those who are inquiring about baptism at SSLC, 
either for their children or for themselves as 
adults. (For households seeking baptism for their 
children, those will be scheduled on a quarterly 
basis, on Sundays chosen by the families, following 
registration, completion, and/or of each unit of 
preparation. For adults seeking baptism, those will 
be handled through conversation with Pastor 
Mike.)   

 Those who are inquiring about membership with 
SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about marriage at SSLC. 

 Those who are inquiring about the Christian way 
in general and its Lutheran expression. 

 Those who have been life-long members and 
would like to review and/or grow deeper in their 
understanding and practice. 

 Those who have been regular worship attendees 
and active participants in the life of the  
congregation but who haven't officially “joined” 
the congregation. 

 Those who are leaders of the congregation who 
are looking to engage others from the standpoint 
of their particular ministries both within and  
outside the congregation—i.e., serving in  
worship; Backpack Buddies; Women’s and Men’s 
ministries; etc. 

 Any and all who are looking to grow deeper in 
their understanding of the Christian faith and its 
accompanying practice. 

 YOU. 

WHAT DOES PATHFINDERS LOOK 
LIKE?  

”Pathfinders” is the general title for our preparation 
ministry. But that ministry is really divided into 3 
parallel and sometimes intersecting roads.  

 “WALKING WET” is the Pathfinders section for 
households preparing for baptism for their 
children. 

 “WALKING SIDE-BY-SIDE” is the Pathfinders 
section for couples preparing for marriage.  

 “WALKING TOGETHER” is for individuals 
and households investigating or preparing 
for membership at SSLC, either through Re
-Affirmation of Baptism (for those who have 
been baptized) or through adult baptism (for 
those who have not yet been baptized).  

Each of these sections has its own brochure that 
describes them in a bit more detail. 

All three of these sections generally meet at the same 
time for a meal and evening  devotions.  

************************************** 

If you are planning a baptism… 

If you would like to explore membership 
with SSLC… 

If you are planning a wedding… 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A SPONSOR… 

If you have questions… 

CONTACT PASTOR MIKE  OR THE  
CHURCH OFFICE. 

 Upcoming dates:  January 4, 
January 11, 2015 
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Parents of Small Children, ages 3 years and younger--We want to 

thank you, commend you, and support you in having your  

children in worship! Children learn to worship by watching adults 

worship. We believe children belong in worship, and when they 

can be engaged by what's going on in worship, they show us how 

to worship freely and without inhibition! ("Bring the little children  

                                                                   to me, and do not hinder them," Jesus said.)  

 

But we also want to offer you parents a break, because worship is also adult time.   We are  

trying to offer a staffed nursery every Sunday, especially for during the sermon time when there is less 

action going on up front. If you are willing and able to give a Sunday occasionally in the nursery, please  

contact Nikki Popplewell at nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com or at 763-516-1119. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER 

UPCOMING EVENT DATES/TIMES 

NOVEMBER 30  ADVENT CRAFT SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 6  PARENTS NIGHT OUT 

5 PM TO 9 PM 

ALL STUDENTS FROM AGE 4 THROUGH 4TH GRADE 

DECEMBER 13 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DRESS REHEARSAL  9 AM 

DECEMBER 14 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AND CANTATA COMBINED 

AT WORSHIP 9:30 AM 

DECEMBER 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

4:30 PM, 9 PM, 11 PM 

 

 

Nursery Available for Younger Children 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT 

Is planned for Saturday,  

December 6, from  

5 pm to 9 pm,  Games, snacks and fun 

for kids!  Please make a reservation  

on the sign up sheet on 

the Sunday School  

bulletin board. 

 

ADVENT CRAFT DAY   will be  

November 30, at 9:15 am.   

If you would like to help , please contact 

Karla Zerwas. We are in need of  

volunteers to lead craft stations or  

provide craft ideas. 

