
PATHFINDERS—The preparation 
ministry of SSLC. 
Preparing for baptism. 
Preparing for membership. 
Preparing for marriage. 

 
WALKING TOGETHER 

SOUTH SANTIAGO 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Teaching the Word, 
Reaching the World 

Pathfinders is a ministry of “preparation.” It is for people 
who are preparing for baptism; those preparing for       
membership; and those preparing for marriage within our 
congregation. There may be other preparations and   
milestones, and we anticipate identifying more of those as 
we travel. For now, this ministry of preparation… 

...helps lay out a pathway for organizing and     

building adequate responses to the persons who 

inquire about these aspects of our congregation; 

and  

...it also helps to provide those inquirers an         

identifiable pathway to follow in discerning God’s 

presence and call in their lives.   

 

In addition, the pathways we are beginning to build also 
provide long-time members… 

...an identifiable pathway toward interacting in a deep 
and abiding way with those newest to our               
congregation; 

...involving them in activities that are deep and         
meaningful to the individuals who participate in them, 
as well as needed for the on-going life of our          
congregation; and 

...creating an annual way to invite our congregation into a 
language and culture of being a disciple of Jesus.   

emphasis, which will be talked about in much greater  
detail at these sessions. 

April 19 Introduction to our 3 Principles of Steward-
ship: Because I am Baptized…Talent 
(Spiritual Gifts) 

May 3 Because I am Baptized...Time 

May 17 Because I am Baptized...Treasure 

QUESTIONS 

We are interested in participating, but we can’t 
necessarily make all of the sessions. What do we 
do?  

The Pathfinders process is constructed with flexibility in mind. 
That is part of the reason that none of our 4-5 session units are 
in consecutive weeks. If you were able to attend at least half of 
the sessions—3 out of 5, 2 out of 4, etc.—you would certainly 
be able to gain what is hoped for out of the material presented. 

*** 

I am not sure if I am ready to join or not. 

Pathfinders is as much about exploration and asking questions 
as it is getting “all the information.” I really hope that we have 
some people who are “skeptically” a part of this.  

*** 

Who provides the meal?  

This past summer we experimented with a Dinner Church in 
which a main dish was planned, and everyone else brought 
something for support. For example, we had a baked potato 
bar, and attendees brought the toppings, dessert, beverages, etc.  

*** 

What about child care? 

We want to make this as easy as possible for households with 
children. We will provide child care if you alert the 
church office that you are in need of that. Children are 
welcomed to eat dinner with the whole group, but when we 
begin our adult time, it really is easier to have the children go 
with the sitter(s). We will ask for a free-will offering from the 
whole Pathfinders group to pay the sitters.  

 

We are preparing for the baptism of a child, and we 
would like to explore membership. Which Pathfind-
ers group do we attend? Walking Wet or Walking 
Together?  

I would recommend you start with Walking Wet in anticipation 
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of your child’s baptism. It is still a good exploratory start to investi-
gate your own membership, and the other units (The Jesus Story, 
Enrollment, etc.) will continue to help you explore. 

*** 

What about Walking Side-by-Side and/or Walking 
Together, marriage prep vs. membership prep? 

Similar response—start with Walking Together (membership) in 
the Fall and switch to Side-by-Side in January, which will be much 
more intentional about pre-marriage care. Even the pre-
membership material (Walking Together) will invite you to think 
about how his material relates to your marriage preparations. 

For other questions and concerns, either specifically or in general 
about the Pathfinders process—preparing for a child’s baptism, 
preparing for marriage, investigating membership, etc., please 
contact Pastor Mike. No single process fits all situations. 



serve, even should you choose to end your exploration for 
the time being. Pathfinders is designed with a         
particular public profession of faith in mind:     
membership in the congregation through a            
re-affirmation of baptism or through baptism itself. 
One’s current status with the congregation will still be 
maintained and encouraged, with an eye toward “another 
time,” even if one chooses to go no farther. Even if you 
don’t join, we want to stay connected!  

A.  Inquiry—The first leg of the journey is simply asking 
and addressing questions and investigating what the life of 
faith in Jesus looks like. Even as we prepare for a literal 
journey, we do well to ask some questions: Where are we 
going? How long will it take to get there? What do we need 
for the trip? And more. So the first part of Pathfinders 
is simply laying out the direction and inviting     
questions. 

Sept. 28 Orientation—Beginning with a Sunday     
morning recognition of all those who investi-
gating Pathfinders, we’ll talk about the proc-
ess. 