 

mailto:nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com
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National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  

800-273-8255 

SUICIDE HOTLINE 

COBORNS TURKEY CARDS 

We will be collecting full or partially filled 

turkey cards from Coborns to donate to 

C.R.O.S.S. in Foley for families in need.   

You may drop them in the office, or in the 

offering basket  by November 30, 2014.      

                     Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP GROUP   

will meet on Tuesday, December 16 

at 8 pm.  All are welcome! 

LONG RANGE  

PLANNING   will meet on  

Sunday, December 7, at 9:15 am. 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER 

Mission trip students will be  

offering Christmas gift baskets 

from November 23 until  

December 7, on which day the 

winning tickets will be drawn for 

each basket.  Great shopping 

opportunity and a way to show  

          your support! 

RECYCLING TRAILER IS OPERATIONAL!  

FEEL FREE TO DROP ALUMINUM CANS  

AT TRAILER.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

We invite you to consider 

bringing a donation of a  

poinsettia this year in  

remembrance of a loved one or to celebrate  

something wonderful that the Lord has done in 

your life. They can be placed in the sanctuary, and 

taken home after Christmas  

Eve services. 

Council elections    

are coming in January!   

    Please see Pastor Mike if  

    you are willing to serve  

    in this way. 

 

 
ALL MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

 
We are putting together a Military and Service 
bulletin board to recognize these members and 
friends in their service for our country.  We 
would like to include all active and retired 
personnel from all branches of service, all law 
enforcement, and all firefighters. 
 
The information we are gathering are: Name, 
Rank, Dates of Service, Branch of Service, Where 
stationed or area. We would like to place a 4 inch 
by 6 inch photo along with the description of 
each person on these boards. 
 
Please contact Nikki Popplewell at 763-261-2334 
or email her at Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com for 

more information. 

 

Relay for Life will be offering 

Christmas baskets and baked 

goods at their tables on Sunday, 

December 14, and December 21. 

Please support them and get some yummy treats 

and gifts in the process! 

 

mailto:Nicole.popplewell@yahoo.com
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BECAUSE OF ALL THIS, I SURELY SHOULD 

THANK, PRAISE, SERVE, AND OBEY... 

Last month we were reminded that  the 

Apostles’ Creed is divided into 3 sections, 

or articles, each article corresponding to one of the three persons of 

the Holy Trinity, One God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

It is in that first article of the Creed that we are reminded of what the Bible  

teaches about God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Here,  

Luther reminds us that God’s creative work did not end on day 6 of Creation.  

Rather, God continues to provide what we need, often without our asking and 

frequently, without our thanks. The catechism language includes God’s creation 

and protection of my body and soul and a God-given hope that my body and soul 

have a God-intended purpose.  

As with all of the Small Catechism, the 3rd Article not only includes this  

instructional teaching—i.e., God has and continues to be creatively present in 

human life—there also is a corner that is turned in Luther’s writing that implies 

and suggests a human response. So we might summarize the 3rd Article’s  

teaching points like this: “Once upon a time, God created the world. AND, God 

has created me and all that I need, without my asking and frequently, without my 

thanks.” But the Small Catechism then kind of takes a breath to pause and to 

ask, “So what?!” What does it mean… to what response am I invited for such a 

grace and love as this? Or, am I simply an animal at a trough, hungrily consuming 

anything and everything and looking around for more? Here is what the  

Catechism suggests:  Because of all of this, I surely should thank, praise, serve, 

and obey God. Or, to put it another way, it is assumed that our lives and fullest 

when they are lived in grateful and conscious reception of what God has given 

and an equally conscious and purpose-filled response. God gives and GIVES AND 

GIVES—we thank and respond.       

On the 2nd Sunday of Advent, we’ll hear part of a story from the book of Esther. 

(It’s a fairly short book. You could read the whole thing in one sitting quite easily. 

There’s also a fun Veggie Tales rendering of the story, as well!) It is a story that 

takes place in the time after Jerusalem’s fall and destruction at the hands of the 

Babylonian Empire  but right before Jerusalem is rebuilt with the aid of the  

Persian Empire, who has just destroyed the Babylonians. In the  story, there is a 

plot discovered, hatched out of fear and jealousy of the  Jewish people now  

scattered throughout the empire. Esther, the king of Persia’s new wife, very well 

might be the lynchpin between her people’s utter annihilation or their being 

saved. At one point, the question is even asked, “Who knows, but perhaps you 

were created for this very moment?” (Esther 4:14) Whether or not Esther knows 

the answer to this question or not, she faces the same suggestion to her dilemma 

that the Small Catechism suggests for us: a conscious and purpose-filled  

response to God’s love and mercy.  

What blessings, created by God, would you name and give thanks for in your life? 

So what? Or do you believe you are simply a consumer at God’s trough of plenty? 

How might you daily give thanks and praise to God? What would gracious and 

obedient service in response to God’s gifts look like to you?  

SSLC CHOIR 

Will practice on  

Sundays at 9:15 

am, and sing at  

worship on one Sunday of each 

month at both services.  

All are welcome to join in  

praising God with our voices! 

CATECHISM CORNER 

This Is Most  

Certainly True: 

HALES FAMILY  

MEALS MINISTRY 

We are part of a 

group that is preparing and  

delivering meals to a family in our  

congregation, Ben and Sarah 

Hales.  Ben has had a number of 

serious medical issues for the past 

few years, and is on the road to  

recovery.  If you are interested in 

helping with this, please go to their 

Care Calendar at 

www.carecalendar.org/v2/

calendar.php or call us at church. 

FRIENDSHIP  

BIBLE STUDY 

meets on the third 

Monday evening of each month at 

7 pm.  Please contact Barb Marsh 

for more information. 

OFFERING COUNT 

SERVING OPPORTUNITY 

Interested in helping to 

count offerings on a  

Sunday after services?  

Please contact Shelly in 

the church office. 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 
Fund October Y-T-D 

General Fund giving $17,026 $180,417 

General Fund expenses $20,934 $191,476 

Difference -$3,908 -$11,058 

Building Fund giving $3,356 $39,832 

Building Fund expenses $0 $50,750 

Difference $3,356 -$10,918 

Designated Fund giving $998 $53,331 

Designated Fund expenses $1,823 $48,795 

Difference $825 $4,536 

Grand Total Giving $21,380 $273,580 

Grand Total Expenses $22,757 $291,021 

Difference -$1,377 -$17,441 

ATTEND-

ANCE 

1st/2nd 

service 

10/5 99 / 161 

10/12 89 

10/19 70 / 101 

10/22 135 

10/26 98 / 360 

10/29 105 

General Fund $16,763 

Youth $20 

Building Mort Fund $3,355 

Coffee $72 

Noisy Offering  $353 

Backpack Buddies $95 

Savings Rebuilding $101 

Sunday School $60 

TOTAL OFFERINGS $20,820 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
12/01  Jacob Bergsten 
12/01  Justin Jensen 
12/02  Ryan Olson 
12/02  Merrick Schuster 
12/03  Kelsie Bursch 
12/03  Tate Johnson 
12/04  Marvel Paulson 
12/04  Dan Ewald 
12/04  Cinda Louden 
12/06  Michael Haessly 
12/06  Carson Klimmek 
12/08  Mark Bistodeau 
12/08  Mark Ebensteiner 
12/08  Scott Bowles 
12/09  Lucille Dommer 
12/11  Mike Pancoast 
12/11  Alexys Kramber 
12/12  Jeanna  
             Berthiaume 
12/12  Amber Stanger 
12/12  Kylee Jo Gorman 
12/13  Cheryl Ellingson 
12/13  Karen Wipper 
12/13  Sarah Robertson 
12/13  Chad Peterson 
12/13  Eric Bergman 
12/13  Emily Berard 
12/13  Brody Stommes 
12/14  Amy Busch 
12/17  Paul Fors 
12/17  Gary Hansen 
12/17  Sean Lumley 
12/17  Amanda Miner 
12/17  Aaron Miner 
12/18  Norma Fors 
12/18  Greg  
             Schendzielos 
12/18  Doug  
             Zimmerman 
12/18  Adam Thom 
12/18  Libby Kendall 
12/19  Paul Fowler 
12/19  Sarah Hales 