Oct. 12 The Bible—What is it? How do I read it? 
Which version? Etc. 

Oct. 26 Faith Practices at Home & the Small          
Catechism 

Nov. 16 Worship—What is it? How do I do it well? 
What am I supposed to get out of it? Etc. 

Nov. 30 Why are we always talking about money? 
Stewardship: Time & Treasure  

Waypoint 1:  Am I ready to go farther?  

BREAK until the beginning of January. 

 

B. The Jesus Story—Whatever we talk about as      
Christians, it is the Jesus Story (his birth, ministry,       
teachings, death, and resurrection) that we must always 
keep in view. So at each one of these sessions, we simply 
interact on a much more personal level with Sunday   
morning’s Scripture readings. These are examined with the 
particularities of each small group in mind—i.e., those   
investigating baptism; those investigating membership; those 
preparing for marriage; those that are simply inquiring; etc.  

Jan. 4  Matthew 2:13-23 Flight into Egypt: God, 
   Evil and Suffering 

Jan. 11 Matthew 3:1-17 The Baptism of Jesus 

Jan. 25 Matthew 5:1-20 Some of Jesus’     
   Teachings: the  

    Beatitudes 

Feb. 8 Matthew 14:13-33 Feeding the 5,000 and 
   Walking on Water 

Feb. 18 Ash Wednesday 

Waypoint 2:  This is the point at which those who are 
inquiring about membership or even in just investigating the 
Christian faith decide to go farther by pursuing adult     
baptism or membership. This is the point at which folks 
decide, “Yes. I will be baptized” or “Yes. I will join 
the church.”  

Again, for some, there will be a continuation of the journey. 
For others, this will be FOR NOW the end of the road.  
NOTE: The end is NEVER the end. For whatever reason, 
it may simply be that FOR NOW individuals are not going 
to continue on. Again, the encouragement would be NOT 
to quit worshiping and to think about starting again next 
fall. 

 

C. Enrollment—From the point of Enrollment forward: 
the process takes on a decidedly more focused approach 
toward preparation for baptism or affirmation of baptism 
(membership), as the case may be.  

Feb. 22 Enrollment Sunday—Folks literally sign on the 
dotted line in worship. (Pathfinders session that 
evening—The 10 Commandments) 

March 1 Apostles’ Creed 

March 8 Lord’s Prayer 

March 15 Baptism & Holy Communion 

March 22 Vocation & Daily Life 

March 29 Palm Sunday (Beginning of Holy Week) 

April 4 (tentatively) Easter Vigil (Saturday): Baptism & 
New Members received 

April 5 Easter Sunday 

Waypoint 3—BREAK until April 19 

 

D. “WHAT NOW?” Baptismal Living—The last unit 
of Pathfinders is an examination of what all this means for 
daily life, for ministry, and for participation in the daily   
mission to which God calls us. Specifically, we can         
understand and describe this in terms of our Stewardship 

WHAT DOES       
PATHFINDERS LOOK 
LIKE?  

WALKING TOGETHER! 

 

Our travel itinerary:     

1.THE GENERAL DIRECTION:  The overall      
ministry in general, as well as each session in particular 
is intended to do 4 things, in no particular order of 
priority:   

• Provide knowledge in reviewing the basics of a 

Lutheran understanding of faith and Christian    
practice, including the role of the household in faith 
formation; 

• Build relationships by offering additional         

connections to other people in the congregation, 
including other couples preparing for marriage; 

• Invite households to joyfully connect and to 

contribute to the well-being of the              
congregation and the world through 
“apprenticeship” opportunities to try out some of 
the weekly ways we are invited to serve God by 
serving one another; and  

• Invite you to grow deeper by providing an     

opportunity to explore Christian faith and            
discipleship through questions and discussion with 
other every-day Christians and with Pastor Mike.  

2. SOME SPECIFICS:  WALKING TOGETHER is 
divided into 4 separate units, each intended to 
take the Pathfinder a little deeper into         
consideration of church membership, baptism, 
and daily discipleship. Those units are:  

A.Inquiry;  

B. The Jesus Story;  

C. Enrollment; and  

D. a brief follow-up unit about baptismal living called 
“Now What?”.  

Each unit concludes with a “Waypoint,” which is simply a 
break and a time to evaluate, “Am I going to go any   
farther?” The Pathfinder ALWAYS has the freedom to 
say, “This is far enough.” At the same time, you will still 
also be encouraged to continue to participate in the life 
of the congregation, to worship, to commune, and to 