 
 
12/29  Tammy Miller-Hess 
12/29  Jason Graaf 
12/29  Ross Campbell 
12/29  Molly Kendall 
12/29  Dylan Stang 
12/30  Kirsten Doucette 
12/30  Jared Hansen 
12/30  Deedra Lawrence 
12/31  Dennis Stang 
12/31  Molly Loven 
12/31  Ann Barringer 
12/31  George Kydd 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

12/09 
Nick & Sarah Dahler 
12/10 
Dennis & Brenda Stang 
12/18 
Brad & Katie Bierschbach 
12/20 
Nick & Jennifer Moulzolf 
12/25 
Paul & Norma Fors 
12/27 
David & Jakki Fidelman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
12/19  Brooke Brower 
12/19  Amanda Bengsten 
12/20  Holly Klinker 
12/20  Sarah Dahler 
12/20  Clayton Gallus 
12/20  Colin Hickman 
12/21  Richard Harshman 
12/21  Jeremiah  
             Jacobsen 
12/22  Lewis Olson 
12/22  Natasha Killian 
12/23  Nicholas  
             Bierschbach 
12/24  David Bokelman 
12/24  Chandler Wiltsey 
12/24  Abbie Halvorson 
12/24  Aaron Halvorson 
12/24  Martin Huwe 
12/25  Jean Sewall 
12/25  Jim Kampa 
12/25  Nicholas Hansen 
12/26  Jane Anderson 
12/26  Craig Kendall 
12/26  Barb Jensen 
12/27  Behn Johnson 
12/27  Morgan Baldry 
12/28  Melissa Lemmer 
12/28  Andrew Stang 
12/28  Madelyn  
             Cartwright 

NOISY OFFERING 

Believe it or not, one 

small act does make 

a difference in the 

lives of many. 

    In 1982, a woman passing through the city 

of Foley found herself in a unique position -- 

in need of food and shelter. Eventually, she 

found assistance through a local church.  

Before the woman departed from the  

community, she proposed that the community 

initiate its own local food shelf. The idea  

became a reality, and a food shelf was 

opened in Foley. Today, after 30 plus years, 

the C.R.O.S.S. Center's outreach has  

established itself as a strong, viable resource 

in assisting individuals and families of Benton 

County who are experiencing short term  

financial difficulties. We will be supporting 

their mission with our Noisy Offering on  

January 25. 

 

The ELCA Young Adults in  

Global Mission program invites 

ELCA young adults ages 19-29 

into a transformative, year-long 

journey in international service. 

As they offer themselves in service, ELCA 

young adults are shaped by the witness of 

our global neighbors. They share in the 

journeys of companion churches and  

organizations in one of nine countries 

around the world. A year of service through 

the Young Adults in Global Mission program 

invites young adults to become the hands 

and feet of Jesus in the world, providing 

critical support to ministries and projects  

in communities of need. We have chosen  

to support Kelly Bergman in her year-long 

mission as our Noisy Offering on  

December 28. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

Church Council Members 
President ● Rusty Lear ●rlear@legacyremod.com 

Vice President● Jessica Johnson ● 

jbrown1977@windstream.net 

Treasurer ● Carey Bowles ● manicstamper@zoom.net. 

Secretary● Joy Hurd ● joy.hurd1@gmail.com 

Member● Mark Swanson ● swanny@izoom.net 

Member● Kim Kampa ● kjkampa2@hotmail.com 

Member ●  Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Member ● Dani Priebe ● DaniNikki@sherbtel.net 

Member  ● Julie Jarvi ● jajarvi@midco.net 

Member  ● Frannie Bowles ● fbowles98@gmail.com  

Member  ● Hannah Lawrence ● hlawrence.mn@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs  
Board of Education ● Karla Zerwas    763-262-8077 

Building & Grounds ● Rich Alickson    763-856-2511 

Cemetery Board ● Bill Rogers    320-743-3031 

Family Service Group ● needed  

Head Ushers ● needed 

Historian ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040 

Librarian ● Rosalie Klinker    763-263-2540 

Money Counters ● needed 

Nominating Committee ● needed 

Pig Roast Committee ● Kim Kampa & Jessica Johnson 

Stewardship Comm. ● Sam Stone ● stones@centracare.com 

Worship & Music ● Holly Klinker    320-345-0040              

Long Range Planning ● Jay Johnson  612-325-3968      

Youth Ministry ●  Jeremy Hallquist  612-201-6382 

Active Groups 
Altar Guild ● Sandy Empting  320-743-2626 

Befrienders Ministry ● Marlene Olson    320-743-2524 

Funeral Coordinator ● Church Office 

Graduate Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Men’s Bible Study ● Mark Swanson    763-262-2734 

Mission Quilters ● Shelly Bluhm    763-662-2468 

Nursery Contact ●  needed 

Prayer Chain ● Carol Michaletz    320-743-5199 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ● Tammy Alickson 763-856-3320 

Relay for Life ● Donna Pozorski    763-856-8474 

Sharing Meals ● Dee Punton  320-743-3438 

Sunshine Committee ● Sandy Empting    320-743-2626 

                                    ● Barb Kydd    320-743-2924 

Women of SSLC ● Cheryl Ellingson  763-662-2224 

Faith Chests ●  

Backpack Buddies● Sara Gallus    763-262-1240  

Staff 
Pastor ● Mike Pancoast  ● sslcpastor@windstream.net 

Director of Youth & Family Ministries ● Jeremy Hallquist ● 

sslcjeremy@sherbtel.net 

Office Administrator ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcoffice@izoom.net 

Choir Director ● Heidi Hansen ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Musician● Heidi  Hansen  ● pianolady@izoom.net 

Bookkeeper ● Shelly Bluhm ● sslcfinance@windstream.net 

Custodian ● Sandy Empting ● windyofarm@aol.com 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

  

Our next meeting  

date is 

December 14, at 8:45 am 

Lange Board & 

Room 

Monday,  

December 8,  

                                   at 2 pm 

Please join us in celebrating Christmas with the  

residents of the Lange Board & Room!  If you are  

able to attend, please contact Dee Punton at  

320-743-3438. 

 

If you are interested in contributing a gift for the  

residents, there will be names and “wish ideas”  

available  for each resident.  All gifts will need to be at 

SSLC by Sunday, December 7, at noon.  Please contact 

Dee or Abby Punton at 320-743-3438. 

 

Please join us at our  

Christmas potluck dinner on 

Thursday, December 4, at  

6 pm at Pastor Mike’s home 

in Becker. All are welcome! 

We will be having a brief meeting to review the proceeds 

of the Craft and Bake sale, and to consider and decide 

where to make some charitable contributions for 2014.  

Please join us and bring your ideas! 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Confirmation Schedule:  

**November 26th  Thanksgiving Break—NO YOUTH 

**December 3:  6:30—8 pm 

**December 10:  6:30—8 pm 

**December 17:  6:30—8 pm 

**December 24—NO YOUTH  

**December 31—NO YOUTH 

**January 7:  6:30-8 pm 

**January 14:  6:30—8 pm 

**January 21:  NO YOUTH    MENTOR TRAINING 

**January 28:  6:30-8 pm 

The Messenger  

 

 

MISSION TRIP PAYMENT REMINDER: 
 

To all parents of students attending the  

2015 Mission trip, all the checks are due  

December 10.  The first check will be cashed 

on January 7, 2015.   

For those wondering,  our policy is that  

parents pay the first deposit. This ensures  

a financial commitment and allows the  

congregation to cover the first payment  

we have already made. If you have  

questions or need more information,  

please let Jeremy know.  

We are beginning our Fundraisers again! This year we are including our  
Pancake Breakfast in the line up. Come join us for breakfast. Bring an item 
and plan to work. Parents are allowed to sign up for these as well and will  
receive credit towards their student account for the help.  

We will be asking all families to pay a $10 total per person. (Adults  
participating in the trips should consider helping as well.)  

We will have 4 adult helpers and 12 students for each breakfast. Please plan 
to be there from start to finish on that day.  

DATES:   12/14/2014  (Sun 8:30 AM—11:30 AM) 
                 1/11/2015 (Sun 7:30AM - 10:30AM) 

Faith Fest   

February 7-8, 

2015 
 

Faith Fest is a weekend  

retreat for 6th-8th  

graders hosted by  

students at Augustana college. This year’s 

theme is “Making a Masterpiece” and is based 

on Ephesians 2:10. This year’s musicians will 

be Lost and Found; with notably self described 

music style of Speedwood. Though you may 

not know the band they provide a comedic, 

rocking time with just a few instruments. 

Check them out on YouTube and hear some 

great high energy songs. Cost for this event is 

$70 per student and includes all you need for 

the weekend. REGISTRATION DEADLINE is  

December 31st. See Jeremy or Pastor Mike for 

more information.  
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2015 Summer Mission Trip: 

Please note that while we are posting the Mission Trip 

we are currently working on an adventure trip as well. 

These dates have not been confirmed due to the  

programs schedules have not been published as of date 

of this printing. 

Mission Osage Nation: June 21st-26th. (With Travel 

Days to be Added!) Open to students completing 5th 

Grade through 12th Grade.  Cost is to be determined.  

 

About Osage Nation: The hospitality we experience in 

Pawhuska is second to none. Community members will  

frequently stop crews working in the community to say 

"thank you" and offer a word of encouragement. One of 

the local pastors has been known to track crews down 

and offer them cold soda in appreciation. We are  

fortunate to partner with several local congregations in 

the community. Tom Boone & family ensure that our 

staff have everything they might need or want and have 

hot meals on the weekends. The people of Pawhuska 

are incredibly thankful for Youth Works being in their 

community.  

Many of them cannot believe they are the only site we 

have in Oklahoma. We have a partnership with the  

Indian Camp School to assist with summer school. It is a 

great way to engage with local community kids and help 

further education efforts made by the public schools. A 

small group of students will get to help with the Boys & 

Girls Club in town, in addition to potentially helping 

serve a community meal at the Catholic Church. We will 

also run a Kids Club for part of the summer, in addition 

to doing work projects around town.  

Evening activities include a historical highlight of  

important places in Pawhuska, a community softball 

game, a local church service and  

community cookout. 

PRAYER PARTNER CORNER 

   

    

 

 

Caring Conversations: Christmas and the holidays 
can be busy, chaotic, stressful, happy and uplifting 
times. Think for a moment or two where you find 
yourself this year. Where do you find time to center 
yourself during the holidays? How do you find ways to 
keep your sanity? What blessing or wisdom has come 
to you during the holiday times? How could you share 
those things with other people? 

Devotion and Prayer:  

He says, "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth." Psalm 46:10.  The reason for the season has as 
much to do with being still as being busy. Where can 
you find encouragement to simply soak in the  
moments this year?  

Prayer/Meditation:  Take a moment to pray this  
            prayer. Repeat it both ways. 

Be still, and Know that I am God. 

Be still, and know that I am. 

Be Still, and know  

Be Still,  

Be 

Ritual and Tradition:   

Find a space to pray, read and reflect. Create an  
environment where you feel centered and calm and 
consider spending time there each day.  

Service:  

Find a place to serve this holiday season. Contact  
the church office if you wish to visit someone or  
bring cookies. We can help connect you with  
opportunities locally. 



DECEMBER 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 

Altar Guild 

6:30 pm 

3 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

4 

Women of  

SSLC 

Potluck 

6 pm 

5 6 

Parents Night Out 

5-9 pm 

7 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Long Range Planning 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

8 

Christmas 

Party at 

Lange Home 

2 pm 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

9 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

10 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

 

 

11 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

 

 

12 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Youth 

girls  

Sleepover 

6 pm 

13 

Sunday School and 

Choir Cantata 

practice 9 am 

 

14 

Women of SSLC 8:45 am 

Worship at 9:30 am 

Sunday School pageant and  

   Choir Cantata 

Relay for Life Bake Sale and 

  Christmas baskets 

Giving Tree deadline-Noon 

Pancake Breakfast 8:30-11:30 am 

First Communion Class  11am 

15 16 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

17 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 
 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

18 19 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

20 

21 

Worship at 9:30 am 

Relay for Life Bake Sale and 

   Christmas baskets 

First Communion class 11 am 

Healing Prayer Service 7 pm 

22 

 

23 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

24 

Worship 4:30 pm 

Worship 9 pm 

Worship 11 pm 

25 26 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

27 

28 

Worship at 9:30 am 

NOISY OFFERING- 

Kelly Bergman YAGM  

29 30 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

31 

NO 

WORSHIP 

OR YOUTH 

1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

2 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

3 

Graduate Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

 



JANUARY 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    

 

1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

2 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

3 

Graduate Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 
 

4 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Long Range Planning 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

5 

 

6 

Men’s Bible 

Study  10 am 

 

7 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

 

 

8 

Esther 

Bible 

Study 7 pm 

 

 

 

9 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

10 

 

 

11 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

Youth Pancake Breakfast  

7:30 am—10:30 am 

Pathfinders 5-6:30 pm 

12 

Education 

Board 7 pm 

13 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

All Committees 

6:30 pm 

Council 7 pm 

14 

Priscilla Bible 

Study 9 am 
 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

15 16 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

17 

Mission Quilting 9 am 

Crafting 9 am 

18 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

19 

Friendship 

Bible 

Study 

7 pm 
 

20 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

Stewardship  

8 pm 

21 

NO WORSHIP 

OR YOUTH 

MENTOR 

TRAINING 

22 23 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

24 

Becker Expo 

10 am to 2 pm 

 

25 

Worship at 8 am & 10:30 am 

CONGREGATION 

ANNUAL MEETING 9:15 am 

Noisy Offering-C.R.O.S.S. Ctr. 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Choir 9:15 am 

26 27 

Men’s Bible 

Study 10 am 

 

28 

Worship/Youth   

6:30 pm 

29 

 

30 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

31 

 



South Santiago Lutheran Church 
14675 - 37th Street 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 

Pastor Mike Pancoast 

Phone:  763-662-2048 
Email:  sslcoffice@izoom.net 
Website:  www.sslcmn.org 
 

“Teaching the Word,  Reaching the World” 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Worship Sundays at  8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday/Wednesday  

 

Office Hours   Monday - Thursday 8 a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

We are a congregation whose core values seek changed lives 

through the power of the Holy Spirit by forming  

and sustaining life-long personal faith in God through Christ 

Jesus.  We practice this by engaging in cross-  

generational ministry and radical hospitality as it is  

revealed by God’s Word.  We do this by connecting with our 

congregation, the community and the world. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO JANUARY 

 

THINGS TO WATCH FOR: 

 

RESUMING REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

BECKER BUSINESS EXPO   JANUARY 24 

CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING  

JANUARY 25 

FOCUS ON STEWARDSHIP 

PONDERING LENTEN SEASON 


